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Editor’s Prologue 

Call for papers to the The 3
rd

 world 

congress of the International Toy 

Research Association in London, August 

2002,was distributed via E-mail in June, 

but will also be included in this Newsletter. 

Your participation is valuable in making 

the congress a successful contribution to 

new knowledge of the contemporary 

research and other doings in the field of 

toys. The theme Toys, Games and Media is 

believed to engage many of you as it is in 

line with the societal issues of our time. 

The congress is organized in conjunction 

with the Centre for the Study of Children, 

Youth & Media, University of London 

Institute of Education that will also host 

the congress. The institute is in the 

neighborhood of British Museum and was 

founded last year (2000) by Professor 

David Buckingham. 

 

Included in this ITRA Newsletter will also 

be members’ accounts of what they are or 

have been occupied with first half of the 

year. New members from India and Spain 

will be presented. It seems that India is to 

be prosperous in the work for yielding 

good toys for children, thus working in the 

spirit and aim of ITRA as first expressed at 

the forming of ITRA in September 1993 in 

Utrecht, Holland. Who the 2001 BRIO 

scholarship holder is will also be revealed. 

There is also a reminder of the annual 

member fee without which the Secretariat 

can no longer keep going. Guessing that 

you will all remain as ITRA group 
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members, I do hope that you will transfer 

the fee as soon as possible. For Bank 

address and account number see last page 

in this Newsletter.

 

 

 

 

MEMBER FORUM  

 
GERMANY 

Hein Retter held the key address at the 

ICCP conference in Erfurt, 

Germany, in June 06-08, 2001. The 

speech  

titled Spiel und Spielzeug auf der 

Schwelle eines neuen Zeitalters oder: 

Quo vadis, Homo ludens? In English: Play 

and toys on the threshold of a new era. Or 

quo vadis, homo ludens. The latter needs 

no translation but may be subject to 

different interprations. I myself take it as 

“or are we on the same level as before, the 

same playing human beings as always?”  

 

The speech is written in German and those 

who would like a full account I 

recommend to contact Hein on e-mail 

h.retter@tu-bs.de 

 

As it would take too long time and space 

here to translate the entire speech, only the 

six theses that Retter presents will be 

related below. (Translations settled by the 

author). 

 

1/ [Alle Spielmittel und fast alle Spiele der 

Kinder stehen heute im Sog der 

elektronischen Unterhaltungsmedien]. The 

electronic entertainment media braces 

every toy and almost all play that children 

engage in today. 

 

2/ [Das Zeitalter des Spielzeugs als „Zeug 

zum Spielen“ hat ausgespielt; das Zeitalter 

des Spielzeugs als Ideenträger für Konsum 

und Kultur hat begonnen] The era of toys 

as “things to play with” is ended, whereas 

toys as conveyors of consuming and 

culture has begun 

 

3/ [Je erfolgreicher ein Spielzeug 

Marktanteile erobert, desto weniger ist es 

Mittel zum Spiel, um so mehr aber 

Statussymbol und Identifikationsobjekt] As 

soon as a toy has captured a share of the 

market, it becomes a status symbol and 

identification object rather than a 

plaything. 

 

4/[Spiel als allgemeines 

Sozialisationskonzept ist zum 

Kennzeichen tradierter Erziehung 

und traditioneller Gesellschaften 

geworden, während die 

allgemeine Bedeutung des Spiels 

in hochmodernen Gesellschaften 

zugunsten einer hochselektiven 

Auswahl der Situationen und 

personellen, medial gesteuerten 

Kontexte des Freizeitverhaltens 

zurücktritt.] Play as an all-

embracing socialization concept 

demarcating traditional raising 

and signification of society, has 

become the common meaning of 

play in our modern society, by 

preferring a highly selective 

choice of situations and persons, 

steered by media in the 

predicament of spare-time.  
 

5/ [Der Kindergarten ist gegenwärtig 

vielleicht die einzige Institution, 

in der das Spiel der Kinder eine 

Chance erhält, in vollem Umfang 

realisiert zu werden.] The 

preschool is probably the only 

institution in which children’s 

play is given the possibility to be 

put into practice   
 

6/  [Eine Aussage über den pädagogischen 

Wert von Spiel und Spielmittel der Kinder 

ist abhängig von den zu Grunde liegenden 

bildungs– und Wertvorstellungen der 

Erwachsenen. Nicht nur Erzieherinnen, 
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sondern auch Spielforscher vertreten in 

manchen Fragen – etwa zur Bewertung 

von Kriegsspielzeug oder zum Verhältnis 

der Pädagogen zur Spielwarenwirtschaft – 

kontroverse Standpunkte, die der 

Diskussion bedürfen.] Any statement about 

the educational value of play and play 

materials for children obviously is based 

on the predominant adult attitudes towards 

upbringing of children and philosophy of 

life. Not merely teachers but play 

researchers as well seeking answers on 

many mutual questions, such as the impact 

of war toys, or the outcome of using play 

materials in teaching – controversial 

standpoints in need of further  

 
 

INDIA 

The following report comes from 

Sudarshan Khanna, Head of Toy Center 

at the National Institute of Design (NID), 

India, established 1
st
 of April, 2001 

 

NID is since way back, an alliance with 

designing for children, and a great interest 

especially in the area of toys. It has rich 

experiences of toy design projects and 

workshops; user related testing, 

improvisations and developments. The 

faculty has close working relationships and 

professional contacts with institutions, 

designers and researchers from all over the 

world. 

 

NID has conducted a number of workshops 

and seminars in this area. A National 

seminar on Design for children was held 

on February 2000 at the NID. NID also 

organized an international workshop on 

toys for children's rehabilitation from 14-

31 January 2001.  

19 participants and 4 facilitators from 13 

countries, including India, participated in 

the workshop.  

 

The work of NID in this area has been 

recognized internationally. We have 

collaborations with Fordern durch 

Spielmittel, partners of UNESCO Germany 

and also with Nordic Center for Research 

on Toys and Educational media ( NCFL), 

Sweden. Mr. Sudarshan Khanna, our 

Principal faculty of industrial design is a 

board Member of International Toy 

Research Association (ITRA). In the last 

few years, NID has also created good 

contacts with designers from 

internationally significant Toy industries as 

HABA, Germany, PLANTOYS, Thailand, 

KOMIKAPP, Sweden, KAPLAN, USA 

etc. 

 

Recent developments in the Indian Toy 

industry 
The President of Toy Association of India, 

Mr. Rajkumar is in constant contact with 

NID over the past years. A Toy City in 

Noida, Delhi and TDDI-Toy Design and 

Development Institute has been approved, 

funds allocated and a road map worked 

out. NID has taken a keen interest in the 

development of the TDDI center. This 

national program has been formally 

launched at a meeting held at Delhi 21
st
 of 

September 2000. Mr. Sudarshan Khanna 

and Ms. Gayatri Menon represented NID 

at this meeting.  

 

A meeting was held at NID between the 

TAI President, Mr. Rajkumar, Mr. Sandeep 

Dave of the ministry of small scale 

industry and Mr. Yadav, UNDP 

representative with the NID Director Dr. 

Koshy and senior staff. 

 

Sudarshan Khanna and Siegfried Zoels, 

FDS, Berlin, our partner in the area of 

developmental toys, visited the Toy 

exhibition in the India International Trade 

Fair and held a meeting with Indian Toy 

industrialists in Nov.2000. They also 

visited the planned Toy City near Delhi. 

Recently a toy exhibition was put up in 

Delhi from 29-31st March 2001, based on 

the results of the international creativity 

toy workshop held at NID. Toy industries, 

rehabilitation centers as well as academic 

institutions working with children highly 

appreciated the exhibition. A number of 



 

 

toys were selected by the toy industries for 

further development and manufacturing. 

The toy industries have offered diploma 

and client projects to NID. 

 

Agenda Ahead  
As part of its planned programs, NID is 

committed to start up a Postgraduate 

educational program on Toy specialization 

from 2002. Ms.Gayatri Menon from NID 

and Mr.Siegfried Zoels have visited the 

Kunstschule of art and design, Halle, 

Germany. The school has the unique 

characteristic of having the only 

specialization education program in toy 

design in Europe. An MOU between NID 

and Halle Institution for cooperation for 

toy design program is signed. Similarly, an 

Agreement of Cooperation has already 

been signed between NID and FdS, 

Germany, the partner of UNESCO German 

commission for supporting Toy 

Evaluation, research and development 

activities, particularly for the special need 

sector. 

 

NID has made concrete future plans for the 

toy design activity. This includes 

developing a toy design program and 

working in close coordination with the 

Indian toy industries on various areas 

including offering services in the area of 

Toy design projects, Toy resource center, 

innovation workshops, Toy clinics, Toy 

user evaluation program, training of 

trainers from toy industries etc. A Toy 

Project proposal outlining design 

intervention strategies to build the capacity 

and capability of the Indian Toy industry 

has already been put forth by NID.  

 

Vision and Objective 
In order to sustain and develop toy design 

on a long-term basis, a toy center has been 

organize at NID. This toy center will 

include faculty resource development, 

space and facilities for preparation and 

offering the PG level specialization The 

main objectives of this center will be to 

Providing professional services to the toy 

industry with emphasis on user needs. This 

will include·a permanent set up for 

research and development activity 

including Toy evaluation and 

innovatio,and  coordinating activities for 

toy clinics, workshops, design projects etc.  

development of the core team and 

networking with institutions, specialists 

and industry, and . 

conduct PG Toy Design educational 

program. 

 

Delhi Toy Exhibition 

Sudarshan Khanna and 

Ms.Gayatri Menon faculty 

members of the National Institute 

of Design (NID) India and 

Members of the ITRA, organized 

a Toy exhibition Toys for Special 

Needs - Toys for All at the India 

Habitat Center, New Delhi March 

30 –31, 2001. The toy exhibition 

was inaugurated March 29 by the 

Minister of Planning Dr. Arun 

Shourie, and was carried out in a 

playful and symbolic way: The 

toy caterpillar was opened - and 

out came a colorful butterfly! Mr 

Shourie was guided through the 

exhibition and displayed a keen 

interest in each and toy and their 

developmental aspects for special 

children.  

 

In the short inaugurational 

ceremony that followed, 

Dr.Koshy, Executive director of 

NID, welcomed the gathering, 

reiterated NID's commitment in 

this area and also briefed the 

gathering on the latest 

developments including the 

starting of a PG course in toy 

design at NID. Ms.Vandana 

Bedi, executive director of 

Spastic Society of North India, 

expressed 

her positive impression of the 

displayed toys and their 

usefulness to special children. 



 

 

Mr.Raj Kumar, President of Toy 

Association of India, spoke about 

the latest developments in the toy 

industry sector, the setting up of 

Toy Design Development Institute  

(TDDI) and their willingness to 

work in partnership with NID. 

 

Mr.Sudarshan Khanna, NID, 

Principal Faculty of NID and 

board Member of ITRA showed 

the interesting case study of 

design developments done from 

his toy design 'Stop and Go' by 

for mentally handicapped adults. 

He also spoke about the need of 

designers, child development 

activists and industries to 

cooperate in order to yield good 

toys to the market. 

 

Dr. Arun Shourie, the chief 

guest of the function gave a 

sensitive talk on special children 

and the many problems faced by 

them due to design related issues. 

He expressed his deep satisfaction 

at the work done by NID in this 

area and his continuing support 

for this activity. The function 

concluded with a vote of thanks 

by Ms. Gayatri Menon, NID. 

 

The exhibition was open for the 

public on 30 -31 March 2001. The 

visitors included teachers, 

therapists and children from 

special schools like spastic center 

of N.India, Tamanna and Astha, 

toy industrialists, child 

development experts, teachers, 

journalists and other interested 

people. The children from the 

spastic society also came with the 

teachers for the 

exhibition.  

 

The exhibition also gave the 

chance to observe the reaction of 

children to the toys and their play 

behavior. It was interesting to 

observe the reaction of normal 

children as well children with 

special needs.  

 

Some of them, specially the younger ones 

were more spontaneous and tried 

to find out on their own how the 

toy worked. Some of the children 

required instructions and waited 

until the parents told them 'how to 

play'. The positive, competitive 

spirit was also very high. Toy 

industries largely dealing with 

educational and developmental 

play material came for the 

exhibition. About 10 toys were 

selected for production. Most of 

the toy industry representatives 

were in the educational toy sector 

largely dealing with wood and 

plastic. Creative toys made in 

textiles also need to be shown to 

the soft toy manufacturers’ 

thinking in traditional lines. The 

exhibition generated a very 

positive goodwill and credibility 

with the toy industries. A number 

of rehabilitation centers were 

keen on design transfer of these 

toys through training workshops 

on how to make the toys.  
 

 

USA 

Don Nilsen , Executive Secretary at the 

International Society for Humor Studies, 

sent in a reminder of the 13th International 

Humor Conference  in College Park, 

Maryland from July 6-9, 2001, and 

presentation of  HUMOR JOURNAL, 

Humor Conferences, and "Scandinavian 

Humor".  

 

Scandinavian Humor Scholars: If you have 

not yet received a free sample copy of 

HUMOR:  International Journal of Humor 

Research, please let me know if you would  

like me to send you one. The preliminary 

program for the 13th International Humor 



 

 

Conference in College Park, Maryland 

from July 6-9, 2001 is available by entering 

the  conference web site and clicking on EVENTS 

AND NEWS: 

http://www.otal.umd.edu/amst/humorcenter/2001.ht

ml 

   

If you're interested in the 14th 

International Humor Conference in 

Forli, Italy from July 3-7, 2002, please 

click on the ISHS web site and scroll down 

to 2002:  http://www.uni-

duesseldorf.de/WWW/MathNat/Ruch/SecretaryPag

e.html 
 

  If you're interested in 20th 

Century American Humor, please click on 

the following web site:  
http://info.greenwood.com/books/1573562/1573562

181.html 
 

  Please let me know if you're 

interested in "Scandinavian Humor," and I 

will send you an attachment on that 

subject, promises Don L. F. Nilsen, 

Executive Secretary,  International Society 

for Humor Studies, English Linguistics, 

Arizona State University. 
   
Editor’s comment: Laughing for a healthy 

life is the latest prescription suggested in 

journals and being discussed among 

people. Some business companies offer 

their employees courses in the art of 

laughing. Why not read about it and be 

inspired by a totally harmless and in any 

case joyful way to massage your glands 

and make you feel fit for anything that 

might come along. Personally I watch a 

number of comedies on TV almost every 

day because I’ve read that 30-40 minutes 

of laughing, be it by laughing at comic 

situations in comedies or amusing books is 

enough to give your inside a healthy go. To 

get the hang of the laughing therapy Don 

suggests these four books:  
 

Humor in 20th Century British Literature: 

 
http://info.greenwood.com/books/0313294/0313294

240.html 
   

 Humor in 18th and 19th Century British 

Literature: 

 
http://info.greenwood.com/books/0313297/0313297

053.html 
 

 Humor in BRITISH LITERATURE TO 

THE RESTORATION: 

 
http://info.greenwood.com/books/0313297/0313297

061.html 
 

 Humor in IRISH LITERATURE: 

 
http://info.greenwood.com/books/0313295/0313295

514.html 
 

  

 

 

NEW MEMBERS  
We have four new members, one from 

India and three from Spain. We welcome 

them to our group and include their own 

presentations. 

 

INDIA 

From ABHAY KOTHARI, Coordinator 

of Manthan Educational Programme 

Society in AHMEDABAD, came an 

application for membership of ITRA, 

together with the following letter of 

introduction of aims and activities. 

 

“We are an NGO, Manthan Educational 

Programme Society involving development 

and research of innovative educational 

toys. Our projects are meant for non-

formal educational groups. We have 

produced innovative low cost science 

educational toys for world's longest radio 

serial namely Human Evolution. Our toys 

reached to 1,50,000 registered children 

every month for more than 30 months. 

Production of innovative material was 

almost 45,00,000 copies. We have also 

developed educational toys for removal of 

superstition, group behavior, small savings, 

women and girl problems, solar eclipse, 

etc. We have another interesting project, 

our mobile camel cart toy center, which 
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operates in tribal areas of our state. Please 

do not hesitate if I have to do something 

from India for you and your organization.” 

 

Abhay Kothari is conducting a group of 

people working with a rural workshop for 

school-age children making clay toys. 

Many more workshops are being planned, 

and, apart from the account below, we 

shall obtain more information about the 

work as it goes on. “Now we are thinking 

that we should interact on an international 

level to share our experience with similar 

organizations. …” Abhay wants to know if 

there is any international convention, and if 

so they would like to participate. “It 

happened that few month ago we saw a 

below poverty child making his our toys 

from clay and savoring immense joy. This 

incident excited interest in one small group 

about natural clay and its possibilities as 

medium for toy making. Many Indian 

Villages have ponds and clay areas near 

by. The village potters work with clay. 

They exactly know where no-cost clay is 

available. They also know about making 

clay. They never go to a pottery school or 

ceramic training center. But they 

understand clay very well. They supply 

terracotta utensils to the whole village for a 

fractional cost. Their pottery workshop 

hardly cost Rs.2000 or 50 US dollars. We 

contacted a young potter and took him to 

our group and learnt from him low-cost no-

cost clay making. Once we understood him 

we integrated him as a group member for 

conducting clay-making session for school 

going and non-school going children.  

 

Children immensely enjoyed clay making. 

We also had some plastic clay but many 

children chose natural clay. We learnt: that 

clay is: 

1 a great natural substance for plastic 

artwork. 

2) very kind for a touch. 

3) available in India every where. 

4) low-cost - no cost, and children 

spontaneously exhibit devotion for this 

natural art material. 

 

The group leaders told some traditional 

and non-traditional stories to the group 

before distributing the clay at a catalytic 

element. They encouraged the children to 

pick up some ideas from stories and 

develop some toys. The workshop was 

planned for fix 3 hours session. Before 

every work session some basic clay work 

techniques were shown and children 

picked up basic ideas. This made 3-D 

expression easy. Their basic forms were 

handled by Tribal  

We are also in touch with tribal of 

Panchmahals. Once the wheel of activity 

started, the production was profuse. 

Children created dozens of toys. Our potter 

friend took the children’s own dried toys 

and put them into large pots for baking in 

his cow-dung fired kiln. The black clay 

toys that were deep gray before baking 

turned into a warm earth red color. Each 

child took his or her own toys and many of 

them played with each other’s clay toys. 

 

 Our conclusion is that clay brings us near 

to nature, gives deep touching pleasure, 
allows you to shaped it just as you like, is like 

mother, i.e.– no cost at all, connects the child or 

adult to past, and is a great toy making 

material 

The letter concludes with a wish to get any 

communication on clay toys and on clay 

toys by children. Thus, if you have 

anything to contribute with, please do 

contact Mr Abhay Satyam on e-mail: 
manthan@satyam.net.in 
 

SPAIN 

Thanks to Malena Fabregat, leader of the 

Pedagogical Department of the Toy  

 

Industry Research  Association (AIJU) in 

Spain, ITRA can welcome three new 

Spanish members, the institute as such and 

two individual members, Maite Romero 

and Maria Costa, both at the Pedagogical 

Department, Asociacion de Investigacion 

de la Industria del Juguete. AIJU. Ibi - 

Alicante – Spain, Phone +34 96 555 44 75, 

FAX. + 94 555 44 90 
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e-mail: pedagogia.ibi@aiju.es, or 
sgisbert@aiju.es 
 
  

BRIO SCHOLARSHIP 2001 

 

Dr Jeffrey H. Goldstein, Professor at the 

University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, is 

the BRIO scholarship holder for 2001. He 

was nominated by a unified ITRA board, a 

proposal highly appreciated. Jeffrey 

Goldstein is given the honorable award for 

his brilliant research in different areas 

connected to toys, and his significant role 

in the history of ITRA, all from the 

meeting 10
th

 of September 1993 at the 

University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, 

when the International Toy Research 

Association (ITRA), was formed.  

 

The 2001 BRIO scholarship will be handed 

over to Professor Goldstein on a meeting at 

BRIO Toys in September. A recount of the 

prize ceremony will be included in the 

ITRA Newsletter Fall 2001 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Congress 

TOYS, GAMES AND MEDIA 

19-22 August 2002 

London, England 
 

 

The 3
rd

 world congress of the International Toy Research Association will be held in 

conjunction with the Centre for the Study of Children, Youth & Media, University 

of London Institute of Education. The meeting will be held at the Institute of 

Education, near Russell Square and the British Museum. 
 

Call for papers 

  

The International Toy Research Association (ITRA), founded in 1993, is devoted to the 

scientific study of toys in all their facets. ITRA brings together toy researchers from all 

corners of the globe. This is our third international meeting to discuss research, collaborate on 

international projects, and exchange information with other researchers, students, and leaders 

in the toy industry. More than 100 delegates from 15 countries attended our previous meeting 

in Halmstad, Sweden.  The London meeting will exceed those numbers. 
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Professor David Buckingham founded the Centre for the Study of Children, Youth and 

Media in 2000.  

It acts as a focus for research and consulting, and for networks of practitioners in the field.  

Current projects focus on the uses of educational media in the home; migrant/refugee 

children’s uses of the internet; children’s responses to sexual content on television; and 

media education in secondary schools and in youth/community work settings. 

     

Conference themes 
 
The themes of the conference are the uses and effects of toys, games and media; toys as 

media, and media as toys. A wide range of approaches is encouraged from the 

biological, psychological, and social sciences. 

 

Papers, workshops, and symposia are designed to explore any of the conference themes.  

Topics are likely to include: 

. Historical analyses of children’s toys and media 

. Aesthetics and cultural identities in children’s media 

. Children’s patterns of media use 

. Globalization of children’s culture 

. Uses and interpretations of computer games 

. Applications of media to health, education, science 

. Media literacy 

. Comparative studies of toys and other media 

. Television games  

. Toy inventories at home, in schools 

. New entertainment technologies   

 

 

To submit a paper, symposium or workshop 

 

If you would like to present a paper, give a workshop, or organize a seminar,  

please submit the requested abstract or proposal, in English, by 15 November 2001.  

Submissions may be made by post or email to Prof. David Buckingham, Centre for the 

Study of Children, Youth & Media, University of London Institute of Education, 20 

Bedford Way, London, England  WC1H 0AL 

MediaAdmin@ioe.ac.uk 
 

Papers will be limited to 30 minutes, which includes time for questions and comments.  If 

you would like to present a paper, please submit a one-page abstract, in English, by 15 

November 2001.   

 

Symposia will be limited to 2 hours, with three or four presentations on a common theme.  

Proposals should contain the title of the symposium and included papers along with names, 

affiliations, addresses, telephone numbers, and email addresses of the chair and each 

contributor.  Each proposal should include an overview of the session, not to exceed 350 

words in length.  Deadline: 15 November 2001. 

 

Workshops should be planned for a single 90-minute instructional or working session with 

one or two presenters/facilitators.  Proposals should provide the names, affiliations, addresses, 
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telephone numbers, email addresses of all presenters along with a one-page abstract of the 

proposed workshop.  Deadline for submission of proposal: 15 November 2001. 

 

The scientific committee for its suitability to the conference will review your abstract or 

proposal.  You will receive a reply in March 2002.  All participants must register for the 

conference prior to the deadline of 30 June 2002.   

 

 

Registration and fees 

 

You may register by post, fax, or email.  Registration is limited, so register early.  Early 

registration ends 30 June 2002.  After 30 June, registration fees increase.  Cancellations 

will be accepted until 15 June 2002.  Registration fees will be refunded minus £25 

processing costs.  There will be no refunds after this date. 

 

Registration for the conference includes tea breaks, sandwich lunch, reception and social 

events.   

   Early registration Until 30 June 2002  £ 200  

  Late registration After 30 June 2002  £ 250 

  Registration for one day (space permitting)  £ 100  

  Student/Spouse Until 30 June 2002  £ 075 

Payment may be made by credit card (MasterCard or Visa) or by cheque payable to the 

Institute of Education.  Send registration information to Elaine Peck, Conference Office, 

University of London Institute of Education, 20 Bedford Way, London,  

England WC1H 0AL Fax: +44 207 612 6126   

 

Limited financial support is available to participants for whom registration fees  

and travel costs would present a hardship.  Please submit your request for financial 

consideration before 15 November 2001, along with the abstract of your conference 

paper, workshop or symposium to: Prof. Gilles Brougère, Département des Sciences de 

l’Education, Université Paris Nord, 99 Av. J.B. Clément, 93430 Villetaneuse, France 

[email: brougere@noos.fr] 

  

Deadlines 
  Abstracts of papers 15 November 2001 

  Proposals for seminars, workshops 15 November 2001 

Request for financial assistance 15 November 2001 

 Response from review committee 30 March 2002  

Registration 30 June 2002 

    
Accommodations 

 

HOTELSCENE in conjunction with the Institute of Education have arranged special 

discounted rates at selected hotels for conference delegates.  Rates range from £59 to £145 per 

night.  Further information is available from HotelScene at confer@hotelscene.co.uk or by 

telephone +44 117 916 6335 or fax +44 117 916 6336 

 

Some rooms are available at the student residence, John Adams Hall, 15-23 Endsleigh Street, 

London WC1H, a three-minute walk from the Institute of Education.  Basic study rooms are 

mailto:brougere@noos.fr
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available from 18-22 August at £25 per person per night for bed and breakfast in single or 

twin-bedded rooms, all have washing facilities, and shared bathrooms on each floor.  

Telephone: +44 207 387 4086.  Fax: +44 207 383 0164 

 

Social events 

The Institute of Education is adjacent to Russell Square, near the British Museum, Covent 

Garden, West End theatres, Soho and Piccadilly.  Social events are still being arranged but 

will include a reception hosted by the British Toy and Hobby Association. Delegates are 

encouraged to explore London on their own.  London is one of the world’s most vibrant cities, 

with museums, restaurants, music and theatre to suit all tastes and budgets.  “If you are tired 

of London”, said Samuel Johnson, “you are tired of life”.  

 

Scientific advisory committee 

Birgitta Almqvist, Sundsvall, Sweden 

Gilles Brougere, Université Paris Nord 

David Buckingham, Institute of Education University of London 

Jeffrey H. Goldstein, University of Utrecht, The Netherlands 

Stephen Kline, Simon Fraser University, British Columbia 

Brian Sutton-Smith, Professor Emeritus, University of Pennsylvania 

 

Organizing committee 

Gilles Brougère, E-mail: brougere@noos.fr   

President of ITRA 

Département des sciences de l’éducation 

Université Paris-Nord 

99 Av. J.B. Clément 

93430  Villetaneuse, France 

 

David Buckingham E-mail, d.buckingham@mentor.ioe.ac.uk 

Director Centre for the Study of Children, Youth & Media 

University of London Institute of Education  

20 Bedford Way 

London, England  WC1H 0AL 

 

Jeffrey Goldstein, E-mail: j.goldstein@wxs.nl  

Dept. of Social & Organizational Psychology 

University of Utrecht 

Postbus 80140 

508 TC Utrecht, The Netherlands 

 

Sponsors 
British Toy & Hobby Association 

Toy Manufacturers of America 

Centre for the Study of Children, Youth & Media, 

University of London Institute of Education 
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World congress 

TOYS, GAMES AND MEDIA 

London, England 19-22 August 2002 

 

R E G I S T R A T I O N  FORM   

 

You may register by post, fax, or email.  Registration is limited, so register early.  Early 

registration ends 30 June 2002.  After 30 June, registration fees increase.  Cancellations 

will be accepted until 15 June 2002.  Registration fees will be refunded minus £25 

processing costs.  There will be no refunds after this date. 

 

Name ______________________________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________ 

 

 ______________________________________ 

 

Country ______________________________________ 

 

Email: _________________________  telephone: __________________ 

Fax ____________________________ 

 

 Early registration Until 30 June 2002  £ 200  

 ______ 

 Late registration After 30 June 2002  £ 250 

 ______ 

 Registration for one day (space permitting)   £ 100

  ______ 

 Student/Spouse Until 30 June 2002  £   75 

 ______ 

   

Registration for the conference includes tea breaks, sandwich lunch each conference day, 

reception and social events.  Payment may be made by Visa or Mastercard or by cheque 

payable to the Institute of Education.   

Method of payment: MasterCard/Visa number: ______________________  Exp.Date:  

 

Send registration and payment to Elaine Peck, Conference Office, University of London 

Institute of Education, 20 Bedford Way, London, England WC1H 0AL    

fax: +44 207 612 6126  E-mail: s.nazim@ioe.ac.uk 

 

Accommodations  

Contact HOTELSCENE  Telephone: +44 117 916 6335  Fax: +44 117 916 6336 

Email: confer@hotelscene.co.uk   For a room in student accommodation, contact John Adams Hall, 15-23 

Endsleigh Street, London WC1H 0DP  tel.+44 207 383 4086  fax +44 207 383 0164  

mailto:s.nazim@ioe.ac.uk
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Limited financial support is available to participants for whom registration fees and travel 

costswould present a hardship.  Please submit your request for financial consideration 

before 15 November 2001, along with the abstract of your conference paper, workshop 

or symposium to Prof. Gilles Brougere, Departement des Sciences de l’Education, 

niversité Paris Nord, 99 Av. J.B. Clement, 93430 Villetaneuse, France. E-email: 

brougere@noos.fr

  

CHILDREN’S CORNER 
We know that children don’t like everything that adults do. We ought to listen more carefully 

what children say if we want to learn what adult behaviors they dislike and how they want to 

be in their future adult life. Eva Netzelius, 90-year-old still going strong headmaster of the 

first Kindergarten teacher-training school in Uppsala, Sweden many years ago. She listened to 

the children in the nursery schools and wrote down what they looked forward to be able to do 

in their future adult life, and what they rather swore never to do towards children. 

 
 

 

 

 

When I become an adult I’ll NEVER 
Be angry when I do the house keeping. 

Work so much I get tired and cry 

Do dull things 

Say “don’t lye “ to someone who doesn’t 

Put on make-up that I can’t hug anyone 

Drink the stuff that makes you throw-up 

Yell “don’t yell” Tell stupid things about children 

Say “You can’t” to someone who can 

    

When I am a grown up I will 
Stroll around in the woods all by myself 

Have red sheet 

Not give children porridge that glides up and down 

Not answer the phone when I read to children 

Always smell good 

Jump in puddles when it’s raining 

Have dandelions in a pink vase 

Keep my promises. 
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Epilogue 

This ITRA Newsletter has as usual contained a number of different issues, such as member 

activities, new members presentation of themselves and their activity, as well as material 

written by ‘old’ members, conference announcements, brief announcement of the BRIO prize 

2001. There is also the traditional Children’s corner with its blend of fun and solemnity. I 

have enjoyed this summer to read a few reports written by our colleagues. These will be 

reviewed in ITRA Newsletter Fall 2001, planned to be 

distributed the coming November. It may be mentioned that one topic that seems to become 

more and more a matter of concern in our fields of research is the child’s use of language, 

play speech and private speech, literacy, bilingual speech and other nearby topics in our 

modern multicultural society.  

 

Last but not least, as the ITRA secretary I ask you please to pay your annual fee, or the 

secretariat will have to close down.. Since last year it is privately financed by the secretary, 

which is a unworkable situation. No more than a couple of members have paid, and one 

complained to e that there is a problem with the transmittance of the money. This is a problem 

that can only be solved by you yourself and the bank in which you are a customer.  

 

Fee is $50, and includes mail service, printing and copying of materials to be included in the 

Newsletters, office material and other necessities needed for the running of the secretariat. 

Bank swift address is: NBBKSESS  Bank account number: 3036 22 05 167  

Nordbanken (NB), PostCode: 85192, Sundsvall, Sweden 

 

 

Wishing you all a fine autumn 2001!  
ITRA Secretary Birgitta Almqvist

 


