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Editor’s Prologue 
 

ITRA Secretariat has the sad duty to inform you that the toy-research mentor and sponsor has 

left us. Even after his death he has supported the toy research by asking people to make a 

contribution to the Lennart Ivarsson Fund for toy research instead of sending flowers to his 

wake.  

The official press communiqué from BRIO 

 

LENNART IVARSSON, BRIO, is dead 

 
Lennart Ivarsson, the former CEO of BRIO, who transformed BRIO from a wholesaler to an 

international company with subsidiaries in the Nordic countries, the UK, Germany and the 

U.S., died on January 24, 2002 in the age of 83.  

  

Mr. Ivarsson was CEO of BRIO for 26 years beginning in 1952. It was during this period that 

he modernized the company by focusing on EDP and logistics. In 1979 he became Chairman 

of the Board, a position he held until 1990. He was a long-time member of the European Toy 

Federation in Paris.   

 

Upon his retirement in 1990, BRIO founded an award, the BRIO Prize, in his honor.  The 

annual competition recognizes leading edge studies performed by worldwide researchers on 

early childhood development and play.   

 

Tomas Persson, president of the BRIO Group, has announced that BRIO has pledged 

additional funds to the Prize. Lennart Ivarsson left an incredible legacy to our community, the 

toy trade and children of the world.  His visionary leadership set the pace for the industry. 

 

An MBA in economics prepared Mr. Ivarsson for management responsibility of the company 

his grandfather, Ivar Bengston, founded in 1884.  Mr.Ivarsson continued the family 

commitment to BRIO by working 47 years for it. His sons, Dag and Bengt Ivarsson, both 

holding leadership positions in BRIO, continue the family legacy. 

 

Lennart Ivarsson encouraged us to do our best to put forward the importance of good toys for all 

children. The BRIO prize was to support researchers and child expert in the ambition to make the 

world a great bit better for the growing generation by means of safe play with high quality toys.  

He gave ITRA a mission to fulfil. The best way in which the ITRA group can show gratitude 

to Lennart is to follow his intentions in our mutual aim to explore the field of toy play in order 

to sustain the development of good toys for all children. 

Some ITRA members have already been recognized for the BRIO scholarship and others will 

be in years to come. ITRA honored the memory of Lennart Ivarsson by having a large bunch 

of lowers sent to the funeral ceremony in the church of Osby.  

A thank-you-card was sent to ITRA Secretariat from Lennart Ivarsson's wife, sons and 

daughters-in-law 

 

A preliminary World Congress Program is completing this Newsletter, the last before the 

London World congress. Nevertheless, the ITRA Secretariat is still open for you so welcome 

with your questions and comments. 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 
 

BRAZIL 
Raquel Zumbago Altman, São Paulo, 

Brazil, working at Escola Oficina Lúdica 

http://www.escolaoficinaludica.com.br and 

belonging to the Consultant Counsil of 

Fundação ABRINQ pelos Direitos da 

Criança (ABRINQ) (Foundation for 

Children's Rights) is preparing a project 

called Play, Brazil, a complete kit for 

Ayrton Senna Institute.  

 

The purpose of the project is to result in a 

collection of books about playing, the 

history of toys and games, how to make 

toys and games, and of playing games in 

the world. Furthermore, it means to 

highlight the importance of play, and will 

include some texts by Brazilian fiction 

authors speaking about moments of play, 

etc, as well as some videos showing play-

games, play at different places, how 

children can do their toys. It is a time 

consuming work, but we hope to help 

people to see and respect the importance of 

playing in man's life.  

 

 

INDIA 
January 20, 2002, this story, especially 

written for ITRA Newsletter, was sent in 

from one of our member, Abhay Kothari,  

Manthan, Educational Programme Society, 

Ahmedabad-380 015, INDIA. 

 

THE KITES FLY HIGH 

'Red, Blue, Green and Pink pieces of paper 

are flying in the sky. They are controlled 

by a highly worked upon thread. Children 

make choral sounds of joy looking at these 

paper devices'. This is a kite festival 

season. Kite is one of the finest toys for 

children of all ages. 

 

'Kite Flying' is a more than one thousand-

year-old tradition, and the festival is 

regularly held in January. This year our 

group is developing an educational 

program in Kutch, an area in India, that 

was badly damaged last year, in one of the 

world's most disastrous earthquakes, 

destroying several thousands of humans 

and animals all over the villages. 

Life is ruined here but not the spirit of life. 

Village children's parents are very 

enthusiastic about a new life.  

 

Manthan Educational Programme 

Society (MPS), a Non Governmental 

Organization decided to go to a small 

village near Ahmedabad to meet children 

who do not have resources for flying kites. 

We contacted the village school and asked 

the science teacher to cooperate with us 

and do simple experiments with flying 

paper toys and discuss the aerodynamic 

related to them. Kites have a hidden source 

of several science ideas. 

 

Children had free access to paper provided 

by us. Paper is the most inexpensive 

material for making toys. Village crafts 

man demonstrated to children making of 

bamboo structure for the kites. Reel of 

thread was a common property. In two 

days children made some hundred kites, 

some of which were sturdy and some 

fragile. Some kites were big and others 

were small. The children were excited, and 

some of them did lots of interesting 

artwork on them, whereas some of them 

wrote poetic liners on them with sketch 

pens. One poem was this: 

 

'Let my kite go up 

Let is reach the clouds, 

Let it talks to stars, 

Let it reach mars, 

Let it talk to sun, 

My kite is great fun! 

 

When our volunteers proposed to them a 

craft and kite toy making festival for next 

year, they greeted the idea with great 

enthusiasm. Now we are developing this 

idea together with the village leaders. Our 

motto is The kites will fly and the hopes 

will fly higher. 

 

http://www.escolaoficinaludica.com.br/
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SPAIN 
The following appeal was addressed to all 

ITRA members, but since there are also 

other people reading ITRA Newsletter, I 

included it for every one of the readers to 

take part in. 

 

Toys, age and playing - 

Spanish Toy research institute 
Dear Sir/Madam, 

We are writing to you from the 

Pedagogical Department of the Spanish 

Toy Research Institute. We are trying to 

collect information regarding toys, play 

and aging. We have heard by means of our 

contacts with the ITRA Secretariat that 

some ITRA members are nowadays 

working in this direction.  

 

We would be interested in knowing 

something else about lines of research 

regarding this subject in different parts of 

the world. Since we are already preparing 

new research projects, we would need to 

know, as soon as possible (that would 

mean within the next week), if you have 

any information about it and if you would 

be interested in participating in future 

cross-national research projects and 

exchanges of information. 

 

Thank you in advance, 

Maite Romero. Specialised Technician, 

Spanish Toy Research Institute-AIJU 

Tel: +34 96 5554475 

Fax: +34 96 5554490 

E-mail: pedagogia.ibi@aiju.es 

www.aiju.es  

www.guiadeljuguete.com 

 

SWEDEN 

NCFL in a new costume 

Many of you remember the well organized 

International Toy Research Conferences in 

Halmstad both in 1996 and in 1999. 

Several ITRA members can also recall that 

ITRA secretariat, from 1994 until August 

1, 1999, was placed within the structure of 

Nordic Centre for Research on Toys and 

Educational Media (NCFL) at Halmstad 

University. 

 

It was with great pleasure I read in the 

news that NCFL - although in another 

costume - is let out of the, according to 

Eva, "mothproof bag", in which it has been 

kept until recently..NCFL was from 

August 1994 - July 1999 the location for 

ITRA secretariat.  

 

Momentary from Eva's report: 

Nordic Center for Research on Toys and 

Educational Media (NCFL) at Halmstad 

University, Sweden, has recently been re-

organized into a new research and 

education environment named PI-Lab – 

Play and Intelligent Systems. PI-Lab is an 

interdisciplinary research environment 

with the primary research question being 

how new forms of children’s play and 

learning through digital artifacts (including 

toys) and worlds of experiences, grow up. 

Research activities are carried out within 

the area between social- and behavioral 

science and technique, industry and public 

territory. One of our aims is to create 

conditions attracting established 

researchers to enter our research 

environment. An overall aim for PI-lab is 

to initiate a shift in technological 

development of digital artifacts (toys), 

from a technical perspective to a child and 

learning-aid focus.  

 

For more information please contact Eva 

Petersson, Halmstad University  

School of IDE, PI-lab Box 823, Halmstad 

S-301 18 Sweden 

 

Fresh Doctors of Philosophy 
Two of our young members, Anders 

Nelson and Mattias Nilsson, both at the 

University of Halmstad, have 

accomplished their PhD degree at the 

University of Malmoe, Sweden. The 

Swedish title of their thesis is Det massiva 

barnrummet. Teoretiska och empiriska 

studier av leksaker.[The massive child 

room. Theoretical and empirical studies of 

mailto:pedagogia.ibi@aiju.es
http://www.aiju.es/
http://www.guiadeljuguete.com/
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toys.] The thesis contains of three parts, 

one part for which both are responsible, 

and two parts each of which that the 

authors are individually responsible. 

 

Part one is the main part and is entitled 

Home toys collections as social codes, a 

carried out within the project Toys as 

communication. The title of the report is 

Perspective, classification and analyses of 

children's own toys at home. Part 2a 

(Nelson) is about gender differences in 

children's toy preferences and looking at 

gender differences and possession. The 

question is "What do they look like and 

how do they appear?"  

Part 2b (Nilsson) is a report of a study of 

toys, play and learning in the preschool. 

Part 3 contains the authors' joint final 

conclusion. The thesis is available in 

Swedish only. 

 

Krister Svensson, former leader of NCFL 

at the University of Halmstad, Sweden, has 

left Halmstad to Stockholm. He is now at 

the Royal Institute of Technology 

Stockholm International Toy Research 

Centre (SITREC).  The activity at 

SINTREC will substantially proceed in the 

same order, as NCFL was when I left 

Halmstad University. There will, however, 

be several other activities of which you 

will soon find information on 

www.sitrec.kth.se 

 

The organization is so new that the very 

first step is to form a board, activity plan 

must be set up, etc. Krister wishes to 

continue being an ITRA member and his 

colleagues will join the group too. As soon 

as we have finished the preparations will 

contact ITRA formally to discuss how a 

future cooperation can be organized, 

ensures Krister. 

  

For further information, please contact 

Krister E-mail: krister@md.kth.se 

Postal address  
SITREC , KTH  

100 44 Stockholm  

tel:+46 (0)8 790 6498  

Sweden.  
 

Conferences 
February 2002 
The Association for the Study of Play 
(TASP). The Annual Meeting was held, 
February 20-23, 2002 at La Fonda Hotel, 

Santa Fe, New Mexico  

 

August 2002: 
The 3

rd
 world congress of the 

International Toy Research Association 
(ITRA),  
19-22 August 2002, London, England . 

Main theme: Toys, Games and Media, is 

assumed to stretch out and involve the 

global societal issues of our time. This 

ITRA congress is organized in cooperation 

with the Center for the Study of Children, 

Youth & Media, at the University of 

London Institute of Education, which will 

also be hosting the congress. The institute 

was founded in 2000 by Professor David 

Buckingham, and is situated near British 

Museum. We are hoping that there will be 

an interesting topic for each and everyone, 

and look forward to broaden our 

knowledge and inspire for future research 

in the field. 

 

12
th

 European Conference on Quality in 

Early Childhood Education (EECERA) 

August 28-31, 2002 is organized in 

cooperation with the Department of 

Education, University of Cypres, and the 

'Lito Papachristoforou' Foundation, 

Theme: Strategies for Effective Learning 

in Early Childhood. The conference will 

be held at the University of Cyprus, 

Kallipoleos 75, P.O.Box 20537, 1678 

Nicosia, Cyprus 

Conference website: 

 
http://web.soe.ucy.ac.cy/eecera2002-02-17 
Chair of the Organizing Committee, 

University of Cyprus is Dr. T.C. 

Papadoupoulis:Email E-mail: 

tpapapadop@ucy.ac.cy 

http://www.sitrec.kth.se/
mailto:krister@md.kth.se
http://web.soe.ucy.ac.cy/eecera2002-02-17
mailto:tpapapadop@ucy.ac.cy
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September 2002:  
Centre for the Social Study of 

Childhood (CASS) University of Hull.  

Hull. HU 6 7 RX University of Hull & 

Bradford, organizes a conference 10th - 

12th September 2002 at Dennison Centre, 

Hull University. Theme: The Politics of 

Childhood. For further information please 

contact Dr. Allison James 

Tel: 01482  465713         

Fax: 01482 466366  

Email: A.James@.hull.ac.uk 

Web site: http://www.hull.ac.uk/cssc 
 

 

6th UNESCO Creativity Workshop  

Toys for Children’s Rehabilitation 
will be held at Osterode, 7 - 22 September 

2002. 

You can find the following application 

documents under www.spielmittel.de / 

English / news:  

- Programme  

- Application form  

- Agreement declaration  

 

Fördern durch Spielmittel – Spielzeug 

für behinderte Kinder e.V. was founded 

in 1991. Under German law, it is classified 

as a non-profit making charitable 

institution and is supported through 

membership fees, voluntary donations and 

public subsidies. At present, there are 

members from 24 countries;  

 

The main task of Foerdern durch 

Spielmittel - Spielzeug für behinderte 

Kinder e.V. (Toys for Children's 

Rehabilitation association) is to design and 

produce toys specifically suitable for 

children with special needs. In the course 

of interdisciplinary creative workshops run 

under the auspices of UNESCO, such 

specifically suitable toys are developed 

together with children with special needs.  

innovative products. 

  

All support, whether financial or not, helps 

to further the association's aims. If you 

wish to set a donation off against tax, a 

suitable receipt will be provided.  

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

                  

ENGLAND 

PLAY ACTION, Autumn 2001. Subtitled 

Fair play for children. Listen to the 

children. 

This impressive journal has been only 

briefly presented in one or another ITRA 

Newsletter. Now, however, I'd like to give 

a more comprehensive picture of this 

journal from the United Kingdom.  

 

From the editorial: 

Play Action is the journal of Fair Play for 

Children Association and Fair Play for 

Children Charitable Trust Ltd. (reg. 

Charíty 292134) and is made possible by a 

partnership between Premier Promotions 

and the Trust.  Address: Play Action, Lyon 

Street, Bognor Redis, PO21 1YZ. E-mail 

fairplay@arunet.co.uk 

 

A leaflet inside the journal announces a 

book written by Stuart Wilson, Scared of 

the Kids? Curfews, crime and the regu-

lation of young people. The Times 

Educational Supplement Book of The 

Week, 22 June 2001.  

 

The book is one in a series of publications 

concerning cultural matters reflecting 

diverse and innovative academic work The 

series involves Communication, Media and 

Community, and is edited by Graham 

Barnfield. The series can be ordered from 

Sheffield Hallam University  Press, 

Learning Centre City Campus, Sheffield, 

S1 1WB, United Kingdom. ISBN 0 86339 

929. pp. 176 Paperback £9,95 +£1 p&p. 

Email shupress@shu.ac.uk  Website: 

www.shu.ac.uk/shupress 

 

 

 

Publisher's presentation 

mailto:A.James@.hull.ac.uk
http://www.hull.ac.uk/cssc
http://www.spielmittel.de/
mailto:fairplay@arunet.co.uk
mailto:shupress@shu.ac.uk
http://www.shu.ac.uk/shupress
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The book is a thorough examination of the 

lives of and relationships between young 

people and adults within communities 

today. It is recommended as an important 

overview for anybody working within the 

community - especially those working with 

children, young families and families. A 

key question is: How should those of us 

who are working in the community, deal 

with the levels of fear and insecurity that 

exists between the generations? 

 

Areas addressed included are:  

The importance of 'free play' for children, 

How fear is excluding young people. 

The importance of community relations. 

The question of children's rights  

Are young people rally 'at risk'? 

The growing regulation of young people 

 

Professor of Educational Leadership, John 

Macbeath OBE, University of Cambridge 

describes the book as "absorbing and 

challenging…a must-read…" 

  

ITRA editor's comment: 

The book takes up insecurity in schools, a 

situation that seems to be rapidly spreading 

in some societies. Today, children are 

known to be mobbed, physically 

mishandled and psychically threaten be 

their classmates. Many teachers feel 

powerlessness in their place of working. 

Indeed, some teachers have also been 

threatened. In Sweden, this problem is 

mostly recognized in the upper grades of 

the compulsory school, and in one school 

the parents have been asked to come in 

pairs and spend time to detect and hinder 

misbehavior, and stop destruction of 

interior fittings. It is usually a small groups 

of boys causing trouble, but it is non-the 

less a sign that many young people are 

disturbed and out of control.  

 

 

GREECE 

Cleo Gougoulis, 1999. The "Rules" of 

Mockery: Folk Humour and symbolic 

inversion in Greek Children's Pretend 

Play. Peloponesian Folklore Foundation, 

Nafplion, Greece, Acta Ethnographica 

Hyngarica, 44 (1-2) 1999 pp.199-208. 

 

Author's comment: An earlier form of this 

article was presented at the International 

Toy Conference. Halmstad, Sweden, June 

1996. If the above announced books deal 

with sincere threats at school, Gougoulis' 

article reveals the rather classic teasing 

between children and their improvised 

personification of each others and teachers.  

 

From the Introduction: 

 Traditional socialization theories support 

their arguments for play's functions as 

rehearsal of adult roles, primarily by 

emphasizing play situations, where reality 

is imitated.  

 

The author has displayed this under the 

headline Children's ludic representation of 

school where sections A/ Power reversals, 

and B/ School Parodies. In the conclusion 

the author explains two main streams in 

the interpretations of symbolic inversion as 

they appear in ritual, humor, and play: 

Symbolic reversals are cathartic, and 

symbolic inversions are potentially 

subversive. If you wish to order the whole 

article in full or want to discuss the study 

with the author, contact 

cleogou@hotmail.com 

 

SPAIN  
The Spanish Toy Research Institute was 

only briefly presented in ITRA Newsletter 

vol. 7 No 2, Summer 2001. Here is a brief 

of the presentation given by the institute 

itself. The Spanish Toy Research Institute 

(AIJU) is a private non profit-making 

entity created as a result of the 

collaboration between the Spanish Toy 

Companies Association and the Regional 

Government. It was founded in 1985 and 

situated in Ibi, the geographical center of 

the Spanish toy manufacturing area, where 

the density of toy factories is the highest in 

Spain, in order to enable the toy 

manufacturers to access  the state of the 

mailto:cleogou@hotmail.com
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art  in new technologies. Members are 

more than 300 companies throughout 

Spain.  

Thus, the activities of AIJU are closely 

related to the toy industry, provide direct 

service, transfers knowledge and 

researchers' subjects of general interest. 

The AIJU service organization develops a 

series of scientific and technical activities 

of great interest to the Spanish toy 

industries, activities that cannot ordinarily 

be undertaken individually by the 

companies, due to their small size. AIJU 

has a staff of more than 40 professionals 

including experts in design, 

telecommunications, electronic, computer 

science, chemistry, physics, etc... 

No less than three persons working at 

AIJU are members of ITRA.  

For more information, please look up the 

web site: www.guiadeljuguete.com 

The web site has been enlarged with an 

English version of the GUIDE  

 

Toy Guide 2002, published by AIJU, 

Instituto Technológico del  Juguete, is a 

bright toy catalogue with enchanting 

pictures that must be enormously attractive 

to kids. The 192 toys presented are 

grouped in descending order according to 

age, and classified in the four play 

categories established by the ESAR system 

by means of color coding and clear 

symbols to aid understanding: Exercise 

play, Assembling play, Symbolic play, and 

with rules. Toy Guide 2002 can be used as 

a compliment to Dorothy and Jerome 

Singer's Make-Believe: Games and 

Activities for Imaginative Play. Magination 

Press, American Psychological 

Association, Washington, DC, 1998.ISBN 

1 55798-717-3, and to Stevanne 

Auerbach's Dr Toy’s Smart Play. How to 

Raise a Child with a High PQ: St Martin’s 

Griffin1998. ISBN 0-312-18089-6. Both 

books reviewed in ITRA Newsletter Vol 8 

No1, March 2001 

 

 

 

THE NETHERLANDS 
The question of war toys is by no means 

ended, but pops up now and then. Recently 

i have had three reminders of it. First, I got 

hold of the study Aggression in Dutch 

Kindergarten Children by Joop 

Hellendoorn, and her colleague Frits 

J.H.Harinck, Leiden University, Leiden, 

The Netherlands, published in Social 

Development, Vol. 6, No 3, 1997. The war 

toy question was at its peek during the 70
th

 

and 8
th

 so the study did not seem very old. 

It is carried out in a traditional design in 

that the play behavior was observed and 

analyzed.  

 

The Dutch study encompasses 54 four-to-

seven-year-old Dutch children in a 

standard set of war toys and neutral toys 

was related to five groups of variables; 

Parental attitude, Possession of war toys at 

home, Habitual aggressiveness of the child 

in daily life, Characteristics of the toys 

themselves, and Play situation. No 

inference between war toy play and 

aggression could be found, and thereby no 

further light was cast on this seemingly 

eternal question.  

 

Next war toys apropos came when I was 

writing an article on "how to choose toys 

for children", requested by 

GrowingPeople, an expert group of 40 

medical doctors and pedagogues for an 

Internet web site, a bank of knowledge 

designed for parents and teachers. The 

editorial board asked me to emphasize the 

question of war toys because they are of 

great concern to adults, and also gender 

aspects on toy children's toy preferences 

and the - according to current research - 

possible future consequences on child's sex 

role personality. 

 

Next apropos came as I am recently asked 

by an Ellen Key Company in Sweden to 

give a speech entitled Ellen Key, the Peace 

and the Children and to participate in a 

seminar on the same theme. These parallel 

http://www.guiadeljuguete.com/
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circumstances made me look back and 

remember war toy studies 

from the 1950s through the 1990s. In  

1960s the war toy issue was at a peak, but 

none of them have been able to give any 

evidence that war toys have a more 

harmful impact on children than any other 

toys. 

 

U.S.A. 
Han, M., Benavides, A., & Christie, J. 

(2001), Arizona State University.  

Bilingual children's language usage during 

dramatic play. In S. Reifel (Ed.), Theory in 

ontext and Out. (pp.391-400) Westport, 

CT: Ablex.  

 

Alan E. Kazdin (editor in Chief), Spring 2 

000. Encyclopedia of Psychology. 

American Psychological Association, 

Oxford. 

 

Publisher: The work is "announcing the 

reference work that defines the field". 

Among the references is Goldstein J. H. 

(Ed.) Toys, play and child development, 

Cambridge University Press, 1994.  

Comment by Sutton-Smith B. "This is the 

best update on psychological research on 

toy play. Succeeds the work by B. Sutton-

Smith, Toys as culture".  

 

TOY COLLECTORS' CABINET 
The fact that Toys are culture, was once 

and forever confirmed by Brian Sutton-

Smith in his book "Toys as Culture", 1986, 

and Gilles Brougère has stated that toys 

make L'image d'enfance, i.e. the image of 

our childhood.  

 

Without collectors of 'toy culture history, 

e.g. Gary Cross (Kids' Stuff, Harward 

Univ. Press1997), Stephen Kline (Out of 

the Garden Toys and Children's Culture in 

the age of TV Marketing, Verso 1993), and 

other play- and toy researchers with a heart 

beating for past times. One may say that 

knowing pastime is the best - and perhaps 

only - way to understand today. Pastime 

makes a bridge till today and today 

forecasts the future. 

 

BRAZIL 

Pictures from an Exhibition is a cultural 

database created by Raquel Altman, Saö 

Paulo, Brazil. The collection does not 

contains toys as such, but 1500 pieces of 

tures from an Exhibition is a cultural 

database created by Raquel Altman, Saö 

Paulo, Brazil. The collection does not 

contains toys as such, but 1500 pieces of 

work, paintings, sculptures, and drawings 

from Ancient Greece to our days. Raquel 

has collected and systematized pictures 

from museums and galleries, books of art, 

postcards, and sites on Internet where art 

works by great artists show children at 

play, with toys or games or simply playing 

every kind of play games.  

 

The database collection makes a road to 

the understanding of how adults, artists at 

least, regarded children's play and use of 

toys in various societies and over 

centuries. It offers interesting and valuable 

knowledge of how children were seen in 

past times as portrayed by famous painters. 

It contains the Objectives and the 

Methodology of a Study Based on 

Masterpieces and Works of International 

Artists of all time representing Children's 

Play, their toys and games.  

 

Famous or not - they are all there 

The collection in the database 

encompasses works by Van Gogh, 

Cézanne, Chardin, Goya, and Murillo, but 

also anonymous painters and sculptors. 

They display art from romantic, classic, 

modern, impressionist, rococo, Chinese 

and Japanese periods. All pictures are 

classifieds by keywords like  

Kind of play or toy,  

Century when the art was created,  

Artist's name  

Country and city of the author,  

Museum or other place where it was found, 

etc.  
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A Russian toy car collector  

A new ITRA member is Eugeny Smirnov, 

University Professor in Novgorod, Russia, 

M.A has 12 years of teaching at various 

universities in UK, US and Russia. The 

last seven years he has been doing research 

on Old Toy Automobile History and toy 

collecting, a work that has resulted in the 

first book on the subject in his country. 

Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, founder of 

the National Motor Museum in England 

and eminent authority on automobile 

history and heritage has written the 

foreword to the book that will hopefully 

soon be published.  

E-mail eugene@kis.ru 

 

The article is an historical chronicle about 

model car making in Russia, and many 

examples on unique vehicles are given. 

Those who are intrigued by the issue are 

recommended to contact the author and 

order a copy at cost price plus postage. 

Below some segments of the article are 

presented. For the full article, please 

contact Esmimov Smirnov, email: 

esmirnov@forafund.ru 

 

Collecting Toy and Model Cars in 

Russia 

 Evgeny M. Smirnov   

 

For many of us, toys represent much more 

than just valuable antiques. They also 

provide wonderful reminders of childhood 

days. The French artist J.A.D. Ingres 

(1780-1867), whose favorite pastime, 

playing a violin, inspired the French to call 

any hobby Ingres’ violin. For many people, 

enchanted by its charming "music," toy car 

collecting has become "Ingres’ violin."   

 

The first models of horse-drawn coaches 

and carriages in Russia date back to the 

first half of the 19
th

 century.  "A Boy with 

Toys" -- a painting by an unknown Russian 

artist of the early 19
th

 century exhibited in 

the Pskov History and Fine Arts Museum - 

serves as a good example and evidence of 

the existence of horse-drawn miniatures in 

pre-motoring days in Russia. Between 

1902 and the beginning of the World War I 

in 1914 the artel even published illustrated 

catalogues of its items; these documents 

are now invaluable in identifying and 

dating toys.  

 

Toy cars appeared along with full size 

gasoline-driven automobiles and were 

commercially produced in the late 1890s. 

They were not true to scale replicas of 

existing cars but were based on popular 

makes of the early days of motoring such 

as Benz and Daimler in Germany, De Dion 

Bouton in France etc., and resembled these 

vehicles.  Some of these models were 

designed for use as cigar boxes and tiny 

vases. 

 

In 1937, toyshops in Moscow and 

Leningrad (St. Petersburg) started selling 

MECCANO automobile construction kits.  

 

In 1939, Shtampigrushka introduced two 

new toys - two types of tinplate clockwork 

motorcycles: one is regular and the other 

one with a sidecar. Both of them cannot be 

attributed to models but they do reflect the 

style and the shape of the thirties, and 

represent nice miniatures, the size being 

about 4.5 inches.  

 

Another attractive toy of this artel was an 

automobile with a streamlined body 

featuring the opening doors and rubber 

tyres. The miniature looked like a twin to a 

similar MARKLIN model. 

 

 

NEWS FROM TOY LAND 
Hasbro 

I am reading in Leksaksrevy, in English 

Swedish Toy Revue, member of the 

International Toy Magasine Association 

(ITMA), that Action Man has celebrated 

his 35
th

 birthday. In 1966 when he first 

entered the European toy market, he was 

already from 1964 known in USA as GI 

JOE. Young people in our times are 

assumed to change profession quite a few 

mailto:eugene@kis.ru
mailto:esmirnov@forafund.ru
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times in their job career, and that is also 

what happened to Action Man. In the 

beginning a military man, but then Hasbro, 

his maker, obviously, has sent him to a 

number of extra courses to give him a 

career as an "ultra cool action hero" to 

quote the Toy Revue. As the article 

assures, his 35-year celebration party and 

an incipient middle age won't stop Action 

Man in his brave struggle to save the 

world". He will eventually fight down his 

antagonist, 'bad boy' Dr X.  

 

Mattel 

A much younger impersonation is made by 

Miracle Doll from Mattel. Nearer to a live 

baby is difficult to find. I have watched the 

televised ad and can't help wondering 

whether the doll is a girl's substitute for a 

little sister. If so, it would be interesting to 

know if the kids treat the doll as they 

would do if a real rival as competitor of 

parents' love. The question is not far from 

one concerning an adopted little sister or 

brother.  

 

Some children - although themselves 

having been adopted, may reason like one 

little boy adopted from a South American 

country. When his was three, he and his 

parents went to China and brought back 

home a little girl for adoption.  

The boy was no longer the one and only 

child in the family, and felt somewhat like 

losing ground. One day he asked his 

mother: Isn't it time we go to China and 

return her, she must have a mother of her 

own, mustn't she?  

 

BRIO 

Swedish BRIO has joined The European 

Children's Trust, gathering a number of 

large international toy companies sending 

toys to nine newly opened nursery homes 

in Kosovo. The aim is to help 450 three to 

seven year-old very psychically wounded 

children, having been extremely subjected 

to the war, being able to work through 

their traumatic experiences by playing. 

Play is a wonderful means to get over 

traumatic experiences.  

 

Swedish Toy Retailers' Association 
Game of the Year is a contest that is 

annually arranged in a number of 

countries, e.g. Germany, England, and 

Italy. In Sweden the contest goes under the 

name of The Golden dice. Each of the 

countries has somewhat different 

arrangements and rules. In Sweden, the 

producers send in the games they want to 

contest with. The jury contains of three 

journalists and two toy researchers. Game 

of the Year. It is arranged by the Swedish 

toy retailers Association (SLR) starting in 

1984. Already the first year of judging the 

games we realized that there should be two 

classes, Family Games, and Child Games. 

The winner of " The child game of the 

year" receives a golden dice that is a bit 

smaller than that given to the winner of the 

adult game class. From April till late 

August the jury is busy trying the games, 

analyzing the rules, judging the layout and 

quality, and novelty of each game. Year 

2002 is the 18
th

 year of the Swedish 

contest Game of the year of the Golden 

dice] 

 

 

CHILDREN'S CORNER 
Did you know that: 

Every fifth child is tortured by stress 

Every tenth child is suffering from 

depression 

 

Children's stress is caused by 

- their own parents' (whole time 

working, too little time spare time)  

- school demands (home work, meeting 

up to mates' standards) 

- society standards (highly influenced by 

mass media models) 

 

Child depression is said to be a result of 

not ever feeling enough successful in 

school 

- not being able to live up to televised 

and journal ads showing how a boy and 
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a girl respectively "should" think, act 

and look 

- loneliness 

 

Nothing fun this time?  

Well, an anecdote may cheer us up. 

Teacher has told the children: Let us all 

close our eyes during Morning Prayer. 

Teacher afterwards:  

- Kathy, why didn't you close your eyes?  

- But teacher, how can you tell?  

 Sense morale: "you can't fool a baby".  

Kids do as we do, not as we preach. 

 

How can we help children to avoid 

stress? 

According to Swedish psychologist Bengt 

Grandelius, children as well as adults are 

"bombarded" with information. Not only 

does school stress children, but also their 

spare-time cause stress.A journalist 

specialized in medical issues, has collected 

some advice from Swedish organization 

BRIS, which stands for Barnens rätt i 

samhället. [Children's rights in society] 

One theme is the stress that so many 

children experience today. Children need 

to be a bit bored (my translation) offers a 

number advice how to help a child with 

stress symptoms. So why are children 

being stressed? 

 

The disastrous fundamental appears to be 

"never a dull moment". 

Everything is to be done quickly or the 

child will drop concentration.  

All needs have to be accomplished 

immediately or the child will get bored. 

 

Psychologist Advises: Slow down 

yourself or your child will also be 

aimlessly whirling around. You are the 

model. Don't listen so much to the child 

moaning "I have nothing to do". Being 

bored sometimes doesn't hurt. Do let your 

child understand that one cannot have 

everything. Do hug your child, love can 

never be spoiling  

 

 

 

Epilogue 
This Newsletter might well be the last 

before the World Congress in London in 

August. Still, I do have a couple of 

acquirements for you. First I would want 

you (if you have not yet done so), to send 

me your CV or simply a paragraph 

describing your background. I am 

collecting all member backgrounds for a 

planned report about how you became 

interested in the toy as an issue, either you 

are an academic researcher, a person 

working with children, or you are a toy 

collector or having interests in toy making. 

Please include the reason you came to 

focus on toys for children (or adults for 

that matter). The material I hope to obtain 

with such data is meant to give the basis 

for a "portrait" of the toy people, in this 

case, represented by the ITRA members.  

 

Second: Please pay your annual fee for 

year 2001 so that your fellow members 

need not pay for you to cover the expenses 

for the ITRA Secretariat. The bank account 

number to ITRA c/0 Birgitta Almqvist is 

3036 22 05 167. Swift address 

NBBKSESS, Nordea 851 92, Sundsvall, 

Sweden  

 

Transferring costs: 

For members of the EU, the cost for 

transferring money to another country is  - 

according to the bank - $3. For Americans 

and other non-EU countries, the lowest 

cost for you may be to send me a check 

addressed to ITRA ITRA Secretariat, c/o 

Birgitta Almqvist,  Nybrogatan 39, 852 35 

Sundsvall, Sweden. Each check costs the 

secretariat 60-120 SEK (ca.6-12 $) to 

exchange 

Receipt 

As soon as the secretariat receives your 

check the money will be deposited in our 

bank account and you will receive a 

receipt. The fee is $ 50, except for retired 

and students for whom it is $25. So far, 
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some 30% of our members have paid the 

fee for 2001.  

 

Finally: Please, do feel welcome to 

participate in the ITRA World Congress in 

London August 19-22, 2002.Your 

contribution will be of great value for the 

gathered global knowledge about any one 

of the issues presented and discussed 

during paper presentations, workshops and 

seminars. 

 

Mary Sinker sent an inspiring mail via 

TASP Playlist Serve list in December 

2001, quoting Sir George Bernhard Shaw. 

  

We do not stop playing because we 

grow old, we grow old because we 

stop playing 
 

 

 

One very nice way to recall your childhood is reading and taking to your heart the following 

charming as well as nostalgic reminders that ITRA member Stevanne Auerbach, alias 

Dr.Toy drtoy@drtoy.com, wants to share with us all: 

 

Remember when... 

Going "eeny-meeny-miney-mo" made decisions. 

Mistakes were corrected by simply exclaiming, "Do over!" 

"Race issue" meant arguing about who ran the fastest. 

The worst thing you could catch from the opposite sex was cooties. 

It was unbelievable that dodge ball wasn't an Olympic event. 

Having a weapon in school meant being caught with a slingshot. 

Scrapes and bruises were kissed and made better. 

Taking drugs meant orange-flavored chewable aspirin. 

Abilities were discovered because of a "double-dog-dare."  

 

 

If you can remember most or all of these, 

then you have LIVED!!!  

 

Pass this on to anyone who may need a break from "grown up" life...  

I DOUBLE DOG DARE YA!!! 

 

Stevanne Auerbach, PhD./Dr. Toy www.drtoy.com 

mailto:drtoy@drtoy.com
http://www.drtoy.com/
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Reminder of the 

World congress 

TOYS, GAMES AND MEDIA 

19-22 August 2002 

London, England   
World congress of the International Toy Research Association will be held in conjunction 

with the Centre for the Study of Children, Youth & Media, University of London Institute of 

Education and will be hosted by the Institute of Education, near Russell Square and the 

British Museum.  

 

The Centre was founded in 2000 by Professor David Buckingham, and is acting as a focus 

for research and consultancy, as well as for networks of practitioners in the field. Current 

projects focus on the uses of educational media in the home; migrant/refugee children’s uses 

of the internet; children’s responses to sexual content on television; and media education in 

secondary schools and in youth/community work settings. 

  

The congress is sponsored by  

British Toy & Hobby Association 

Toy Manufacturers of America 

 

Scientific advisory committee 

Birgitta Almqvist, ITRA secretary, Sundsvall, Sweden 

Gilles Brougere, Universite Paris Nord 

David Buckingham, Institute of Education University of London 

Jeffrey Goldstein, University of Utrecht, The Netherlands 

Stephen Kline, Simon Fraser University, British Columbia 

Brian Sutton-Smith, Professor Emeritus, University of Pennsylvania 

 

 

Organizing committee 

Gilles Brougère Email: brougere@noos.fr 

President, ITRA 

Département des sciences de l’éducation 

Université Paris-Nord 

99 Av. J.B. Clément 

93430  Villetaneuse, France 

David Buckingham d.buckingham@mentor.ioe.ac.uk 

Director 

Centre for the Study of Children, Youth & Media 

University of London Institute of Education  

20 Bedford Way 

London, England  WC1H 0AL 

 

Jeffrey Goldstein j.goldstein@wxs.nl  

Dept. of Social & Organizational Psychology 

University of Utrecht 

Postbus 80140 3508 TC Utrecht, The Netherlands 

mailto:brougere@noos.fr
mailto:d.buckingham@mentor.ioe.ac.uk
mailto:j.goldstein@wxs.nl
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Conference themes 

 

The themes of the conference are the uses and effects of toys, games and media; toys as 

media, and media as toys.  A wide range of approaches is encouraged from the biological, 

psychological, and social sciences. 

  

Papers, workshops, and symposia are designed to explore any of the conference themes.  

Topics are likely to include: 

. historical analyses of children’s toys and media 

. aesthetics and cultural identities in children’s media 

. children’s patterns of media use 

. globalization of children’s culture 

. uses and interpretations of computer games 

. applications of media to health, education, science 

. media literacy 

. comparative studies of toys and other media 

. television games  

. toy inventories at home, in schools 

. new entertainment technologies  

¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤ 

 

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM 

 
TOYS, GAMES AND MEDIA 

International Toy Research Association and the 
Centre for the Study of Children, Youth and Media  

Institute of Education, University of London 
 

19-22 August 2002 
Institute of Education, 20 Bedford Way, London WC1H 0AL 

 
Monday 19 August 
 
08.30-10.00 Registration 
 
10.00-10.30 Opening of congress (David Buckingham, Jeffrey Goldstein) 
 
10.30-11.15 Keynote address:  ‘Web restricted: Do computers make good toys?’   

Ellen Seiter  
 
11.15-12.00 British Toy and Hobby Association and the National Toy Council 
  . Making time for toys 

. National Association of Toy & Leisure Libraries.  Glenys  
Carter 

 
12.00-12.30 BRIO Prize 2002.  Presented by Dag Ivarsson, BRIO, Osby, Sweden 
 
12.30-13.30 Lunch 
 

________________________________ 
 
[beginning of parallel sessions, A, B, C] 
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[Mon.]  13.30-15.00  

 
A Advertising and marketing toys 

 
Toys and games of yesteryear.  Keith Cranwell.  U.K. 

 
Polarized play worlds: Gender constructions in children’s toy advertisements.  
Merris Griffiths.  University of Wales, U.K.   
 
Children’s patterns of media use.  Luisa Magalhaes.  University of Minho, 
Portugal  [10] 
 

B Evaluating children’s technologies   [tech track] 
  
  Lydia Plowman*.  University of Sitrling, U.K.  chair.   
  Hanne Boutrup.  Lego Dacta, Denmark 
  Rosemary Luckin.  University of Sussex, U.K. 
  Kirsten Risden.  Learning Business Unit, Microsoft.  U.S.A. 
  Danae Stanton.  University of Nottingham, U.K. 
  Tba.  LeapFrog, U.K. 
 

C WORKSHOP:  Toy design:  
 

Make your own simple science toys. 
Abhay Kothari and Shraddha Kothari.  Manthan Educational Programme 
Society, Ahmedabad, India  

 
1500.-15.30 Coffee  
 
[Mon.]  15.30-17.00 
 

A Case studies of toys 
 

Kitty Litter: Consuming Japanese cute.  Christine R. Yano.  University of 
Hawaii, U.S.A.    

 
Creative Playthings: Educational toys and postwar American culture.  Amy F. 
Ogata.  Bard Graduate Center for Studies in the Decorative Arts, Design and 
Culture.   New York, U.S.A.    
 
Hasbro Interactive Play sets.  Tammie Hutto.  See Beyond.  Monrovia, CA, 
U.S.A.    
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B Technological toys and play [tech track] 
 
Adaptation of traditional toys and games to new technologies. 
M. Costa, M. Romero, & M. Fabregat*.  Spanish Toy Research Institute.  Spain.   

  

Preschool children’s play with Rescue Heroes: Effects of technology-enhanced figures 

on the themes of play.  Doris Bergen.  U.S.A.  

 
Seen but not heard: The young child’s voice in toys and media. 

 Karen Lury.  University of Glasgow, Scotland.   
 

C Media, games and play contexts  
 
Playing and learning with technology toys: New York City high schoolers and 
multiple media at home and school.  JoEllen Fisherkeller.  New York 
University.  U.S.A.   
 
Lost in space? Media play on the uncharted planet of out of school hours care.  
Karen Orr Vered.  Flinders, Australia   

 

Mediation: Child, parent and computer game.  Manuela Malheiro & Antonio 
Osorio.  University of Minho, Braga, Portugal.   
 

  
18.30-20.30   Reception: Museum of Childhood  

Sponsored by British Toy and Hobby Association and the Victoria & Albert 
Museum of Childhood 

 
________ 

 
 
Tuesday 20 August 
 
09.00-10.30  

 
A Globalization  
 
 Global bricks – mediated play: The mediatization of a global toy  

industry.  Stig Hjarvard.  University of Copenhagen.  Denmark   
 
Globalization of children’s culture.  Mirjana Duran.  University of Osijek, 
Croatia 

 
National and global effects in toy collections of children in Turkey.  Nermin 
Celen, Bekir Onur, Tulin Sener Demir.  Ulada University/ Ankara  University 

 
B Child-machine interface [tech track] 
 
 Profiling children’s interaction styles with digital toy technology. 

  Daniel Connolly*, Rosemary Luckin, Lydia Plowman, & 

Sharon  
Airey.   University of Sussex, University of Stirling, U.K.   
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Making sense of computer games: Learning with new cultural artifacts.  Jonas 
Linderoth.  University of Gothenburg.  Sweden.   

 

 Tangible interfaces in smart toys.  Mark Allen.  Brunel University.   
Egham, Surrey, U.K.   
 

 C Toys and child development 
 
Parellel developments and development parallels.  Siegfried Zoels.  Berlin, 
Germany   
 
Learning social values and gender differences: Adolescents’ biographies on 
their toys.  Judit Vidiella Pages.  University of Barcelona.  Spain 

 
Ways to evaluate and select the best educational toys.  Stevanne Auerbach.*  
San Francisco, CA, U.S.A.   

 

10.30-11.00 tea  
 
[Tues.] 11.00-12.45 

 
A History I 

 
Made to play, preserved for display. 
Cleo Gougoulis.*  Peloponnesian Folklore Foundation.  Athens, Greece  
 
Games and daycare for early childhood in France: Some historical stages.  
Liane Mozere.  University of Metz, France   
 
Historical analysis of children’s toys.  U. E. Iwoketok.  University of Jos, 
Nigeria 
 
The emergence of the chil-centred bookshelf, 1960-2000.  Jay Gabler.  
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, USA 
 

B Computer game studies  [tech track] 
 

Jeffrey Goldstein, chair.  University of Utrecht, The Netherlands 
 

Stephen Kline.  Simon Fraser University.  Burnaby, BC, Canada.  Learners, 
spectators or gamers in the media-saturated household.   
 
Joost Raessens.  University of Utrecht, The Netherlands   Computer games 
as participatory culture.   
 
Eric Zimmerman.  Gamelab.  New York.  What makes a video game a ‘

 game’?   
 

Arthur Pober.  Former president, Entertainment Software Rating  
Board.  New York.  How and why video games are rated.   

 
 C. Playgrounds  
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 In search of utopia: The history of the American playground.  Allison  

Butler.  New York University.  U.S.A.   
 
From Pokemon to Potter: Trainee teachers’ playground research.  Elizabeth 
Grugeon.  De Montfort University, Bedford, U.K.   
 
‘Ah, so that’s what she meant!’  The use of natural materials in outdoor play at 
school as a method of reinforcing concepts.  Marc Armitage.  U.K.   

 
12.45-13.30 Lunch  
 

 

 

[Tues.]  13.30-15.00  
 
A Therapeutic toy play   
 

The importance of children’s play for medical procedures and hospitalization.  
Edda Bomtempo (Universidade de Sao Paulo, Brazil) & Maria Rita Zoega 
Soares (Universidade Estadual de Londrina, Brazil)  
 
Disabled children’s everyday play.  M. Takatori (Centro Universitario Sau 
Camilo), E. Bomtempo (Universitade de Sao Paulo, Brazil)   
 
Travis Colley.  Extreme adolescence: Therapeutic furniture design for an 
abused adolescent.  tcolley@ucalgary.ca    
 
Toys: A proposal to humanize the hospital.  Tizuko Morchida Kishimoto, 
Sheila Regina Miura, Melissa Miuyki Habe.  University of Sao Paulo, Brazil   

 
B Multimedia   [tech track]  
 
 The role of multimedia toys in children’s preparation for using real  

tools and machines.   Elzbieta Halaburda.  University of Bialystok.   
Poland  
 
Video games and interactive toys: A few working hypotheses on  some hybrid 
products.  Laurent Tremel.  GES-INRP, Paris, France   
 
From Mindmaze to Nickelodeon:The use of game genres and gaming 
metaphors in electronic encyclopaedias.  An evolutionary perspective.  Giota 
Alevizou.  University of Sussex.  U.K.   
 
 

 
C Workshop: Toy design 
  
 Participatory design with children: Techniques, challenges, and  

successes.   Allison Farber, Sante Simms, Allison Druin, & Jaime  
Montemayor.  University of Maryland.  College Park, MD, U.S.A.    

   
15.00-15.30 Coffee 
 

mailto:tcolley@ucalgary.ca
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[Tues.]  15.30-17.30  
 

A Toy culture in preschool education 
  
 Waltraut Hartmann, chair.  University of Vienna.  Austria    
 
 Birgitta Almqvist.  Sundsvall, Sweden 
 Gilles Brougere.  University Paris Nord.  France 
 Tizuko Morchida Kishimoto.  University of Sao Paulo, Brazil 
 Vickii Jenvey.  Monash University.  Clayton, Victoria, Australia 
 

  
B Media fantasies  
  

Dafna Lemish, chair  Tel Aviv University, Israel    
 
 Children’s media-related fantasies: A cross cultural comparison  

among Germany, Israel, Korea and the U.S.A.   
 

 Amy Aidman.  U.S.A. 
 Maya Gotz.  Germany 
 Hyesung Moon.  South Korea  
 
C Children and media  
 
 Solange Jobim e Souza, chair    

 

Raquel Goncalves Salgado.  Catholic University, Rio de Janeiro,  
Brazil. 

 
Sara Pereira.  Television for children in Portugal.  Sara Pereira.  University of 
Minho, Portugal    

 

Traditional toys in Turkey: Comparison in a rural and urban setting.  Bekir 
Onur, Nermin Celen, & Muge Artar.   University of Ankara, Turkey. 

 
_____ 

 
 
[Tues.]  18.00-19.30  ITRA general meeting 
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Wednesday, 21 August 
 
09.00-10.30   
 

A Studying toys and play: Methods 
 
 Observing children’s play: Mindful methods.  Alice M. Meckley*.  Millersville  

University, PA, U.S.A.    
 

Children as visual ethnographers in exploring the meaning of toys.  Claudia A. 
Mitchell.  McGill University.  Montreal, Quebec, Canada   
 
Rating children’s enjoyment of toys, games, and media.  Sharon Airey, Lydia 
Plowman, Daniel Connolly, & Rosemary Luckin.  University of Sterling, University of 
Sussex    
 

 
 B New entertainment technologies [tech track] 
 
 Eva Petersson, chair.  Halmstad University, Sweden    
 

Christina Aderklou, Albert-Jan Baerveldt, Lotta Fritzdorf & Eva Petersson.  Play and 
intelligent systems: Pedatronics. 

 
Jeanette Beengtsson, Josef Bigun, Jennie Johansson & Eva Petersson.  An image is 
worth a thousand words: Children’s interpretation of visual information. 

 
Christina Aderklou, Lotta Fritzdorf & Eva Petersson.  Pl@yground: pedagogical 
innovation, digital communication, and play products.  

 
 C Media fantasy and reality 
 

Media talk, media references and identity construction: The case of a linguistically 
and culturally mixed peer group in an Athenian primary  
school.  Vally Lytra.  University of London.   
 
Acting up or acting out? Jerry Springer in the playground.  Suki Ali.  Goldsmiths 
College, London 
 
‘I’ve got that at home.’  Roles, realities and representations in children’s play.  Helen 
Bromley*.  University of London 

 
 
10.30-11.00 tea 
 
 
 

mailto:Pl@yground
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[Wed.]  11.00-12.30 
   

A Violent and disgusting toys 
 
Playing with the unspeakable? Or, selling ‘undertaker Barbie’ and ‘Sim Cemetery’.   
David Ritchie.  Deakin University, Victoria, Australia   
 
Toy as mediator between child and culture: With toys against ‘the culture of violence 
and war’.  Jasna Krstovic.  University of Rijeka, Croatia 
 
On being scared to death…just kidding?  Virginia Mehrtens.  University of Western 
Sydney, Australia 

 
 B Computer games [tech track] 
  

Social psychological aspects of computer games.  Greta Dermendjieva.   Sofia 
University.  Sofia, Bulgaria.   

 
New media, computer games and the changing images of childhood.  Friedrich Krotz.  
University of Muenster, Germany 

 
Video games: Media violence and the child audience.  Anastassia Novikova & 
Alexander Fedorov.  Taganrog State Pedagogical Institute, Russia.    

 
C Toy design 

 
 Toys within us: Participatory media for developing indigenous toys.   

Sudarshan Khanna.  National Institute of Design, India.    
 

Low cost toys for application to non-formal science education and media.   
 Abhay Kothari.   

 
Toy – Creative chrysalis through media.  Gayatri Menon.  National  

 Institute of Design, Ahmedabad, India    
 
12.30-13.15 lunch 
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13.15-15.00 
 

A Toys and play in early education 
 

Teachers views about play, imagination, creativity and the use of multiple symbol 
systems for learning in Taiwanese kindergartens.  LPei-Yu Chang, Jim Johnson*, 
Karen Johnson.  National Taipei College of Nursing and Penn State University, 
U.S.A.   
 
Preschool play and culture.  Bozhidar Angelov, et al.  Sofia University, Bulgaria  
  
 
Board games (jeux de societe) in language teaching and learning context.  Haydee 
Silva Ochoa.  Autonomous University of Mexico  
 
Television as a toy.  Guillermo Orozco Gomez.  University of Guadalajara, Mexico.   
 
B History II  
 
The toy and the press in France, from 1760 to 1860.  Michel Manson.   
University of Paris, France    
 
The revival of the English Toy Theatre, 1945-2001.  Alan Powers.   
   
Toys and children’s broadcast culture in the 1920s and 1930s.  Josie Dolan.   
University of Reading, U.K.   

 
‘Mickey Mouse magazine’ (Topolino) between two generations: A cultural study of 
hidden educative models in the last 15 years.  Massimiliano Tarozzi.  University of 
Bologna, Italy.  
 

 C Doll studies  
 
 Korean children’s doll play with western and Korean style dolls.  Dongju  

Shin* & Young Eui Yoo.  Duksung Women’s University, Seoul, Korea   
 
The Victorian doll and domestic education for girls.  Meredith Eliassen.   
San Francisco State University Library, San Francisco, CA, U.S.A.   
 
Virtual(ly) dolls? Early dolls and their virtual counterparts, a gender comparison.  
Jacqueline Reid-Walsh.  McGill University and Bishop’s University, Canada   
 
Beautiful Barbie, a lady doll for dollies?  Marie-Grancoise Hanquez-Maincent.  
France.  
  
 

15.00-15.30 coffee  
 
 
 
 
15.30-17.00 
 

A Toy cultures 
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 Toys in an event culture.  Gisela Wegener-Spohring*.  University of Cologne,  
Germany 
 
So much icing, so little substance: Cupcakes and feminine identities.  Wendy Varney.  
University of Wollongong, Australia. 
   
The construction of dependence in adolescents’ discourse about technology.  Rivka 
Ribak.  University of Haifa, Israel.    

 

 B Children and the internet  [tech track] 
 
 Playing, learning and teaching: Kids in cyberspace.  Rebekah Willett.   

University of London.    
 
Children and the use of the internet: A case study in Barcelona, Spain.   
Magdalena Albero-Andres.  Universidad Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain.   
 
Children’s knowledge and web interactions.  Sandra Marlene Barra &  
Manuel Jacinto Sarmento.  University of Minho, Braga, Portugal.   

 
 C Role playing games  
 
 Dianne Carr. Play dead: Planescape Torment, horror and RPG’s 
  

Gareth Schott.  Moving between the spectral and material plane: Interactivity in  
social play with computer games 

  
Andrew Burn*  Final Fantasy: Multimodal competences in player engagement. 
All from University of London.   

 
19.00-22.00 Thames River cruise      
 
 

Thursday 22 August 
 
09.30-11.00 ITRA board meeting 
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Registration and fees 

 
You may register by post, fax, or email.  Registration is limited, so register early. Early 

registration ends 30 June 2002.  After 30 June, registration fees increase.  Cancellations will 

be accepted until 15 June 2002.  Registration fees will be refunded minus £25 processing 

costs.  There will be no refunds after this date. 

 

Registration for the conference includes tea breaks, sandwich lunch, reception and social 

events.   

   Early registration Until 30 June 2002 £ 200

    

  Late registration After 30 June 2002 £ 250

      

  Registration for one day (space permitting) £ 100  

   

Student/Spouse Until 30 June 2002   £   75 

 

Payment may be made by credit card (MasterCard or Visa) or by cheque payable to the 

Institute of Education.  Send registration information to Elaine Peck, Conference Office, 

University of London Institute of Education, 20 Bedford Way, London,  

England WC1H 0AL fax: +44 207 612 6126   

 

Limited financial support is available to participants for whom registration fees and 

travel costs would present a hardship.  Please submit your request for financial consideration 

before 15 November 2001, along with the abstract of your conference paper, workshop or 

symposium to: Prof. Gilles Brougère, Département des Sciences de l’Education, Université 

Paris Nord, 99 Av. J.B. Clément, 93430 Villetaneuse, France [email: brougere@noos.fr] 

  

 

Social events 

The Institute of Education is adjacent to Russell Square, near the British Museum, Covent 

Garden, West End theatres, Soho and Piccadilly.  Social events will include a reception hosted 

by the British Toy and Hobby Association. Delegates are encouraged to explore London on 

their own.  London is one of the world’s most vibrant cities, with museums, restaurants, music 

and theatre to suit all tastes and budgets.  

 

If you are tired of London, you are tired of life, 
Samuel Johnson, alias Dr. Johnson, British author who lived 1709-1784. 

 
 

mailto:brougere@noos.fr

