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PROLOGUE 
 

The International Toy Research Association Newsletter is designed to keep members up to 

date with research in the fields of toys and play. In this issue, readers will find an overview 

of the 2014 ITRA World Congress to be held in Braga, Portugal, a Member’s Profile, the 

Members’ Forum, information on the 2013 BRIO Prize, various publications, conference 

previews and reviews. The Newsletter has been formatted to allow the document to be 

read in either printed form or as a soft copy, which can be found on the ITRA website. 

 

The ITRA website (http://www.itratoyresearch.org.) covers the following: a description of 

ITRA, a brief history of the association, how to become a member, a catalogue of downloadable newsletters, and 

details of the forthcoming ITRA World Congress. 

 

Those of you who promised material that never arrived… send it again. For those who made contributions, 

without which there would be many more blank spaces, a massive thank you. 

 

Enjoy the Newsletter. 
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Greetings from the President of ITRA 
 

Dear ITRA friends and colleagues, 

 

The Winter issue of our Newsletter, which our marvellous and industrious editorial team Mark 

Allen, Kati Heljakka, and Suzy Seriff have elegantly put together, coincides with ITRA’s 20
th

 

anniversary. A long time has elapsed since 16 toy researchers representing countries from both 

sides of the Atlantic responded to Jeffrey Goldstein’s, Brian Sutton-Smith’s, and Jorn-Martin 

Steenhold’s initiative to form an international association for toy research. The 16 founders of 

ITRA convened in Utrecht in September 1993 thanks to the hospitality of Professor Jeffrey 

Goldstein and the University of Utrecht and the generous sponsorships of the Toy Manufacturers 

of Europe and the Toy Manufacturers of America. The fundamental reason for creating an association 

exclusively devoted to toy research was the realization of the limited place that research on the role of toys 

occupied against a well established and rapidly expanding interdisciplinary research tradition on play.  

 

During the 20 years since its foundation, ITRA has grown to include more than 150 members from all parts of 

the globe, bringing together academics, practitioners, and designers all united by their dedication to disseminate 

knowledge of toys and play materials and by their support of the idea of developing good toys for children (and 

adults- who never stop being attracted to toys, as we are usefully reminded by Kati Heljakka’s PhD thesis, 

summarized in our Member’s Forum). Toward this end, ITRA has organized six World Congresses and has 

established the ITRA-BTHA prize for outstanding toy research, thanks to the generous support of the British 

Toy and Hobby Association. Furthermore ITRA has launched 17 volumes of the ITRA Newsletter thanks to the 

enthusiasm and the hard work of the pioneer editor, the late Birgitta Almqvist and the consecutive editorial 

teams composed of Mark Allen (who is also our website wizard at www.itratoyresearch.org), Helena Kling, 

Suzy Seriff and more recently Kati Heljakka ,who I would like to warmly congratulate for receiving her 

doctorate from the University of Aalto, Finland. Well done Kati! 

 

ITRA will celebrate its 20
th

 anniversary during the upcoming 7
th

 ITRA World Congress in Braga, Portugal, 23
rd

 -

25
th

 July 2014. Luisa Magalhães and her team at the Catholic University of Portugal report that preparations of 

the scientific and the social program are progressing according to schedule and that we are heading toward an 

exciting and important worldwide event. Braga will be the meeting point for two important events for toy 

research: the award of the BRIO prize and the ITRA_BTHA prize. I am happy to announce that the 2013 BRIO 

prize will be awarded to Professor Sudarshan Khanna, National Institute of Design Ahmedabad, India. On behalf 

of the ITRA Board I would like to congratulate Sudarshan for this timely award which acknowledges a lifetime 

devotion to the study and dissemination of knowledge of indigenous toys and toy design.  

 

There is still time to submit your paper proposals for the ITRA_BTHA prize until the new deadline of 15
th

 

January 2014. This is also the extended deadline for submission of paper proposals for the upcoming 

Braga conference.  

 

Don’t forget to check our website www.itratoyresearch.org for updated information on the conference and make 

sure you send your proposals on time for this will be an event that simply cannot be missed!  

 

 

Best wishes to you all for the holidays and a bright and playful 2014.  

 

 

Cleo Gougoulis 

Peloponnesian Folklore Foundation 

Nafplion 

GREECE 

Tel. +30 210 9846 297 

Fax: +30210 9846-607 

Email:  cleogougoulis@yahoo.gr

http://www.itratoyresearch.org/
http://www.itratoyresearch.org/
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THE 7
th

 ITRA WORLD CONFERENCE 
 

The Association holds international conferences every three years. So far six international conferences have been 

organized: Halmstad, Sweden (1996 & 1999), London, England (2002), Alicante, Spain (2005), Nafplion, 

Greece (2008), and Bursa, Turkey (2011).  

Note: There is still time to submit a proposal to officially participate in the Braga conference! The deadline for 

our Call for Papers has been extended to 15
th

 January 2014, to give you all ample time to regroup after the 

winter holidays and get your thoughts together. Don’t miss the action, the celebration, and the intellectual 

exchange of our 20
th

 anniversary Congress! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TOYS as LANGUAGE and COMMUNICATION 

 
 

The 7
th

 ITRA World Congress will be held in conjunction with the Catholic University of Portugal, Faculty of 

Philosophy in Braga, Portugal, and will take place 23
rd 

- 25
th

 July 2014. 

 

 

Congress Venue 

The Congress will be held at the Faculty of Philosophy, Catholic University of Portugal situated in the historic 

centre of Braga, Praça da Faculdade, 1, 4710-297 Braga. 

 

 

Call for papers 

The International Toy Research Association, founded in 1993, is devoted to the scientific study of toys in all 

their facets. ITRA brings together toy researchers from all corners of the globe (see www.itratoyresearch.org for 

further information). This is our 7
th

 World Congress to discuss research, collaborate on international projects, 

and exchange information with other researchers, students, and leaders in the toy industry. More than 100 

international delegates attended our previous meeting in Bursa, Turkey. 

The Catholic University of Portugal (www.ucp.pt) is recognized by the Portuguese State as a free autonomous 

university and an institution of public utility. Since its foundation, it has made a significant contribution to the 

development of higher education in Portugal. UCP has a regional structure. Although it is one university, it is 

constituted by four regional centres: Beiras, Braga, Lisbon and Porto. 

The Regional Centre of Braga was established in 1999, with three Faculties: the Faculty of Philosophy, the 

Faculty of Social Sciences and the Faculty of Theology. The Faculty of Philosophy is at the origin of the 

Catholic University of Portugal. Founded in 1947 as the first faculty in this town the Faculty of philosophy was 

integrated into the Catholic University of Portugal in 1967. 

Communication Sciences is the newest area of teaching and research in the Faculty of Philosophy. It is a lively 

and dynamic environment with its own radio station, printed newspaper and television studio. Students get 

theoretical as well as practical training before they enter traineeship in the last year of the course. 

 

 

Conference themes 
The dominant theme of the 7

th
 World Congress is “Toys as language and communication”.  But other topics 

pertaining to toys are also welcome. 

All play media and play objects are included in the concept of ‘toys’. The relevance of toys in the development 

of language and communication is high. Toys and playing with toys relates to many issues of establishing human 

relations and building social interactions and therefore they are inextricably linked to the history of human 

civilization. In fact, it remains an important task to analyse and understand toys as instruments fostering well-

being, interaction and knowledge. Thus, the connection between toys and other elements of communication and 

language can be seen as an inevitable theme for toy researchers. 

www.itratoyresearch.org%20
www.ucp.pt
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Language in its different features and modalities is a research subject in Communication Sciences. We therefore 

address verbal and non-verbal language as a means to foster and evidence human intelligence as well as human 

communicative and social skills.  

Toys promote language development as well as communication. Toys and playing with toys are also significant 

on a practical level: from language development to education, health, therapy, art, craftsmanship, design and 

engineering. 

Papers, panels and poster sessions are especially invited on any of the following congress themes: 

• Toys, signs and meanings 

• Toys as verbal and non-verbal language 

• Toys, narratives and metaphors 

• Toys as texts in spatial, historical and socio-cultural contexts 

• Toys creativity and design  

• Toys, gender and generations 

• Toys, education, health and environment 

• Toys and media: production, marketing, advertising and consumption 

• Toys, games and new technologies 

 

 

To submit a paper, symposium or poster 

If you would like to present a paper, organize a symposium or present a poster please submit the requested 

abstract or proposal, in English, before 15
th

 January 2014. Submissions should be sent to Luisa Magalhães at 

itra2014abstracts@gmail.com  

Papers will be limited to 30 minutes, including time for questions and comments. If you would like to present a 

paper, please submit a one-page abstract, in English, by 15
th

 January 2014.   

Symposia will be limited to 2 hours, with three or four presentations on a common theme.  Proposals should 

contain the title of the symposium and abstracts of presentations along with the names, affiliations and email 

addresses of the chairperson and each contributor. Each proposal should include an overview of the session not 

to exceed 350 words, before 15
th

 January 2014. 

Posters should be suitable for presentation. Poster sessions usually do not occupy congress time and take place 

during the coffee breaks. Their duration should be limited to 20 minutes. If you would like to present a poster, 

please submit a one-page abstract, in English, by 15
th

 January 2014. 

The scientific committee will review your abstract or proposal for its suitability to the congress. You will receive 

a reply in late March 2014.  

Participants must register for the congress prior to the deadline of 30
th

 April 2014 in order to take advantage of 

the early registration fee. 

 

 

Registration and fees 
You may register by filling-in the registration form available below and sending it to itra2014braga@gmail.com. 

Registration is limited, so register early. Early registration ends 30
th

 April 2014. After 30
th

 April registration fees 

increase. Cancellations will be accepted until 30
th

 May 2014 and the paid fee will then be refunded with 

deduction of the bank expenses. No refunds will be provided after 30
th

 May 2014. 

Registration for the congress includes coffee breaks, lunches, a reception and a guided tour of Braga. It also 

includes an excursion to the historical town of Ponte de Lima, its toy museum and a folklore performance. This 

excursion is planned for the evening of 24
th

 July 2014. Separate registration is required for the Braga tour, the 

excursion to Ponte de Lima and for the optional dinner at a local restaurant (see Social Events section). 

 Early registration until 30
th

 April 2014  250 Euros  

Late registration after 1
st
 May 2014  280 Euros  

Registration at the congress   300 Euros  

Student (status confirmation needed) until 30
th

 April 2014  150 Euros  

Student (status confirmation needed) after 1
st
 May 2014 175 Euros  

Student (status confirmation needed) registration at congress    200 Euros  

Accompanying person   100 Euros 

One-day registration (space permitting)  120 Euros 

Payment may be made by bank transfer to the following account number.  

Beneficiary:  

UNIVERSIDADE CATÓLICA PORTUGUESA 

BANCO ESPÍRITO SANTO  
NIB: 0007 0602 00484150000 81 

IBAN: PT50 0007 0602 0048 4150 0008 1 

SWIFT/BIC: BESCPTPL 

Registrants must have their name mentioned in the bank transfer to provide identification of the sender. Bank 

expenses should be covered by the registrants. 

mailto:itra2014abstracts@gmail.com
mailto:itra2014braga@gmail.com
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Financial support 
Limited financial support is available to participants for whom registration fees and travel costs would present a 

hardship. Please submit your request for financial consideration before 15
th

 January 2014 along with the abstract 

of your paper, or symposium to:  

Cleo Gougoulis, email: cleogougoulis@yahoo.gr  

 

 

Deadlines 

Abstracts of papers – 15
th

 January 2014 

Proposals for symposia – 15
th

 January 2014 

Abstracts of posters – 15
th

 January 2014 

Request for financial assistance – 15
th

 January 2014 

Response from review committee – 30
th

 March 2014  

Early registration until – 30
th

 April 2014 

 

 

Accommodation 

In order to make your reservation safer and more comfortable the Organization and the Abreu travel agency have 

selected a list of hotels with special prices for the congress participants. Please contact Catarina Aguiar 

(Agência Abreu) in case you have any further queries concerning the reservation process. 

Please send your reservation directly to the email address indicated below: 

VIAGENS ABREU S.A.   A/C Catarina Aguiar 

Phone: 351 253 200540 

Email : caguiar@abreu.pt    

URL: www.abreu.pt 

 

Name Star Type Extras Cost per night 

Melia Hotel & Spa  5 Single Breakfast €80 

Hotel do Elevador 4 Single Breakfast €65 

Golden Tulip Hotel  4 Double Breakfast €65 

Hotel Mercure Centro  4 Single Breakfast €64 

Hotel Bracara Augusta  4 Single Breakfast €63 

Hotel do Templo  4 Single Room only €60 

Youth Hostel Braga
(1)

 - Double Breakfast €27 
(1)

 Please note that Agência Abreu are not making bookings for the Youth Hostel. Bookings should be made via 

the Pousadas de Juventude website indicated.  

Note: Prices quoted are subject to change without notice.  

 

 

Social Events 

Braga, situated in North Portugal, 50 km from Porto, is a fine city for holding a Congress because it is rather 

small with less than 200,000 inhabitants, has a well developed infrastructure, a historic and charming atmosphere 

and much to offer to visitors on a historical, architectural and gastronomic level as well as on the level of leisure 

and entertainment. It is nice wandering around the centre of Braga with its many historical buildings and 

churches in Renaissance, Baroque and Rococo style and this without having to use public or private transport. 

There are also some fine gardens such as the “Santa Barbara Gardens” which are within walking distance of the 

medieval walls of the Archbishop’s palace. In the large pedestrian area one finds inexpensive yet inviting 

restaurants with open air service featuring the local cuisine, with full bodied, locally produced wine such as the 

famous Vinho Verde. Even the bookshops have a special old-world charm as they not only sell books but also 

serve homemade coffee and cakes. A remarkable fountain in the Praça da Republica offers a light and music 

show each evening.  

In 2012 Braga received the title of European Youth Capital. While the population is young and engaged, the 

town itself boasts ancient roots dating back to 250 BC, when it became the capital of the Roman Galicia region. 

Braga is located 35 minutes by shuttle from the airport of Porto. It enjoys an easy and efficient public transport 

system and ample public facilities for tourists. In the town centre one finds the TURISMO or public tourism 

office helping tourists with information and even guides. Those who like to hike and discover the magic of 

nature’s wonders should visit the hilly Bom Jesus Sanctuary and its park. To reach the 400m high area there are 

many stairs to climb but one can also take the Hydraulic Elevator—an  experience in itself!—and  walk down the 

stairs. From Bom Jesus the visitor can enjoy a splendid view of Braga and the surrounding region. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Braga 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bom_Jesus_do_Monte 

mailto:cleogougoulis@yahoo.gr
mailto:caguiar@abreu.pt
http://www.abreu.pt/
http://www.melia.com/hotels/portugal/braga/melia-braga/home.htm
http://www.hoteldoelevadorbraga.com/
http://www.goldentulipbraga.com/
http://www.mercure.com/gb/booking/hotels-list.shtml
http://www.bracaraaugusta.com/
http://www.hoteldotemplo.com/
http://microsites.juventude.gov.pt/Portal/pt/PBraga.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Braga
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bom_Jesus_do_Monte
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Social events include the following: 

• Reception and Verde de Honra offered by the Faculty of Philosophy (glass of our traditional white wine and 

some hors d’oeuvres). Terrace of the Faculty of Philosophy, 23
rd

 July 2014, 18:30hr 

• Guided tour in the historic city centre (separate registration required). Meeting point: at the Hall of the Faculty 

of Philosophy, 23
rd

 July 2014, 19:30hr 

• Half Day Excursion to Ponte de Lima and guided tour of local toy museum (separate registration required), 24
th

 

July 2014 (16:30hr- 23:30hr). 

16:30hr - Bus Departure from Faculty of Philosophy 

17:30hr - Arrival at Ponte de Lima and guided  tour of toy museum 

20:00hr - Optional dinner at Confrade restaurant. Live folk music and dance (expected cost of meal: €35). 

23:30hr - Return to Braga. 

• Closing Ceremony (under arrangement), 25
th

 July 2014. Traditional music and songs performed by the 

students’ traditional choir and the Coimbra University Orfeon (orchestra and choir). 

 

 

Scientific Committee 

Mark Allen, Brunel University, London, UK 

Gilles Brougère, Université Paris Nord, France 

Jeffrey H. Goldstein, University of Utrecht, The Netherlands 

Cleo Gougoulis, Peloponnesian Folklore Foundation, Nafplion, Greece 

Stephen Kline, Simon Fraser University, Canada 

José Luis Linaza, Universidad Autonoma de Madrid, Spain 

Luisa Magalhães, Catholic University of Portugal, Braga, Portugal  

Rosario Ortega Ruiz, University of Cordoba, Spain, Faculty of Education.   

Manuel Pinto, University of Minho, Braga, Portugal.  

Minna Ruckenstein, National Consumer Research Centre, Finland.  

Suzy Seriff, University of Texas at Austin, USA 

Brian Sutton-Smith, Prof. Emeritus, University of Pennsylvania, USA.  

Ana Tomas de Almeida, University of Minho, Braga,Portugal.  

Lieselotte Van Leeuwen, University of Sunderland, UK 

 

 

Organizing Committee 
• Chair:  

Luisa Magalhães, Catholic University of Portugal, Braga, Portugal (itra2014abstracts@gmail.com) 

• Members:  

Miguel Gonçalves, Catholic University of Portugal, Braga, Portugal 

Cleo Gougoulis, ITRA president, Peloponnesian Folklore Foundation, Greece 

José Cândido Martins, Catholic University of Portugal, Braga, Portugal 

Jean-Pierre Rossie, associated researcher of the Musée du Jouet de Moirans-en-Montagne, France  

Augusto Soares da Silva, Catholic University of Portugal, Braga, Portugal 

• Secretariat/Communication: 

Catarina Leite, Catholic University of Portugal, Braga, Portugal (itra2014braga@gmail.com) 

Artur Alves, Catholic University of Portugal, Braga, Portugal (arturalves@braga.ucp.pt) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:itra2014abstracts@gmail.com
../../../../../../Documents%20and%20Settings/Cleo/Local%20Settings/Temp/itra2014braga@gmail.com
../../../../../../Documents%20and%20Settings/Cleo/Local%20Settings/Temp/arturalves@braga.ucp.pt
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2014 ITRA-BTHA PRIZE FOR OUTSTANDING TOY RESEARCH  
 

The ITRA-BTHA Prize has been established with generous support from the British Toy and Hobby 

Association (www.btha.uk). The first ITRA-BTHA Prize was awarded in July 2008 during the 5
th

 ITRA 

conference in Nafplion, Greece. ITRA expects to give two awards at each ITRA World Congress. One award of 

£500 will be given for the best student research on toys and one award of £1,000 to a senior scholar or 

practitioner on the uses, design and effects of toys. The recipients will also receive a travel stipend of £500 

toward the ITRA congress and will present their research at that conference. 

 

Purpose  

The purpose of the ITRA-BTHA Prize is to recognise outstanding research in the field of toy research. To 

qualify for the prize, the work must have been conducted or published since the previous ITRA World Congress 

and be submitted by the researcher or nominated by a member of ITRA.  

 

Eligibility  

Papers, either published or unpublished, in any area of toy research are eligible. Submissions should be in the 

English language (original or translation). Research on the uses, design, and effects of toys in child development, 

education, science, and medicine will be considered for the awards. Theoretical and historical papers will also be 

considered as long as these are linked to potential research. 

Submissions of postgraduate dissertations or books are also welcome. These should be accompanied by a 

summary of 2500-3000 words. Hard copies of books should be provided to each prize committee member upon 

request. 

 

Submissions  

ITRA-BTHA Prize papers should be submitted to cleogougoulis@yahoo.gr before 15
th

 January 2014. 

The Awards Committee consists of Gilles Brougère (France), Jeffrey Goldstein (The Netherlands), Cleo 

Gougoulis (Greece), Sudarshan Khanna (India), and Lydia Plowman (United Kingdom). 

 

Evaluation  

The Awards Committee of ITRA will evaluate applications on the basis of originality, the significance of the 

work, creativity, methodology, clarity of presentation, and importance.  

 

The 2014 ITRA-BTHA prizes will be awarded during the 7
th

 ITRA World Conference in Braga, Portugal, 23
rd

 -

25
th

 July 2014. 

http://www.btha.uk/
mailto:cleogougoulis@yahoo.gr
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MEMBER PROFILE – Gilles Brougère 

 

Gilles Brougère is an esteemed founding member of ITRA, founding ITRA President, and 

one of our most accomplished colleagues.  

 

Professor of Education at Université Paris 13 (Sorbonne Paris Cité), Dr. Brougère 

specializes in research on early childhood education, play and games, toys, childhood 

culture, childhood sociology, comparative and intercultural aspects of education, informal 

education and learning. 

 

He is a member of the renowned Research Centre on Education, Culture, and Experience (Centre de Recherche 

Interuniversitaire Expériences, Ressources Culturelles, Education) at the Paris 13 University, as well as the head 

of the master’s program on play and toys, and the PhD School (école doctorale) ERASME which oversees the 

doctoral program for all the human sciences (include juridical and economic sciences) and humanities.  

 

Dr. Brougère received his PhD in anthropology in 1978 from Paris Diderot University, with a doctoral thesis on 

the cultural image of childhood as depicted through the toy industry. He also was awarded a doctorate in Science 

and Humanities from Paris Descartes University in 1993 with a thesis on the history of the role of play and toys 

in pre-school education. Dr. Brougère has published and lectured widely on the subjects of toys, tourism, 

education, and play. A list of his principal publications and activities can be found on the University Paris 13 

website: 

http://www.univ-paris13.fr/experice/fr/membres-experice/enseignants-chercheurs-experice/63-fiche-

brougere.html 

 

 

 

We caught up with Gilles—virtually, that is—for a short written interview on his lifelong love affair with toys 

and toy research, which we are happy to share with our members here:  

 

ITRA Editors:  Do you remember when you first thought you wanted to make a professional career out of the 

study of toys, play and games? Can you tell us about that decision? 

Brougère: I didn’t really decide to make an academic career on toys and play; it was more a question of chance, 

of opportunities. I worked as a young researcher on a team of ethnologists who applied the methods and theories 

of ethnology to studies in the Occidental world. We were awarded, among other contracts, a research contract 

from the Ministry on play and toys. I conducted initial research on this topic and I found it very interesting, but I 

had already committed to a research project involving fieldwork in Central Africa on another question (the 

meeting of modernity and tradition in urban settings). Two events changed the direction of my academic career: 

First, a civil war in Chad, the country where I was working, constrained me to return quickly to France. Second, 

a new university, Paris 13, in a northern suburb of Paris, had plans to develop a master’s program in toy 

research, as well as a research centre on play and toys. They knew my work and they asked me to join the 

project—an offer that was especially attractive to me because it was a time in France when it was difficult to find 

tenure-track jobs at universities. I accepted, and I am still at the same university. Over the course of my career, I 

have developed two kinds of research, one about the relationship between play and learning, and the other, more 

directly connected to the focus of ITRA, about toys and children’s material culture.  

  

ITRA Editors: Can you share with our members some details about your relationship with ITRA? Were you one 

of the founders? How did the Association come about? What do you especially love about ITRA? Why did you 

feel that a separate Society needed to be created for the study of toys, when Brian Sutton-Smith and others had 

already created TASP, the Association for the Study of Play, of which toys are an integral part? 

Brougère: I participated in an initial meeting of toy researchers, in Utrecht, Netherlands, which had been 

organised by Jeffrey Goldstein. It was at this meeting that we decided to create ITRA and, although it was a 

surprise to me, I was asked to become its first president. I think that the research on toys has an important 

specificity. Indeed, my own research has shown that questions about play and questions about toys are very 

different, with different theories and methodologies.  If you study toys only in connection with play, you miss a 

lot of important questions about industry, material culture, sociology of childhood, semiotics, advertisements, the 

relationship between toys and other media or products, and so on. For me it was important to have a setting 

dedicated to international research on toys that welcomes explorations of all aspects of toys, including, but not 

just, those concerning the question of the relationship between toys and play.   

 

ITRA Editors: As we approach our third decade as a professional Society, what are the challenges and 

opportunities you see for ITRA? What would you most like to see ITRA accomplish, as a Society, that it has not 

been able to accomplish to date? 

http://www.univ-paris13.fr/experice/fr/membres-experice/enseignants-chercheurs-experice/63-fiche-brougere.html
http://www.univ-paris13.fr/experice/fr/membres-experice/enseignants-chercheurs-experice/63-fiche-brougere.html
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Brougère: The main problem I see is that research on toys is still not well developed. During these last two 

decades, we saw the rise of a vast new research area on video games and players, yet we still need to develop the 

research on toys separate from that on the study of the relationship between toys and play. For this we have to 

work more closely with museums, toy designers, and researchers on material culture and on children’s popular 

culture, to more thoroughly explore the role of toys as objects which help us to understand questions about 

consumer culture, new forms of popular and material culture. Perhaps a starting point is to make connections 

with people working on this same question in different areas: video games, comics and cartoons, films, TV, or 

even food. 

 

ITRA Editors: Finally, Gilles, I wonder if you might describe your office to us so that we might get a sense of 

where you work, and whether you share your space with your favourite toys.  

Brougère: In my university we have the good fortune of having large offices. I share mine with one other 

colleague and I have a display case filled with toys that relate to the research I have done over time, including 

Care Bears and He-Man figures.  
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2013 BRIO Prize 

 
The Lennart Ivarsson Foundation was established in 1990 by BRIO AB, a Swedish company founded in 1884 as 

recognition of Lennart Ivarsson´s lifelong work for BRIO AB. The aim of the BRIO Prize is to promote 

scientific research and development with a focus on children and toys. This scholarship is given either to an 

individual distinguished toy researcher or to a non-profit organization with a focus on children and their play. 

 

The Foundation has chosen Sudarshan Khanna as the winner of the 2013 BRIO prize. The award ceremony 

will take place during the 2014 Braga conference. 

 

Sudarshan Khanna is a designer and educator at the National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad, India, where he 

headed the Toy Centre and the Toy Design and Development Post Graduate Programme until fairly recently. He 

has been researching, documenting and publishing works on traditional toy makers and toy making in India for 

many years and has developed, on the basis of this research, a Post-Graduate programme on Toy Design and 

Development at the National Institute of Design in Paldi, Ahmedabad. Sudarshan Khanna was also the ITRA 

president (2005-2006). 

His books on Indian traditional toys not only record the techniques of indigenous toy making but also explore 

their appeal among children and promote the idea of linking local artisanship to industrial design and education.  

He has organized and is the current Chairperson of the "Toys for Tomorrow-Vision Action Forum," an 

international workshop concerned with toys and games as the medium for international education, development 

and entertainment and bringing together the toy industry, toy designers, educators and researchers.  

Sudarshan Khanna has run and participated in numerous international projects and educational programmes on 

the art of crafted toys in several countries where he conducted workshops with adults and children. His approach 

to children’s workshops is especially interesting, as it combines toy making with storytelling.  

In 1995 the Government of India honoured him with the National Award for Lifetime Work in promoting Design 

Science among children. 

 

 

Previous recipients of the BRIO Prize: 

 

2012  David Whitebread, Ph.D, University of Cambridge, England   

2011  Minna Ruckenstein, Ph.D, National Consumer Research Centre, Helsinki, Finland 

2010        Svenska Scoutådets projekt Operation One World, Sweden 

2009       Gisela  Wegener-Spöhring, Ph.D University of Köln, Germany 

2008        Save the Children Alliance 

2006/07  David Elkind, Ph.D, Taft University, USA 

2005  Cleo Gougoulis,  Ph.D, Peloponnesian Folklore Foundation, Athens, Greece 

2004  Jean-Pierre Rossie, Ph.D University of Ghent, Belgium 

2003        Sweden´s Child and Play Therapist´s Association, Stockholm, Sweden 

2002  Gilles Brougère, Ph.D Université Paris-Nord, France 

2001  Jeffrey H Goldstein, Ph.D University of Utrecht, Netherlands 

2000        Senior researcher B.A. Jörn Martin Steenhold, Copenhagen, Denmark 

1999       Professor Dongju Shin,EHWA Womens University, Seoul,South Korea 

1998       Nordic Center for Research on toys,NCFL, University of   Halmstad,Sweden 

1997        Organisation Spiel Gut, Ulm, Germany 

1996  Stephen Kline, Ph.D Simon Fraser University B.C., Canada 

1995  Waltraut Hartmann, Ph.D University of Vienna, Austria 

1994        The Swedish Montessori Association 

1993  Brian Sutton-Smith, Ph.D University of Pennsylvania, USA 

1992  Birgitta Almqvist, Ph.D University of Uppsala, Sweden 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 

 

Please remember when you do send items for inclusion in the Newsletter to send them in a downloadable form. 
 

 

ARGENTINA 
Daniela Pelegrinelli from the San Isidro Toy Museum writes: 

The San Isidro Toy Museum has been in existence for two and a half years. Its mission is to recover, preserve 

and create different playful experiences for children of all ages. Its activities are oriented toward the community 

of Boulogne, in Buenos Aires Province, where the museum is located. Programs and exhibits range from 

experiences with technology to the recovery of traditional childhood games and memories of all ages.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

Although we are a new, small museum, located far from the big city, we receive over 12,000 visitors annually, 

including many school groups. People from the neighbourhood come round frequently, take part in our activities, 

play and spend the day in our backyard full of trees. The San Isidro Toy Museum is a space of memory where 

the present is alive. 

 

 
 

Boulogne is located in San Isidro, Buenos Aires, Argentina.  
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FINLAND 
Kati Heljakka forwarded a copy of her doctoral thesis abstract: 

This thesis provides new ways of approaching adult play. It suggests that in the time of the 

ludic turn as discussed by Brian Sutton-Smith, adults are showing increased enthusiasm 

towards toys. The study examines how interest towards toys turns into playful and 

productive activities for adults, through actual manipulation of three types of 

contemporary playthings: dolls, soft toys and action figures. The thesis is connected to 

larger developments not only in the study of material and visual culture, but also in the 

literature on social media and digital play culture. Adult relationships with toys that 

manifest both materially and digitally are examined from the perspectives of art, toy 

design and productive play through three topics: toys, their industry and designers (wow); 

play, performers and playgrounds (flow); and toy player profiles and play practices (glow). The thesis takes the 

reader on a journey through the multi-disciplinary playgrounds of adult toy play and seeks a deeper 

understanding of the multi-dimensional phenomenon of adult play that happens with contemporary toys.  

It attempts to understand how adults approach, bond with, and actively interact with toys. By investigating the 

multi-layered phenomenon, the study at hand opens up novel views on adult toy play practices. By doing so, it 

contributes to the discipline of (toy) design by offering food for thought both for future design work and further 

toy research. 

For a link to Aalto Arts Books see: 

http://www.taik.fi/kirjakauppa/product_info.php?products_id=302 

 

 

INDIA 
V. Balambal writes: 

"I have played with numerous toys and given many to my children and grandchildren. The Marapachi toy, made 

of wood, consists of a pair of girl and boy figurines, presented as part of a Hindu wedding ceremony by the 

bride's parents to the bride herself. The toys encapsulate many social, cultural, and economic characteristics". 

 

 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Jeffrey Goldstein wrote to notify us about a publication, which is currently in press, entitled Toys (2013). An 

annotated bibliography of 100 toy publications, Toys will be part of an edited series by Heather Montgomery, 

titled “Oxford Bibliographies in Childhood Studies,” published by  Oxford University Press. 

Once published, Toys will be reviewed in the Publication Section of ITRA’s Newsletter.  

 

http://www.taik.fi/kirjakauppa/product_info.php?products_id=302
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CONFERENCES & EXHIBITIONS 
 
This section covers both up-coming and past conferences and exhibitions. Hopefully mentioning past events will 

not induce depression as to what you may have missed, while we trust previews of future events will whet your 

appetite to attend. Previews and reviews of conferences are sought for the next edition of the ITRA Newsletter. 

 

 

FUTURE CONFERENCES 
 

APRIL 2014 
The 40th Annual Conference of The Association for the Study of Play (TASP), Play: Connecting the Past, 

Present, & Future, will be held at the Strong National Museum of Play, Rochester, NY, USA, 23
rd

 -26
th

 April 

2014. 

The 40
th

 Annual Conference celebrates a benchmark in the organization. Time is taken to recognize and honour 

the truly amazing understandings and sometimes divergent perspectives play scholars have shared during 

previous conferences. The current slate of play scholars are commended, who share freely their research 

findings, understandings and perspectives on play. The Association hopes that current concepts about play will 

inspire the work of upcoming play scholars well into the future. 

For further information see the following website: 

http://www.tasplay.org/about-us/conference/ 

 

 

May 2014 
The International Digital Storytelling Conference, Digital Storytelling in Times of Crisis, will be held in 

Athens, 8
th

 -10
th

 May 2014. 

The Digital Storytelling in Times of Crisis conference is organized by the Laboratory of New Technologies in 

Communication, Education and the Mass Media and the University Research Institute of Applied 

Communication of the University of Athens with the collaboration of the Hellenic American Union.  

More details and updated information about this conference will be made available soon at: 

http://www.media.uoa.gr/ntlab 

 

 

July 2014 
The 26

th
 International Society for Humour Studies Congress, will be held at the University 

Hall of Utrecht University, Utrecht, The Netherlands, 7
th

 -11
th

 July 2014. 

The conference stands in a long tradition of humour studies conferences, held all over the world: 

Boston, Hong Kong, Los Angeles, Krakow, Williamsburg and many others. 

See the following website for details:   

http://ishs2014utrecht.nl/ 

 

 

September 2014 
The 24

th
 Conference of EECERA (The European Early Childhood Education Research 

Association) will be held at the Creta Maris Conference Centre, Crete, Greece, 7
th

 -10
th

 

September 2014.  

The primary theme of the conference is “Us, Them and Me: Universal, Targeted and Individuated Early 

Childhood Programmes.” 

For further information see the following website: 

https://www.eecera2014.org 

 

 

October 2014 
The Play for Life, Exploring the Lifelong Benefits of Inclusive Play, will be held at the 

Chicago Marriot O’Hare, Chicago, USA, 18
th

 – 19
th

 October 2014. 

Past symposiums have been extraordinary opportunities for participants and presenters to 

bond over their mutual belief in the power of play to positively impact people of all ages and 

abilities.  

For further information see the following website: 

https://www.facebook.com/InclusivePlaySymposium 

 

http://www.tasplay.org/about-us/conference/
http://www.media.uoa.gr/ntlab
http://ishs2014utrecht.nl/
https://www.eecera2014.org/
https://www.facebook.com/InclusivePlaySymposium
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ECGBL 2014 8
th

 European Conference on Games Based Learning will be held in Berlin, Germany, 9
th

 – 10
th

 

October 2014.  

The Conference offers an opportunity for scholars and practitioners interested in the issues related to GBL to 

share their thinking and research findings. Papers can cover various issues and aspects of GBL in education and 

training: technology and implementation issues associated with the development of GBL; use of mobile and 

MMOGs for learning; pedagogical issues associated with GBL; social and ethical issues in GBL; GBL best cases 

and practices, and other related aspects. We are particularly interested in empirical research that addresses 

whether GBL enhances learning. This Conference provides a forum for discussion, collaboration and intellectual 

exchange for all those interested in any of these fields of research or practice.   

The conference committee welcomes contributions on a wide range of topics using a range of scholarly 

approaches including theoretical and empirical papers employing qualitative, quantitative and critical methods. 

Deadline for submissions: 14
th

 July 2014. 

More details available at: 

http://academic-conferences.org/ecgbl/ecgbl2014/ecgbl14-call-papers.htm  

 

 

PAST CONFERENCES 
 

July 2013 
Making Sense Of: Play, was held at Mansfield College, Oxford, England, UK, 22

nd
 – 24

th
 July 2013. 

The interdisciplinary project Making Sense Of: Play sought to examine the various meanings of “play,” elucidate 

their inter-relationships, and trace the origins of the patterns of play and their place in the human condition. 

For further information see the following website: 

http://www.inter-disciplinary.net/probing-the-boundaries/making-sense-of/play/ 

E-mail: turgeon@optonline.net 

 

 

September 2013 
First World Congress of Play: Playthings in an Evolving Industry, was held in San Francisco, USA, 10

th
 -12

th
 

September 2013. Review by Kati Heljakka: 

In September 2013 representatives of the industries of play gathered in San Francisco for a conference organized 

by Richard Gottlieb and Charles Albert. The First World Congress of Play aimed at bringing together 

professional playmakers from the areas of physical, digital and hybrid areas of toy making. 

• Carter Keithley, the president of TIA (The Toy Industry Association) opened the conference by summarizing 

key points of the traditional industry of toys in its current state: As before, one of the goals in the industry is to 

keep toys affordable. TIA sees the industry of toys as a technology trail industry and awaits a new wave of 

creativity to flourish in parallel with the development of new technologies. 

• According to John Barbour from Leap Frog, “The business of play is not an easy term to understand.” For 

example, Apple may nowadays be seen as the largest toy company in the world, although their products may not 

be described as ‘traditional.’ The range of toys available presents an almost infinite choice for the consumer. 

Similarly, play is changing, but it is still play, as the influence of digital playthings continues to increase. 

• Chris Bensch, curator of the National Museum of Play, presented a museum’s standpoint to “the evolution of 

play in America.” In essence, he opined that play does not change as its core elements persist: imagining, 

competing and creating. What also persist are the playthings as well as adults’ views on the importance of 

buying toys for their children. What changes, noted Bensch, are the materials and emergence of new media. This 

presents toy companies with new marketing options. 

• Lisa Finn, from EPM, a Division of Business Valuation Resource, presented interesting data in her presentation 

“Play by Numbers”. Finn’s data reviewed the amount of time preschoolers spent playing, compared to their 

desire for more free time to play. Pre-schoolers’ choice of a favourite toy is determined by their responses such 

as “I can play with it myself,” “it requires creativity,” and a somewhat unexpected fact: “it has plastic as 

material.” Finn discussed the effects of the global economic downturn, online buying habits, and preferences in 

inter-generational play. 

• Beth Rogozinski talked about the “crisis/opportunity in the games and toys business.” For example, the sales of 

Barbie dolls in the US are down over 50% in the market from 2000 but on the other hand, people are playing 

games longer and later in life. Lessons for the toy trade to learn about historical play patterns that still work are 

collecting, cooperating and learning, improvisation or pretend, performance, mimicry, sports and safe thrill-

seeking. 

•In Nancy Zwiers presentation, “Why kids play the way they do – a neuro-evolutionary perpective on play,” the 

discussion turned to gender-specific toy play preferences. What moves boys, according to Zwiers, is physical 

empowerment. Girls again were found in her study to prefer nurturing, social empowerment, beauty 

empowerment, creating, manipulating, and beauty. 

http://academic-conferences.org/ecgbl/ecgbl2014/ecgbl14-call-papers.htm
http://www.inter-disciplinary.net/probing-the-boundaries/making-sense-of/play/
mailto:turgeon@optonline.net
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• Chris Heatherly from Disney Digital discussed the relationship between digital and physical toys and the play 

patterns that these playthings prompt. Play is changing in ways that are disruptive as TV and movies affect the 

emergence of toys and video games, and the other way around. One example is Infinity, which brings up 

questions such as the following:  Is this a toy with a video game? Or is it a video game that comes with a toy? As 

the landscape of media is constantly changing, for most toys physicality is still key. 

• In his presentation, “State of the Play Industry,” Utku Tansel from Euromonitor International, talked about how 

the more traditional toy categories of construction and dolls drive growth. Cross-platform collaborations are on 

the rise; collaborations are increasingly seen between traditional toys and new platforms.  

The general message of the conference was that, although the playgrounds evolve and there is a blurring of 

boundaries between the digital and the physical, universal play patterns still persist. Furthermore, the current 

convergence of toys and games seems to benefit developments around the physical toy as many games are 

increasingly designed with toy-like 3D elements and play patterns that associate with free-form and creative 

ways of playing.  

 

 

October 2013 
The 7th European Conference on Games Based Learning - ECGBL 2013, was held at Instituto Superior de 

Engenharia do Porto (ISEP), Porto, Portugal, 3
rd

 – 4
th

 October 2013. 

Throughout the years, ECGBL has addressed the issue of the limited use of game-based learning by providing a 

forum to exchange ideas and best practices among researchers and practitioners, therefore contributing to a wider 

adoption of Game-Based Learning (GBL) in Europe. 

For further information see the following website: 

http://academic-conferences.org/ecgbl/ecgbl2013/ecgbl13-home.htm 

 

 

PAST EXHIBITIONS 
 

Autumn 2013 
Toy researcher and visual artist Kati Heljakka participated in and organized various exhibitions in fall 2013: 

Solo exhibitions “Kuvaleikki/Photoplay” and “Jotain sinistä, jotain söpöä/Something blue, something cute” took 

place in Noormarkku and Espoo, Finland, and the group exhibition “AlteredBarbie” in San Francisco, CA, USA. 

All of the above featured Kati’s toy-related, photographic art from the past years with contemporary toys such as 

her two Blythes, Uglydolls, Barbie and Pullip dolls. The Espoo exhibition, organized and curated by the Finnish 

Toy Museum Hevosenkenkä at the WeeGee Museum also included the artist’s toy collection of designer toys 

and the participatory installation “There are no rules,” which consisted of  a bubblegum-pink sandbox filled with 

coloured dice, which invites exhibition guests of all ages to play with it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Galleria Liisa Ekqvist, Noormarkku, Finland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toy Museum Hevosenkenkä, Espoo, Finland. 

 

 

 

 

There are no rules, Espoo exhibition, Finland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pinebie in the woods, Altered Barbie exhibition, San 

Francisco, USA. 

http://academic-conferences.org/ecgbl/ecgbl2013/ecgbl13-home.htm
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PUBLICATIONS & BOOKS 
 

Book reviews, or book recommendations, are sought for the next edition of the ITRA Newsletter. Please submit 

these either to Luisa at luisamagal@gmail.com, or to the Editorial Team at itranewslttr@gmail.com. This edition 

also includes calls for papers on upcoming publications. 

 

 

The American Journal of Play  

Special Themed Issue of American Journal of Play probes Value of Pretend Play. 

When a child crawls into a make-believe cave world underneath the covers, will she be 

spurring her intellectual, emotional, and social growth? Many scholars say yes, and 

consider play essential for a child’s full development. But how can we measure the 

positive influences of pretend play on a child’s well being? In a special issue of the 

American Journal of Play, some of the nation’s most distinguished cognitive 

psychologists and scholars of early childhood respond to that question. 

Yale University pioneer play researchers Dorothy G. Singer and Jerome L. Singer, who 

have published hundreds of studies about play over the last four decades, lead off this 

special issue. In a wide-ranging interview, they describe numerous benefits of pretend 

play. According to the Singers, children reach a milestone in their development when they begin playing 

imaginatively at around 18 months of age, as they start to use something other than an original object (like a box) 

to represent another thing entirely (such as a car). Pretend play later confers special advantages, and, according 

to the Singers, “children who are not very good at make-believe differ significantly in their imaginations, social 

behaviour, and aggression from children who are excellent make-believe players.” In the Singers’ view, play 

helps to develop vocabulary, flexibility, and large and small muscle control. Through play, kids also learn how 

to cooperate and share—if they expect to stay in the game. “And that’s a very important part of play for not only 

self-control, but for social behaviour.” 

Also in this issue of the Journal: 

• “Considering Counterfactuals” by Alison Gopnik, Professor of Psychology, and Caren Walker,  Doctoral 

Candidate in the Department of Psychology at the University of California 

• “What Do We Know About Pretend Play and Narrative Development?” by Ageliki Nicolopoulou, Professor of 

Psychology at Lehigh University, and Hande Ilgaz, Assistant Professor in the Psychology Department of Bilkent 

University in Ankara, Turkey 

• “Play and Self-Regulation: Lessons from Vygotsky” by Elena Bodrova, Director for Research and 

Development at Tools of the Mind; Deborah J. Leong, Professor Emeritus of Psychology at Metropolitan State 

College of Denver; and Carrie Germeroth, Assistant Director for Research at Marsico Institute for Early 

Learning and Literacy at the University of Denver 

• “Pretend Play and Creative Processes” by Sandra W. Russ, Professor of Psychology, and Claire E. Wallace,  

Doctoral Candidate, Case Western University 

• “Talking it Up: Play, Language Development, and the Role of Adult Support” by Deena Skolnick Weisberg, 

Professor of Psychology, University of Pennsylvania; Jennifer M. Zosh, Assistant Professor of Human 

Development and Family Studies, Pennsylvania State University; Kathy Hirsh-Pasek, Faculty Fellow, 

Department of Psychology, Temple University; and Roberta Michnick Golinkoff,  Professor of Education, 

University of Delaware 

• “Running on Empty? Observing Causal Relationships of Play and Development” by Paul L. Harris, Professor 

of Education, Harvard University, and Malak Jalloul, Professor of Psychology, University of Nantes 

• “Of Rigor, Replicability and Restraint in Play-Literacy Research” by Kathleen Roskos, Professor of Education 

and Allied Studies at John Carroll University, and James Christie, Professor of Social and Family Dynamics at 

Arizona State University 

• “Role of Make-Believe Play in Development of Executive Function: Status of Research and Future Directions” 

by Laura E. Berk, Professor of Psychology, Emerita, Illinois State University, and Adena B. Meyers, Professor 

of Psychology, Illinois State University 

• “Pretending to Play or Playing to Pretend: The Case of Autism” by Connie Kasari, Professor of sychology, 

UCLA Graduate School of Education and Information Studies; Ya-Chih Chang, Post-doctoral Scholar, UCLA 

Semel Institute for Neuroscience and Human Behavior; and Stephanie Patterson, Doctoral Candidate, UCLA 

Graduate School of Education and Information Studies 

For information about print subscriptions, visit www.journalofplay.org/subscribe. 

The American Journal of Play, an interdisciplinary scholarly journal devoted solely to the study of play, is 

published by The Strong in Rochester, New York. The Journal is available free online at 

www.journalofplay.org. 

 

 

 

mailto:luisamagal@gmail.com
mailto:itranewslttr@gmail.com
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NationalMuseumofPlay/234ecee63e/38854e9786/9fcc0ba140/utm_content=cleogougoulis%40yahoo.gr&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=www%2Ejournalofplay%2Eorg%2Fsubscribe&utm_campaign=American%20Journal%20of%20Play%20New%20Issue%20Alert
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NationalMuseumofPlay/234ecee63e/38854e9786/f5360b54ec/utm_content=cleogougoulis%40yahoo.gr&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=www%2Ejournalofplay%2Eorg&utm_campaign=American%20Journal%20of%20Play%20New%20Issue%20Alert
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The Association for the Study of Play (TASP), Play and Culture Series, Volume 13, Celebrating 40 Years of 

Play Research: Reflecting on Our Past, Exploring the Present, & Playing Into the Future 

CALL FOR PAPERS: Submission Deadline 1
st
 May 2014. 

For forty years The Association for the Anthropological Study of Play (TAASP), now The Association for the 

Study of Play (TASP), has served as the premier professional organization in academia dedicated to 

interdisciplinary research and theory construction concerning play. During that time TASP has promoted the 

study of play, forged alliances with various organizations advancing the cause for play, organized yearly 

meetings to disseminate play research, and produced an impressive catalogue of play research through a variety 

of publications. Volume 13 of the Play and Culture Series seeks contributions that reflect upon the rich forty-

year history of TASP, that explore current research advancing the field of play, and that advance future 

directions for play research. 

Manuscripts for the 13
th

 Volume of the Play and Culture Series can include: 

 Empirical, theoretical, and position papers 

 Play research spanning various disciplines (e.g., anthropology, education, psychology, sociology, 

recreation and leisure studies, history, folklore, dance, communication, the arts, kinesiology, 

philosophy, cultural studies, play work, child life, physical therapy, occupational therapy, musicology, 

etc.) 

 Pure and applied research reports on various aspects of play 

 Policy critiques and expositions 

 Advocacy papers advancing the child’s right to play 

 Essays and other forms of reflective writing that further our understanding of play in humans and 

animals, across various cultural, social, and activity settings 

 Writing that builds on the experiences and voices of children 

The Series 

The Association for the Study of Play series, Play and Culture, is a peer-reviewed international publication. The 

series editor is Jim Johnson (The Pennsylvania State University) and the co-editors of Volume 13 are John 

Sutterby (The University of Texas San Antonio) and Michael Patte (Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania). 

Guidelines for Submission 

Manuscripts should be typed, double-spaced, use 12-point font, and have one-inch margins on all sides. Style 

guidelines for the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6
th

 ed.) should be followed. 

Electronic submission is required and may be sent as an email attachment to either John Sutterby 

(John.Sutterby@utsa.edu) or Michael Patte (mpatte@bloomu.edu). For more information, please contact the co-

editors via email. 

 

 

The International Journal of Play 

Reviewing Iona and Peter Opie’s Contribution to the Study of Play 

CALL FOR PAPERS: Submission Deadline 1
st
 April 2014. 

The work of Iona (1923–) and Peter Opie (1918–1982) on the play and games of school-aged children will be 

familiar to many who study the social and cultural aspects of children’s lives. Working as independent and 

unfunded scholars, the Opies published five books on this topic: The Lore and Language of Schoolchildren 

(1959), Children’s Games in Street and Playground (1969), The Singing Game (1985), Children’s Games with 

Things (1997), and Iona Opie’s solo volume, The People in the Playground (1993). Distilled from data collected 

principally from schoolchildren during the period 1950–80 (now held at the British Library Sound Archive, the 

Folklore Society Archives, and the Bodleian Libraries), as well as pioneering historical research, these 

publications have been widely read and extremely influential. 

2013 marks the year of Iona Opie’s 90th birthday and what would have been Peter Opie’s 95th. To mark this 

event, a special issue of the International Journal of Play is planned for 2014, to be devoted to the Opies, their 

research, and their spheres of influence. The guest editors of this special issue (no. 3 in 2014) will be June Factor 

and Julia Bishop who warmly encourage contributions. Possible topics include (but are not restricted to): 

 Critical evaluations of Iona and Peter Opie’s work, collaborations with others, scholarly influences, 

predecessors, contemporaries. 

 Critical considerations of the Opies’ data, such as its wider social and demographic context, the 

relationship between their archival data and their books.  

 The extent and nature of the Opies’ influence in the UK and in other countries among those interested 

in children’s folklore, especially play. 

 Forms of play; classification of games. 

 The historical and comparative study of play. 

 The ethnographic study of play, including research methods. 

 Themes and issues exemplified in the Opies’ work, such as the relationships between media, commerce 

and play; risk; place, space and play. 

mailto:John.Sutterby@usta.edu
mailto:mpatte@bloomu.edu
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Submissions of up to 7000 words are welcomed, as well as shorter articles (up to 2000 words) of memoir and 

reflection.  Please check the International Journal of Play website for details regarding presentation of material.  

Deadline:  1
st
 April 2014 

Email contact:  

June Factor: j.factor@unimelb.edu.au 

Julia Bishop: Julia.bishop@blueyonder.co.uk  

 

 

Jeffrey H. Goldstein (2012). Play in Children’s Development, Health, and Well-being.  

Brussels: Toy Industries of Europe (http://www.tietoy.org) 

Child specialist Jeffrey Goldstein from Utrecht University considers that ‘play may be the 

cornerstone of society because it requires communication and cooperation among people 

playing different roles and following agreed-upon rules.’ 

In an interview with TIE, Jeffrey highlighted that play is important because it develops the 

brain: ‘When children do not have the opportunity to play, their brains do not develop fully 

or quickly. Play therefore has a real biological function as it keeps our minds flexible and 

active.’ Goldstein, who has been involved in play research for over 40 years, added: ‘Play 

is the child’s way of exploring, learning, growing physically, socially, emotionally, and 

intellectually. Without play, our quality of life is diminished. We can live without play, but 

we cannot live well without it.’ 

While speaking to TIE, Jeffrey noted that the importance of play for mind and body has been well-documented 

and that abundant research has shown that play during early childhood is necessary if humans are to reach their 

full potential. He added that parents, teachers and government bodies all recognise the value of play. However, 

Jeffrey is concerned that ‘opportunities for play continue to diminish, with fewer play spaces, less freedom to 

roam outdoors, and decreasing school time for free play.’ He commented: ‘The case for play is clear, now the 

question is what we do to ensure that children get the play they need and deserve.’ 

Jeffrey has recently created a brochure on ‘Play in Children’s Development, Health and Well-being’ for TIE. 

The brochure is available here. 

 

 

Jeffrey H. Goldstein (2013), Scholarpedia, 8(2):30434. 

The world of iPods, mobile telephones, portable wireless computers, and devices of every description, including 

toys that contain computer chips, memory, voice recognition, and interactive connectivity has forever changed 

the landscape of play. User-generated content allows players not only to play, but to shape the games they play, 

and by so doing shape the effects that play has on them. Play is defined, following Huizinga (1950), as a 

voluntary activity standing outside ‘ordinary’ life, being ‘not serious’ but at the same time absorbing the player 

intensely. Technology is used in this article to refer to electronic and digital objects. 

 

 

Mark Nixon (2013). Much Loved, New York, Abrams and Chronicle Books, 2013   

The award-winning portrait photographer Mark Nixon has created a whimsical and nostalgic collection of 

images of individual teddy bears and stuffed toys that have been “lovingly abused” and worn from years of play, 

in a new book called Much Loved from Abrams & Chronicle Books. 

What is very interesting about this book is its approach to wear and tear. While collectors usually cherish nearly 

new items that collectors’ manuals describe as being in “mint condition,” here is a book that celebrates wornness 

as evidence of long term use and affect. Of course not all battered toys lose their “mint condition” as a result of 

love, however toys that survive into adulthood despite their tattered state more often than not tell stories of 

strong emotional attachment. These are the stories that Mark Nixon chooses to tell us: The more a teddy appears 

worn out, the more it usually attests to the fact that it has been a cherished item for its owner.  

Here is an example of a caption in Mark Nixon’s book: 

Teddy 
Age: 63  Height: 16in 

Belongs to: Margaret Clonan 

Margaret's dad bought Teddy for her as a baby. He was her constant companion and she slept with him until she 

was 21 when she got married. She hid him in her suitcase on her honeymoon. Teddy now sits on a shelf with her 

hubby's teddy dog. She says Teddy has been everywhere with her and will also be buried with her. 

The agency of toys is stressed in this book where the teddy bears are featured as persons with their own 

biographies. This book could be used as a good example of biographical approaches to things in courses on 

material culture. It could also be useful for discussions on the affective qualities and social importance of soft 

toys in courses on play.  

Read more about Mark Nixon’s book in  

http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/gallery/2013/oct/29/much-loved-teddy-bears-in-pictures-mark-nixon 

http://edition.cnn.com/2013/10/23/living/books-mark-nixon-much-loved-teddy-bears/ 

mailto:j.factor@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:Julia.bishop@blueyonder.co.uk
http://www.tietoy.org/
http://www.tietoy.org/docrestreint.api/585/9af3cc90f5b39af235630c7ed9a00286a93ade59/pdf/play_in_children_s_development_health_and_well-being_-_final-3.pdf
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/gallery/2013/oct/29/much-loved-teddy-bears-in-pictures-mark-nixon
http://edition.cnn.com/2013/10/23/living/books-mark-nixon-much-loved-teddy-bears/
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Rossie, Jean-Pierre (2013). Saharan and North African Toy and Play Cultures. Technical 

Activities in Play, Games and Toys. Foreword by Sudarshan Khanna, Braga: Centre for 

Philosophical and Humanistic Studies, Faculty of Philosophy, Catholic University of 

Portugal, 360 p. 350 ill 

A study in socio-cultural anthropology based on original fieldwork, bibliographical 

information, and museum documents, this volume enhances our knowledge and 

understanding of toy weapons for hunting and fighting games, toys for play related to 

transport, and toys for play related to communication. There is also a chapter on using 

North African children’s play culture for pedagogical and socio-cultural applications. 

E-book available on: 

 http://www.scribd.com/jean_pierre_rossie and http://www.sanatoyplay.org 

 

 

Sciences du Jeu 

A French journal on play available on line (full free access)  

Sciences de Jeu is an international, interdisciplinary journal published by the research centre Experice, 

University of Paris13, aimed at disseminating, developing and rendering visible francophone research on play. 

The journal wishes to promote interdisciplinary dialogue and theoretical debates on play. The editors welcome 

articles based on scientific research on playthings (including video games) and covering a broad range of themes 

pertaining to play in general such as ludic objects, structures, situations, experiences, and attitudes toward play. 

The journal will publish thematic issues that will also contain a number of articles not related to the central 

theme. 

The first issue of Sciences de Jeu, edited by Gilles Brougère and Bernard Perron, is dedicated to Jacques Henriot, 

founder of the Department of Sciences of Play in Villetaneuse, Paris, celebrating 30 years of play at Villetaneuse 

and the “French touch” on the study play. 

The journal articles may be downloaded from http://www.sciencesdujeu.org 

 

 

Strenae Vol 4 (2012) thematic issue La culture matérielle de l'enfance : un nouvel horizon de recherche 

The journal Strenae, a Francophone journal focusing on research on children’s books and other cultural objects 

of childhood, published and freely available online by Open Edition Books, has recently launched a special issue 

(Vol. 4, 2012) on children's material culture, co-edited by Michel Manson and Annie Renonciat. The research 

articles of this issue bring together recent theoretical developments in childhood and material culture studies on 

both sides of the Atlantic and continental Europe.  

There is a growing literature among French and francophone researchers on children’s material culture. Much of 

this literature is historically oriented, influenced by the theoretical school of the Annales and the work of the 

famous social historian Phillip Ariès. In the last couple of decades however, French social scientists have also 

opened an interesting dialogue with the British interdisciplinary tradition of material culture studies that has 

recently brought into light some fruitful approaches to children’s material culture.  

This ongoing dialogue is discussed by Michel Manson and Annie Renonciat in their editorial of the thematic 

issue of STRENAE “La culture matérielle de l'enfance : un nouvel horizon de recherche” (Children’s Material 

Culture: a New Horizon of Research) .  

The volume includes the following contributions in French by ITRA members: 

• Michel Manson, ‘Alexandre Schanne (1823-1887) et l’enfant: de l’art à la fabrication de jouets’ (Alexander 

Schanne [1823-1887] and the child: from art to toy making); 

• Ines de LaVille, Cécile Cristau et Anne Krupicka ‘Rendre l’utilisateur actif dans le processus de conception de 

mobilier pour enfant’ (Rendering the user active in the process of conceiving children’s furniture); 

• Gilles Brougère ‘La culture matérielle enfantine entre le cute et le cool’ (children’s culture between the cute 

and the cool). 

You may download the entire thematic issue at http://strenae.revues.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scribd.com/jean_pierre_rossie
http://www.sanatoyplay.org/
http://www.sciencesdujeu.org/
http://strenae.revues.org/792
http://strenae.revues.org/782
http://strenae.revues.org/782
http://strenae.revues.org/776
http://strenae.revues.org/


 20 

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS 
 

1) “Are children given too many toys?” Retailers are starting to gear up to sell the latest generation of Christmas 

toys, but some campaigners are advocating a change in attitude. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-24759728 

 

2) Researchers at three of the UK’s top universities are working on a £500,000 study to look at how action toys 

affect children’s views of war. 

• http://www.express.co.uk/news/science-technology/446090/Researcher-play-with-their-action-toys-to-

investigate-effect-on-children-s-view-of-war 

• http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/10457425/Scientists-to-spend-500000-examining-

how-toys-shape-opinions-of-war.html 

 

3) “Too many funfairs, not enough toys”: German Christmas-market backlash. 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/01/germany-christmas-markets-backlash-funfairs-toys 

 

4) Did you have a toy confiscated while you were at school? You may find it in this V&A Museum of Childhood 

collection, or not, as the case may be. 

https://www.toynews-online.biz/news/read/v-a-museum-of-childhood-hosts-gallery-of-confiscated-toys/041382 

 

5) If you do not have time to go on holiday, just send your stuffed toys instead. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2484392/Travel-firm-offering-package-holidays--stuffed-TOYS-

Japanese-company-send-teddy-bears-backpacking-photograph-famous-landmarks.html 

 

6) The Rubber Duck finally makes it into the Toy Hall of Fame. 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/11/07/toy-hall-of-fame/3466667/ 

 

7) Hairy bikers are not all as bad as their reputation may suggest (leather, chrome - and stuffed animals?). 

http://tdn.com/news/local/hundreds-of-bikers-ride-through-town-in-gift-giving-tradition/article_5faab97e-5574-

11e3-acb6-001a4bcf887a.html 

 

8) The year of the Lego – China. 

http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/currency/2013/11/lego-company-asian-toy-industry-sales-in-china.html 

 

9) A dollhouse auctioned for £42,000. 

http://www.independent.ie/world-news/and-finally/dolls-house-auctioned-for-42000-29795899.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-24759728
http://www.express.co.uk/news/science-technology/446090/Researcher-play-with-their-action-toys-to-investigate-effect-on-children-s-view-of-war
http://www.express.co.uk/news/science-technology/446090/Researcher-play-with-their-action-toys-to-investigate-effect-on-children-s-view-of-war
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/10457425/Scientists-to-spend-500000-examining-how-toys-shape-opinions-of-war.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/10457425/Scientists-to-spend-500000-examining-how-toys-shape-opinions-of-war.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/01/germany-christmas-markets-backlash-funfairs-toys
https://www.toynews-online.biz/news/read/v-a-museum-of-childhood-hosts-gallery-of-confiscated-toys/041382
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2484392/Travel-firm-offering-package-holidays--stuffed-TOYS-Japanese-company-send-teddy-bears-backpacking-photograph-famous-landmarks.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2484392/Travel-firm-offering-package-holidays--stuffed-TOYS-Japanese-company-send-teddy-bears-backpacking-photograph-famous-landmarks.html
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/11/07/toy-hall-of-fame/3466667/
http://tdn.com/news/local/hundreds-of-bikers-ride-through-town-in-gift-giving-tradition/article_5faab97e-5574-11e3-acb6-001a4bcf887a.html
http://tdn.com/news/local/hundreds-of-bikers-ride-through-town-in-gift-giving-tradition/article_5faab97e-5574-11e3-acb6-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/currency/2013/11/lego-company-asian-toy-industry-sales-in-china.html
http://www.independent.ie/world-news/and-finally/dolls-house-auctioned-for-42000-29795899.html
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ITRA 2013 Fees Notice 

 
Please note that according to the ITRA Board’s decision in Alicante, 8

th
 August 2005, conference fees cover 

ITRA membership fees until the following conference. This means that conference participants who paid full 

registration fees for the 6
th

 ITRA conference in Bursa, Turkey 2011 have been exempted from paying ITRA dues 

for the years 2011 through to 2014. 

 

Annual membership:                   50 EUROS 

Retiree// Student membership:  25 EUROS  

 

Payments may be made;  

a) through bank transfer to the following account number 

 

International Toy Research Association, 

National Bank of Greece, Pal. Phaliro branch 175 

Account number: 175/480074.53 

IBAN Number: GR16 0110 1750 0000 1754 8007 453 

SWIFT: ETHNGRAA 

 

b)  by sending an International Money Order, payable to ITRA, to the treasurer at the following address: 

 

Cleo Gougoulis 

73 Terpsihoris St. 

P.Phaleoron 

17562 Athens 

Greece 

 

Please notify the ITRA treasurer, Cleo Gougoulis, by sending an e-mail to: cleogougoulis@yahoo.gr, when you 

send your fees to the bank. It is important to mention what amount and in which currency you paid. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cleogougoulis@yahoo.gr
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EPILOGUE 
 
The editors of the newsletter would like to thank everyone who contributed, and especially all those who will be 

contributing in the future - as editors we are the eternal optimists. 

 

If you attended a conference this year - toy related, preferably - have anything to say, whether about yourself, 

publications, events, research or just anything, or would like to propose an ITRA member we could profile, do 

not hesitate to contact either Suzy, Kati or Mark, via itranewsletter@gmail.com. If you have read a book recently 

- again, preferably toy related – which you think may be of interest to ITRA members, make a point of e-mailing 

Luisa Magalhães, at luisamagal@gmail.com, with either a book review or recommendation. We intend to 

publish a Spring Newsletter, in May 2014. 

 

We would encourage you to feel free to send the editors articles, which we can share with the rest of the ITRA 

members. If English is not your first language, please do not let this be a hindrance to contacting the Editorial 

Team; we are more than happy to assist in editing items from contributors.  

 

Remember the ITRA Conference to be held in Braga 2014 and keep those conference paper, poster, and 

symposium proposals coming – you have until the 15
th

 January 2014! You won’t want to miss the conference! 

 

The Editorial Team would like to wish all ITRA members a fun festive period and a peaceful New Year. 

 

Regards 

Suzy, Kati & Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We do not stop playing because we grow old, we grow old because we stop playing. 
Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)

 

mailto:itranewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:luisamagal@gmail.com

