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PROLOGUE 
 

The International Toy Research Association Newsletter is designed to keep members up to 

date with research in the fields of toys and play. In this issue, readers will find a section 

dedicated to Brian Sutton-Smith, a Member’s Profile, the Members’ Forum, various 

publications, conference previews and reviews. The newsletter has been formatted to 

allow the document to be read in either printed form or as a soft copy, which can be found 

on the ITRA website. 

 

The ITRA website (http://www.itratoyresearch.org.) covers the following: a description of 

ITRA, a brief history of the association, how to become a member, and a catalogue of downloadable newsletters. 

 

Those of you who promised material that never arrived… send it again. For those who made contributions, 

without which there would be many more blank spaces, a massive thank you. 

 

Enjoy the Newsletter. 
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GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT OF ITRA 
 

Dear ITRA colleagues and friends, 

 

The past few months in the life of ITRA reminded me of a prank from my childhood. “Would 

you like the good news or the bad news?” we would inquire of a friend, or some random 

stranger, while attempting to hold a serious facial expression. Hesitate for a moment - it is all 

about comic timing - then exclaim, “The good news...there is no bad news!” before running off 

laughing. Writing this now, it does not appear that funny, but as pre-teens, we considered it 

comedy gold. While it is now not possible to run away, ITRA has had its fair share of both 

good and bad news. 

 

The bad - or perhaps I should more accurately say “sad” - news was the passing of our great and good colleague 

and mentor, Brian Sutton-Smith, on 7
th

 March 2015. Brian was a distinguished researcher in the fields of play 

and toys and one of the thirteen founder members of our association. Many of us have personal and/or 

professional memories of Brian, but it is not too grand a statement to say that all of us in the field of toy research 

have been influenced by his presence, his publications, and his practice in the field of children’s toys and play. 

PhD researchers in toys and play would often find Brian’s books, The Ambiguity of Play and Toys as Culture, 

first on their list of recommended reading.  

 

A number of ITRA members submitted their reminiscences for inclusion in this edition of the newsletter. These 

highlight the influence he had in toy and play research, but most of all, that little bit of extra time he would make 

for everyone with whom he interacted. Brian will be sorely missed by the ITRA family. 

 

The good news relates to the announcement of the ITRA conference to be held in 2017. The board had the 

difficult task of choosing between a number of exciting proposals for conference location, which included 

Denmark, Finland, the UK and a couple of options in the USA. The ITRA board is pleased to unanimously 

award the 2017 conference to the proposal submitted by Päivi Marjanen and Kati Heljakka from Turku 

University, Rauma, Finland. 

 

Päivi and Kati have already been hard at work organising working parties and holding exploratory meetings with 

various dignitaries from Turku University. The proposed conference theme is Toys: Tradition, Technology and 

Innovation and the conference is to be held 22
nd

 – 24
th

 August 2017 (remember to pencil these dates onto your 

2017 calendar!). The plan is to issue the Call for Papers sometime in mid-2016. The ITRA membership will be 

kept informed as to the latest developments as they arise. I trust this announcement whets the appetite for what 

promises to be another fun and informative ITRA conference.  

 

On that positive note, I would like to wish the ITRA family an enjoyable summer (if you are in the northern 

hemisphere, or winter in the south) and may it be filled with good news. 

 

Mark Allen 

Serious Fun Research Labs 

Woking 

SURREY 

UK 

 

Email: m.allen-uk@hotmail.co.uk 
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REMEMBERANCE – Brian Sutton-Smith 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Sutton-Smith 2010 

 

On March 7, 2015 the field of psychology, in general, and toy and play research more specifically, lost one of its 

brightest lights. Brian Sutton-Smith, who was born in Wellington, New Zealand in 1924, died at a care home in 

Vermont. The cause of death was listed as complications from Alzheimer’s disease. Brian is pre-deceased by his 

wife Shirley and son Mark.  He is survived by his long-time companion Deborah Thurber, and daughters 

Katherine (Moyer), Leslie (Blackman), Mary (Tucker), and Emily (Lepard). 

 

During his long, productive life Brian became one of the most influential play theorists of the past 150 years, a 

list that includes Karl Groos, Johan Huizinga, Jean Piaget, Roger Callois, and Erik Erikson. Brian published 

more than 350 articles and about 50 books, many of them indispensible to anyone interested in play, games, and 

children’s folklore, particularly The Study of Games (1971), Toys as Culture (1986), and The Ambiguity of Play 

(1997). His theories of play are not restricted to playground games or traditional toys but are also influential in 

the field of video game studies. Until he was no longer able to do so, Brian was working on a book relating his 

rhetorics of play to Antonio Damasio’s typology of emotions, some determined by culture, and others through 

biology. Both are necessary for explaining the variety of toys and types of play. There are plans for the book to 

be completed by Brian’s friend and colleague Fraser Brown, with help from other colleagues.   

 

Brian’s career began as a teacher in Wellington, New Zealand. He was immediately struck by the contrast 

between the stories that New Zealand children were required to read in school and the stories they told one 

another. To make writing and literature more attractive and meaningful to his pupils, beginning in 1949 Brian 

wrote a series of children’s books reflecting the lives and duplicating the speech of New Zealand children…an 

act which landed him, and not for the last time, in hot water.  He was always a mischievous academic and 

relished the role.  Brian was every bad boy’s best friend, a defender of children’s culture.  As a result he was 

sometimes a controversial figure. For example, he did not condemn play fighting or view it as aggression, but as 

a form of struggle for identity, power, and status within a set of self-imposed rules.   

 

Brian received New Zealand’s first PhD in Education in 1954. A Fulbright Scholarship allowed him to visit the 

U.K., which brought him in contact with Peter and Iona Opie, who, like Brian, were busy collecting the 

playground games and chants of children. He also travelled to America, where he became acquainted with a 

number of folklorists who were also studying children’s folklore. He held academic positions at Bowling Green 

University (Ohio), Columbia University, and the University of Pennsylvania, where he was professor of both 

Folklore and of Developmental Psychology. After retiring from Penn, Brian and Shirley moved to Sarasota, 

Florida, where he continued to write and meet with a steady stream of academic colleagues who visited and 

conferred with him on a regular basis. 

 

In keeping with post-modern mores we can speak of the ambiguity of Brian Sutton-Smith as educator, 

developmental psychologist, anthropologist/folklorist, athlete, and raconteur.   

 

A lecture by Sutton-Smith was like a roller coaster ride, always exciting, and over before you could catch your 

breath, or before your cognitions could recover. I always had the feeling when hearing him lecture that he was 

talking mainly to himself, thinking aloud, and I was fortunate to bear witness. A typical lecture would include 

references to philosophy, biology and brain research, developmental and social psychology, anthropology and 
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folklore, and it would be scattered with the often obscene stories, games, rhymes, and jokes of the school 

children whom he studied. 

 

Students and scholars around the world are grateful to Brian for his support of their research on play. Often there 

were few or no others around with a similar interest, and Brian proved an accessible, helpful and supportive 

voice for play research. Students from Asia, Africa, Europe and North America have said that without Brian’s 

supporting letter or encouraging comments they would not have been able to conduct their play research.  

 

Brian was instrumental in forming a number of professional societies devoted to the study of children’s culture, 

including the International Toy Research Association, the Children’s Folklore Society, and The Association for 

the Study of Play. His support continues in the form of the Brian Sutton-Smith Library at The Strong National 

Museum of Play (Rochester, NY, USA) and an annual doctoral award in his name from the New Zealand 

Association for Research in Education. 

  

Brian received many awards and honours, including a Lifetime Achievement award from TASP, and the BRIO 

Prize in 1993.  

 

Readers who want to learn more about the life of Brian can find autobiographical notes in the following 

publications: 

• Brian Sutton-Smith.  (2008). Play theory: A personal journey and new thoughts.  American Journal of Play, 1, 

86-123. 

• Fraser Brown and Michael Patte.  (2012). From the streets of Wellington to the Ivy League: Reflecting on a 

lifetime of play. International Journal of Play, 1, 6-15. 

 

A memorial service is scheduled to be held at the Strong National Museum of Play on 27
th

 June 2015. 

 

By Jeffrey Goldstein 

(The Netherlands) 

 

 

As an ethnographer of North African children’s play and toy-making activities, I first met Professor Brian 

Sutton-Smith during the congresses of the International Council for Children’s Play (ICCP) in the second half of 

the 1980s. His interest in my fieldwork and early writings has opened doors in the beginning of my career within 

the world of play and toys.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1993, his invitation to be a founding member of the International Toy Research Association (ITRA) was a 

strong support and created a lot of good contacts. Yet, I think I also gained Brian’s sympathy, as expressed in his 

foreword to my book Toys, Play, Culture and Society (2005) and when he nominated me to the Lennart Ivarsson 

Scholarship Foundation to be awarded the BRIO Prize 2004. 

 

No doubt, I am much indebted to Brian Sutton-Smith. I will always remember him for what I learned through his 

publications, especially “Toys as Culture” (1986) and “The Ambiguity of Play” (1997) but even more for his 

kindness as a great scholar. 

 

By Jean-Pierre Rossie 

(Morocco) 

 



 5 

As a lecturer on design for children’s play, I have always been looking for engaging educational material for my 

students. Dutch television once aired a documentary on the nature of play and toys; it must have been at least 15 

years ago. Brian is interviewed in it and with his typical wit and eloquence he explains how play is a necessity in 

itself, so much more than a vehicle for developmental or educational purposes. He also applauds the abundance 

of toys at the time, supporting the variation and depth of play of children. And of course he cites a few children’s 

stories, from the early research he did. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I showed the documentary to students each year. So when I went to my first ITRA conference in 2005 in 

Alicante and heard Brian speak there, it felt to me like an old acquaintance was renewed. Among the people in 

the documentary was also Kathleen Alfano. I got lucky enough to have my photograph taken with the two of 

them, to impress my students with my important contacts in the field. 

 

Up to today, I still show the documentary each year and its message is as clear and true as ever. We can only be 

grateful for Brian's contribution to the field we operate in and see it as an example. Next time I’ll watch and 

listen to him with that in mind. 

 

By Mathieu Gielen 

(The Netherlands)  

  

 

This is really sad news - such an enormous loss, especially for the Toy Research Community - Brian was a 

character, enormously creative and launched toys as an area for legitimate study. No doubt, without him paving 

the way, I wouldn't be where I am today.  There was a lovely piece in the NYTimes Sunday although it doesn't 

mention ITRA.  Here is the link: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/15/science/brian-sutton-smith-scholar-of-whats-fun-dies-at-90.html?_r=0 

 

By Greta Pennell 

(USA) 

 

 

I was lucky enough to have met him and to have enjoyed his company at some of the Congresses of ITRA. Brian 

was one of its founding members and I was the Secretariat for many years. 

His books are old friends of mine and I see them whenever I enter the Library of ECGI (The Educational Centre 

for Games in Israel). I dip into them frequently and meet up with old friends of mine who were his colleagues or 

his students. 

Whenever I am asked for a definition of “play” I hear his voice saying: “only an unprofessional person asks for a 

definition of play.” 

As a young teacher he wrote a book for his pupils. It began: 

"Once upon a time there was a middle sized boy named Brian and he was called “Brin.” Now there was nothing 

unusual in this because very few boys are called by their own name. Sometimes they are called “Snowy,” and 

sometimes they are just called “Stinker,” but they are hardly ever called what they really are. So Brian was quite 

an ordinary sort of boy." 

Feisty. Joyful. Playful. Wise. Warm. Friendly. Unique storyteller. Academic. Educator. Beloved. Respected. 

We should all be that ordinary. 

 

By Helena Kling 

(Israel)  

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/15/science/brian-sutton-smith-scholar-of-whats-fun-dies-at-90.html?_r=0
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For me, reading Toys as Culture was a milestone in my career, as it changed the way I viewed toys and 

playthings and formed the basic research questions of my PhD Thesis. I first met Brian in 1990 in an ICCP 

conference in Sonnenberg, Germany, which I attended thanks to him actually, for it was Brian Sutton-Smith who 

responded to a letter I wrote to TASP as an anthropology student interested in play and toys asking for details on 

joining TASP. Not only did Brian respond to the hand-written letter of an unknown Greek student studying in 

London at the time, but he also sent me a huge envelope with copies of the TASP Newsletter and many of his 

publications. In a world before the Internet, to receive such a link to the ins and outs of play research and all this 

material was an amazing treat for me. I owe to Brian my entrance to the world of play and I will always 

remember him with gratitude and a big smile for his great sense of humour. 

 

By Cleo Gougoulis 

(Greece) 

 

 

It is with great sadness that I received the news of Prof Sutton-Smith's death. I believe that we who are alive and 

well will continue with the onerous task of keeping our individual nations and societies sensitive of 

the indisputable role of children and their lore. 

 

By Uwemedimo Iwoketok 

(Nigeria) 

 

 

Brian Sutton-Smith will be missed by all of us who have been working at bridging play with other fields of 

human activity; for the reach of his work extends beyond play. At the Hong Kong PolyU School of Design his 

Rhetorics of Play is used to explicate how design is shaped in relation to its contexts, be they social or cultural, 

and his writings on play and toys as culture have helped make sense of the work carried out at the PolyPlay lab. 

 

By Rémi Leclerc 

(Hong Kong) 
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MEMBER PROFILE – Cleo Gougoulis 
 

Cleo Gougoulis currently holds the position of Assistant Professor of Folk and Popular 

Culture, at the University of Patras, Greece. 

Born in Athens, Greece, Cleo was trained in Classics at the University of Athens, Folklore at 

the University of Thessaloniki, and Social Anthropology at University College London, MSc. 

1986, PhD. 2004). Her research interests and publications revolve around material culture 

studies, folklore studies, anthropology and museum studies, focusing on Greek children’s 

culture and the anthropology of play.  

In 1994 Cleo served as Editor of an international interdisciplinary special volume on 

children’s play of the Museum Journal Ethnographica and has co-edited two more thematic volumes of the 

journal Ethnographica (Tribute to Epirus, 1995, and Museums and Folk Culture, 2003) as well as the books 

Paidi kai pachnidi sti Neoelliniki Koinonia.19os kai 20os aionas  (Children and Play in Modern Greek Society. 

19
th

 and 20
th

 Centuries), Athens Kastaniotis, 2000,  and To Elliniko Paihnidi. Diadromes stin istoria tou (Greek 

Toys: Historical Trajectories), Athens ELIA/MIET: 2008.  

She has recently been involved in the mounting of exhibitions in state schools and other municipal settings in 

Athens and Pireaus, including two exhibits based on her extensive oral history-based fieldwork:  Toys from the 

Attic (2013) and Bridal Memories and Wedding Rituals in Nikaia (2014).  

A member of ITRA since its founding year in 1993, and a recipient of the BRIO prize in 2005, she has served 

the ITRA Board since 2002 from the positions of Treasurer (2002 to present), President (2006-2011 and 2012-

2014) and Vice President (2011-2013 and 2014 to present). She has also given generously of her time through 

her service on various ITRA-related committees including the scientific and conference organizing committee 

and the nominating committee for the ITRA-BTHA prize award for outstanding toy research.  In 2008 she 

chaired the conference organizing committee, organizing a conference in Nafplion, Greece. She also serves on 

the editorial Board of the International Journal of Play and the Greek journal, Ethnologia.  

 

The Editorial Team finally caught up with Cleo earlier this year, after many attempts to feature her in the 

Member Profile section. Cleo repeatedly offered suggestions of alternative ITRA members whom she considered 

far more worthy of being profiled. This is the nature of Cleo - kind, humble, and always considering others. The 

Editorial Team trusts the reader appreciates the arm-twisting required for this profile...    

 

Cleo’s involvement with toy research began at the Peloponnesian Folklore Foundation, where she was engaged 

in curating its collections from 1981-1990. It was during the documentation of an interesting collection of hand- 

made toys from a particular mountain village of Crete that her initial interest in playthings was triggered. Among 

the handmade looms, dolls, slings, marbles, shooters and makeshift musical instruments were some handmade 

miniatures of sheep which, rather than simply being tended to by mock shepherds, were actually used by Cretan 

children of this area for ludic reproductions of animal-theft scenes leading to acts of vendetta.  

 

It was the first time that Cleo realized the complicated links between toys, play, and societal events, and their 

worth as a topic of further exploration - a conviction that ultimately led her across the continent to England to 

pursue her graduate studies in Anthropology. In 1985 the Peloponnesian Folklore Foundation granted her a 

postgraduate scholarship to enable Cleo to further her studies. Cleo registered as an MSc student at University 

College London, UK, where Professor Danny Miller enthusiastically embraced her interest in toys and helped 

her develop a specific approach to toys grounded in the approaches of material culture theory, economic 

anthropology and childhood studies.   

 

Cleo’s involvement in ITRA is a long and convoluted story. While in London, preparing her PhD research 

proposal on Greek children’s material culture of play (space and toys in the context of the commoditization of 

Greek society), she came across TASP publications held in the Senate House Library. She wrote to its executives 

to inquire how she might gain more information on people who studied children’s play. Cleo was amazed, as she 

considered herself an unknown Greek student in London, to receive a hand-written letter from none other than 

Brian Sutton-Smith himself. Brian responded by enclosing, with his letter, the latest issue of the TASP 

Newsletter and many of his prolific publications. Cleo had not long before that finished reading Toys as Culture, 

which she felt radically changed her perspective in toy research, so she could not believe her eyes. 

 

It was thanks to Brian that Cleo found the relevant information and started attending ICCP-TASP joint European 

conferences. It was at conferences in Sonnenberg, Germany, and Paris that she met Gilles Brougère and Jean 

Pierre Rossie. As editor of PFF’s annual journal Ethnographica, Cleo invited Gilles and Jean to write for a 

special international and interdisciplinary issue dedicated to children’s play, published in 1993. Steve Kline and 

Peter Smith also wrote for that issue, and this was before she had met them in person. The concept of forming an 

association dedicated to the study of toys was introduced to Cleo during the 1992 ICCP-TASP summer 

conference in Paris. Jorn Martin Steenhold and Jeffrey Goldstein invited Cleo to attend the founding meeting of 
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ITRA in Utrecht in September 1993. Cleo unfortunately was unable to attend due to the birth of her son, 

Angelos. Cleo added the aside, that as a consequence, it is easy to remember the exact age of ITRA! 

 

Cleo feels that joining ITRA inexorably changed her life. She found colleagues who shared her interest in toys 

and a forum for discussion of toy research that was extremely important for her work, especially after her return 

to Greece and her museum post. ITRA included the world’s leading toy specialists and it has always felt for Cleo 

to be a wonderful source of inspiration and exchange of ideas. In the days before the internet, information in 

peripheral countries was scarce and valuable, so ITRA was an ideal place for a young researcher, with its 

constant flow of information on toy and play-related research and publications. Moreover, there was always 

room for collaboration and intellectual engagement among her many colleagues in the field. But most of all she 

has enjoyed the quality of ITRA’s members and their friendship. Many ITRA friends have visited Athens and 

some have been invited by the Museum or Greek Universities to run educational programmes in Nafplion (e.g. 

Sudarshan Khanna and Jean-Pierre Rossie) or deliver lectures in Athens and Agrinion (Steve Kline).  

 

What was extremely appealing for Cleo about ITRA was its fairly small number of members (compared to the 

huge sizes of other international associations) which encouraged face to face interaction and a friendly and 

informal atmosphere. Cleo recalls many important theoretical discussions and debates on a wide variety of toy- 

related issues over dinner during and after conferences with most of her ITRA colleagues and friends. During the 

second ITRA conference in Halmstadt, in 1999, Cleo shared a room with Suzy Seriff and discovered that they 

shared the same passion for the critical study of folk culture from an anthropological perspective. Their long 

discussions after the conference sessions are still a vivid memory for her and have continued over these years on 

various occasions. For Cleo there is no question but that it is the people that make ITRA what it is; a brilliant 

interdisciplinary mix of researchers who take play and toys seriously. If Cleo could envisage any changes to 

ITRA, it would be a more steady presence of historians and archaeologists, who have made important 

contributions to toy research especially in issues related to gender, and the agency of toys. She would also like to 

see more members from Africa and Asia, if possible.  

 

Cleo first joined the ITRA Board as treasurer at the London conference in 2002. Having developed a friendship 

with the late Birgitta Almqvist, Cleo regularly contributed to the Newsletter with short pieces of information or 

presentations of toy-related publications. In Alicante, it was proposed that Cleo share the 2005-2008 presidential 

term with Sudarshan Khanna. This second half of the term coincided with the preparation for the Nafplion 

conference in 2008. One of the important priorities on her agenda as President, besides overseeing two more 

conferences (Bursa, 2011, and Braga, 2014), was the improvement of the communication between members and 

toy scholars in general. This culminated in the development of ITRA’s website in 2006, and the regular 

publication of the ITRA Newsletter, under the guidance of ITRA’s editing teams which have included, over the 

years, Helena Kling, Mark Allen, Kati Heljakka and Suzy Seriff.  

 

Currently, Cleo is interested in the fate of toys in times of crisis and for the past couple of years has been 

conducting research among children and adults in impoverished urban neighbourhoods. Cleo also teaches 

courses on Folk and Popular Culture and a post-graduate course on Urban Sociology, while continuing her work 

as editor of the Peloponnesian Folklore Foundations journal. Cleo has always considered herself lucky in being 

able to be engaged in her own field research about play and toys and has particularly enjoyed the combination of 

museum related work with research and teaching. Organizing outreach exhibits on various themes (e.g. on life-

cycle rituals) in schools and municipal settings has also fascinated her as she found it an excellent venue for 

gaining information on people’s relationships to things and the role of things (including toys) in creating and 

maintaining relationships, identities and memories.  

 

Cleo’s research interests include, more broadly, the study of material culture in everyday life (including such 

practices as tinkering) and theoretical issues related to the use of new and old technologies. She reports that 

Greece’s current economic crisis has proven to be quite difficult for researchers in the social sciences such as 

herself, as most local researchers have to rely on their own resources, their imagination and all kinds of 

unexpected work! Being a museum person for a considerable period of her life, Cleo has learned to do a bit of 

everything so this situation has hardly affected her but it has changed her perspective in the sense that she is now 

attempting to take her research in a more applied direction, sharing knowledge with wider parts of society. Cleo 

is also part of an interdisciplinary forum in Athens which recently begun to run free seminars in working class 

areas on various topics. When Cleo eventually retires, she would like to pursue the goal further and maybe find 

some more time to practice her guitar! 

 

The above profile only scratches the surface in chronicling the range and breadth of Cleo’s interests and 

involvements in the area of children’s toys in society, and her dedicated service to our Association. Indeed, the 

entire Association owes a huge debt of gratitude for the many ways in which Cleo’s selfless giving of her time, 

her energy, her intellect, her passion, and her enthusiasm have brought us all together, kept us on track, and 

spurred us to new heights. 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 

 

Please remember when you do send items for inclusion in the Newsletter to send them in a downloadable form. 
 

ARGENTINA 
Stela Maris Ferrarese Capettini writes to inform the ITRA membership of the 1

st
 National Games for 

Indigenous Peoples of Argentina. 

Website: http://www.juegosnacionalesindigenas.com/ (in Spanish) 

 

 

NIGERIA 
In her inaugural lecture entitled “Childlore: A Bottom-up Perspective to Literary Studies and Orature,” Prof. 

Uwemedimo Iwoketok defined child-lore as the sum total of childhood. 

Iwoketok said children had their own traditions, which included the conventional manner in which they do their 

things, adding that these traditions could be passed on to others through formal or informal education.  

She described children as part and parcel of every society, saying that, “in every child, there is an adult; so also 

in every adult, there is childhood.” 

She said the study of childlore within the Nigerian or African context was very essential, as it had to do with the 

study of childhood traditions. 

 

 

USA 
Greta Pennell writes about an event she attended on the 24

th
 January 2015. 

Going Native American - Kaya® Day at the Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art in 

Indianapolis, Indiana, celebrated the Nez Perce culture of the American Girl® doll, Kaya®.  This annual one-day 

event featured Native American crafts (beadwork, gourd art, painting with water colors made from native 

plants), music, dancing and story-telling. While some boys participated in the celebration, this was primarily a 

mother-daughter-doll event.  Greta Pennell and American Girl Doll scholar, Rebecca West (Loyola University – 

Chicago) talked with attendees about the event.  Many of the mothers shared stories about their own American 

Girl dolls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the dolls sold in the museum gift shop. 

 

While Kaya was the star of the day, she certainly wasn’t the only American Girl doll in attendance.  It was also 

interesting that “imitation” Kaya dolls were fully embraced as part of the day’s festivities (perhaps, in part, 

because the museum gift shop only sells the “knock-off” versions of Native American girl dolls and accessories).  

The day left Pennell and West with many more questions than answers and lots of ideas for future research 

projects – we look forward to going Native American again in 2016.   

For more info about the Eiteljorg see: http://www.eiteljorg.org 

http://www.juegosnacionalesindigenas.com/
http://www.eiteljorg.org/
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CONFERENCES & EXHIBITIONS 

 
This section covers both up-coming and past conferences and exhibitions. Hopefully mentioning past events will 

not induce depression as to what you may have missed, while we trust previews of future events will whet your 

appetite to attend. Previews and reviews of conferences are sought for the next edition of the ITRA Newsletter. 
 

 

FUTURE CONFERENCES 
 

October 2015 
The 9

th
 European Conference on Games-Based Learning, ECGBL 2015, will take place in Nord-Trondelag 

University College, Steinkjer, Norway, 8
th

 – 9
th

 October 2015. 

For more information and call for papers visit:  

http://academic-conferences.org/ecgbl/ecgbl2015/ecgbl15-home.htm 

 

 

May 2016 
TIA's International Conference of Play Professionals will be held the Miami 

Beach Edition Hotel, Miami, Florida, USA, 2
nd

 – 4
th

 May 2016.  

PlayCon is the Toy Industry Association’s premier annual gathering for play 

professionals who are looking to network with peers and industry icons and receive 

cutting edge research, ideas and inspiration.  

This three-day conference features general assembly presentations by industry influencers and thought-leaders, 

interactive workshops, networking lunches, evening events, social activities and more. 

For more information visit: 

http://www.toyassociation.org/TIA/Events/PlayCon/Events2/PlayCon/PlayCon1.aspx 

 
 

September 2017 
The International Play Association Conference will be held in Calgary, Canada in September 2017 

The theme of the conference will be Unleashing the Power of Play. 

For more information visit:  

http://arpaonline.ca/events/ipacalgary2017/ 

 

 

PAST CONFERENCES 
 

December 2014 
Fun with Dick and Jane: Gender and Childhood was held at the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, 

Indiana, USA, 4
th

 – 6
th

 December 2014. 

Reviewed by Greta Pennell 

The panels and plenary sessions at this interdisciplinary conference examined “issues of gender and childhood 

through multiple lenses” including gender variant parenting and examination of the gendered spaces and material 

culture.  While media and literature provided the interpretive frames for the majority of presentations, a few 

sessions focused on the role of toys in gender socialization.   

Presentations taking a historical look at the relationship between gender and toys included: 

• Rebecca Houze from Northern Illinois University presented a historical analysis, “Erector Set of Dreamhouse?  

Gendered Toys and the Built Environment of the 20
th

 Century.” 

• Mary Hatfield from Trinity College, Dublin “Fashioning Gender:  The Material Cultures of Boyhood and 

Girlhood in 19
th

 Century Ireland.” 

• Elizabeth Sweet from University of California, Davis “From Little Homemakers to Pink Princesses:  Gender 

and Children’s Toys in the Late 20
th

 Century” 

While others turned their analytical eye to contemporary toys and toy advertising:  

• Denise Ayo from University of Notre Dame on “Controlling Gender with a Play Station Controller:  Jill 

Valentine, Video Games, and the Politics of Female Playable Characters.” 

• Anthony Amettis from University of Illinois at Chicago “Disney’s Plastic Princesses:  Dolls, Costume, and 

Genedered Advertising Rhetoric” 

The Gender Studies Program at Notre Dame collaborates with several departments to host this conference every 

other year.  Watch for an announcement of the 2017 conference themed around intersectionality of race and 

gender at: 

http://genderstudies.nd.edu/events/  

http://academic-conferences.org/ecgbl/ecgbl2015/ecgbl15-home.htm
http://www.toyassociation.org/TIA/Events/PlayCon/Events2/PlayCon/PlayCon1.aspx
http://arpaonline.ca/events/ipacalgary2017/
http://genderstudies.nd.edu/events/
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February 2015 
The 27

th
 ICCP World Play Conference took place in Brussels, Belgium, 1

st
 – 3

rd
 February 2015. 

The theme was Researching Play – Challenges and Opportunities.  

For more information about the conference, please visit the conference website:  

http://www.iccp-play.org/conferencebrussels2015.htm 

 

The Digital Kids Conference was held in New York, USA, 15
th

 – 17
th

 February 2015. 

The conference theme was Toys, Learning and Play: Technology Makes Learning Fun. 

More information is available at: 

http://digitalkidscon.com/learning/ 

 

 

March 2015 
The Association for the Study of Play’s 41st Annual International Conference was held at 

the University of Texas at San Antonio, USA, 4
th

 -7
th

 March 2015 

The theme was Play Across the Lifespan, and presentations were organized according to three 

tracks: play from the past, play in the present, and play as part of the future. 

More details available at: 

http://www.tasplay.org/about-us/conference/call-for-papers/ 

 

 

CURRENT EXHIBITIONS 
 

Until August 2015 
Toys through time: From peg dolls to spacemen, Sydney Living Museums, Sydney, NSW, Australia, 28

th
 

March – 9
th

 August 2015. 

From peg dolls to Barbie, tin soldiers to spacemen, see over 200 original toys and treasures that capture the spirit 

of play and the creativity of Sydney’s unique toy story. The exhibition promises a captivating trip down memory 

lane for people of all ages. 

For further information see the following website: 

http://sydneylivingmuseums.com.au/exhibitions/toys 

 

 

Until September 2015 
Small Stories: At Home in a Dolls' House, V&A Museum of Childhood, London, United Kingdom. 

On display are 12 dolls houses from the past 300 years. The houses show developments in architecture, design, 

social changes and the values of Georgian and Victorian eras. 

For further information see the following website: 

http://www.vam.ac.uk/moc/exhibitions/small-stories-at-home-in-a-dolls-house/ 

 
Playing Trains, National Railway Museum, York, United Kingdom, 20

th
 March – 6

th
 September 2015. 

Why do children love trains so much? The museum’s immersive and playful new exhibition explores childhood 

fascination with trains and railways. 

http://www.nrm.org.uk/PlanaVisit/Events/playing-trains.aspx 

 

Broadwalk Arcade, the Strong, National Museum of Play, Rochester NY, USA, 30
th

 May – 7
th

 September 2015. 

A celebration of arcade amusements in all their beeping, blipping and vibrant glory. Journey to seaside resorts 

such as Coney Island and Atlantic City and explore the evolution of arcade amusements. 

http://www.museumofplay.org/exhibits/boardwalk-arcade 

 

 

FUTURE EXHIBITIONS 

 

July 2015 until January 2016 
Kites from Kabul, V&A Museum of Childhood, London, United Kingdom. 

The exhibition celebrates the story of the brightly coloured kites which have been flown in Afganistan, for more 

than a 100 years. The presentation covers the history and culture of kite flying in one of the most troubled 

regions of the world.  

For further information see the following website: 

http://www.vam.ac.uk/moc/exhibitions-and-displays/dkites-from-kabul/ 

http://www.iccp-play.org/conferencebrussels2015.htm
http://digitalkidscon.com/learning/
http://www.tasplay.org/about-us/conference/call-for-papers/
http://sydneylivingmuseums.com.au/exhibitions/toys
http://www.vam.ac.uk/moc/exhibitions/small-stories-at-home-in-a-dolls-house/
http://www.nrm.org.uk/PlanaVisit/Events/playing-trains.aspx
http://www.museumofplay.org/exhibits/boardwalk-arcade
http://www.vam.ac.uk/moc/exhibitions-and-displays/dkites-from-kabul/
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PUBLICATIONS & BOOKS 
 

Book reviews, or book recommendations, are sought for the next edition of the ITRA Newsletter. Please submit 

these to the Editorial Team at itranewslttr@gmail.com. This edition also includes calls for papers on upcoming 

publications. 

 

Christopher Byrne (2013).  Toy Time! From Hula Hoops to He-Man to Hungry Hungry Hippos, A Look Back 

at the Most-Beloved Toys of Decades Past.  New York:  Three Rivers Press.  240 pages. ISBN: 978-0385-34912-

3 (soft cover).  

Reviewed by Greta Pennell 

The title alone provides almost all the synopsis needed in terms of this book’s content. Through his work as 

content director at TimetoPlayMag.com, Byrne used social media and other means to ask people throughout the 

United States what toys they loved most and why.  Despite radical changes in marketing, manufacturing, and 

technological sophistication of toys from the 1940’s through the 80’s, some toys were repeatedly named as 

favourites and the basis for their inclusion in the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the introduction, Byrne explains that this book is intended as “a celebration of toys and a window back on our 

memories…a journey back to a simpler, more innocent time” (p. 12).  As such, it is a nostalgic and definitely 

US-centric look at each of the 94 toys featured in the book. 

Organized into eight chapters based on the functionality or other attributes of the toys (e.g., Dolls, Outdoor Toys, 

Games, Fads), the book is complete with full colour illustrations of the toy itself, its package, and/or advertising.  

For each toy the year of introduction (or re-introduction) is provided along with a general description, an 

explanation of “Why We Loved Them” and where the toy is today, either in terms of ownership, design, or plans 

for future development/release.  Interspersed are bits of trivia about some of the toys such as the fact that “there 

are more LEGO mini-figures than there are people on the planet” (p.206). 

Overall, the book provides a snapshot of a wide variety of “classic” mass-marketed toys in the United States.  

The narrative doesn’t go beyond general (and sometimes stereotypical) description, but it does provide a nice 

visual stroll down memory lane. 

 

 

J. L. Roopnarine, M. M. Patte, J. E. Johnson, & D. Kuschner, Eds (2014). International Perspectives on 

Children’s Play.  (1st ed.). London: Open University Press. 

Reviewed by Lieselotte van Leeuwen 

This book points the reader away from universal characteristics of play to culture-specific differences in free 

play. Early development and education experts describe contexts and ways of self-directed/free play from the 

perspectives of seventeen different cultures around the globe.  Field observations and interviews with parents 

and teachers provide a rich pattern of material and social contexts affecting young children’s play. Mixed 

backgrounds of immigrant children in the US, as well as African, Asian, Latin American, Caribbean, and 

European perspectives, are presented. Poor and rich countries, differing socio-economic backgrounds, as well as 

urban and rural settings for free play are explored using qualitative methods. The book aims to re-balance 

Western normative views on play with the contextualised diversity of play emerging from different adaptive 

needs, environments and cultural values. Cultural contexts are shown to modulate both the motivation for and 

developmental outcomes of play.. Over all of the instances described, the free play of young children is shown to 

mirror the everyday practices of adults that children observe and/or participate in.  As a result of this immersion, 

more than as a consequence of adult intentions for play, young children explore and engage in the respective 

relevant skills and interactions. 

Also physical conditions such as locations and climate are shown to enable and constrain play choices in 

profound ways. The authors highlight the potential of these diverse culture-and-community specific informal 

learning experiences and motivations for formal multi-cultural educational settings. In various ways the authors 

mailto:itranewslttr@gmail.com
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argue that an educational evaluation of free play behaviour along one (Western) set of cultural norms is not only 

short-sighted, but robs children, families and multi-cultural societies of the opportunity to maximise diversity in 

physical, social, cognitive and emotional skills as a potent starting point for learning and contribution to the 

fabric of everyday life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The described diversity of play in non-Western and less affluent communities is reflected in a diversity of 

objects and environments (natural and man-made). Only to a small extent do they become used exclusively as 

toys or play spaces. The resourceful, creative and flexible use of whatever objects and materials are available 

shows a self-directed active engagement with all aspects of situated everyday life. The contrast could not be 

greater to over-structured childhoods, with an abundance of objects exclusively for play suggesting certain uses, 

which a child needs to discover rather than invent. Both strategies are culture-specific and adaptive. However, all 

children use both strategies in their free play. Cultures and societies differ with respect to the extent, adult 

intervention, and degrees of permission for these strategies. The book as a whole shows how consequences of 

these differing approaches are by themselves culture and society dependent. This again puts a big question mark 

behind a universal gold standard of play behaviour. 

The book could inspire toy research in a number of ways.  For example, systematically analysing objects and 

environments used for play and their role in everyday life as a whole could inspire toy design. An approach to 

toys which are also used in non-play situations and by different age groups could be one answer to increasing 

criticism in Western contexts regarding the isolation of children from adult contexts.  

The book also inspires thinking about the potential integrative role of toys and designed environments for young 

children living in parental and host cultures. The diverse accounts highlight that, beyond cultural-specific 

artefacts, the relevance for lived circumstances is implicitly what makes objects to be chosen as toys. 

 

 

The International Journal of Play: Call for Papers 

The journal welcomes: reports on research projects; papers concerned with theory-

practice links; policy critiques and expositions; reviews and analysis of contemporary 

and historical publications; essays, memoirs, and other forms of reflective writing; 

writing that builds on the experience and voices of children and young people; and, theoretical position papers.  

The International Journal of Play will appear three times a year and the contents of the first issue can be found at:  

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rijp20/current 

 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rijp20/current
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS 

 
1) Toy lamb miraculously found a year after it went missing in Kent. 

http://www.courier.co.uk/Toy-lamb-miraculously-year-went-missing-Kent/story-26651292-detail/story.html 

 

2) Mike Tyson faces his toughest fight yet - unboxing a toy. 

http://www.joe.co.uk/entertainment/mike-tyson-faces-his-toughest-fight-yet-unboxing-a-toy/5440 

 

3) DreamWorks signs spin master as master toy partner for Noddy, Toyland detective. 

http://www.toynews-online.biz/news/read/dreamworks-signs-spin-master-as-master-toy-partner-for-noddy-

toyland-detective/044700 

 

4) Walking down 'toy' lane... 

http://www.dnaindia.com/lifestyle/report-walking-down-toy-lane-at-spielzeug-museum-germany-2093967 

 

5) Action Man toy haul makes £180,000. 

http://home.bt.com/news/odd-news/action-man-toy-haul-makes-180000-11363983380004 

 

6) Toy cars give children with disabilities the freedom to move 

http://www.people.com/article/go-baby-go-program-toy-cars-children-disabilities 

 

7) Northampton student’s ride-on recycling toy design scoops him a top award 

http://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/news/local/northampton-student-s-ride-on-recycling-toy-design-scoops-

him-a-top-award-1-6776425 

 

8) This hacked kids’ toy opens garage doors in seconds. 

http://www.wired.com/2015/06/hacked-kids-toy-opens-garage-doors-seconds/ 

 

9) NASA's inflatable Mars heat shield inspired by kids' toy. 

http://rt.com/usa/219671-nasa-heat-shield-mars/ 

 

10) Not just another toy story. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/Not-just-another-toy-story/articleshow/47548763.cms 

 

11) Oldest toy 'ever found' in Europe is 3500-year-old bronze stork. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-3076716/Is-oldest-toy-Europe-3-500-year-old-bronze-silver-

stork-tilts-head-drink-water.html 

 

12) Would you spend more than £500 a year on toys for your child?  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/retailandconsumer/11624459/The-UK-has-the-worlds-second-

highest-spend-per-child-on-toys.html 

 

13) Toy trains from the past 200 years. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-30793868 

 

14) Students get serious about fun. 

http://newsoffice.mit.edu/2015/toy-product-design-0513 

 

15) Animal control mistakes life-sized toy for tiger. 

http://wtop.com/watercooler/2015/05/animal-control-mistakes-life-sized-toy-for-tiger/ 

 

16) This clever packaging turns waste into educational toys. 

http://www.fastcoexist.com/3043690/world-changing-ideas/this-clever-packaging-turns-waste-into-educational-

toys 

 

17) Traditional toys like jigsaws and Lego boost children's problem solving skills. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/11376734/Traditional-toys-like-jigsaws-and-Lego-boost-childrens-

problem-solving-skills.html 

 

18) The games and toys that teach children the inner workings of technology, and let them create rather than just 

press buttons. 

http://www.livemint.com/Leisure/prU09iRimGETF3LbcVFhGK/Childs-play.html 

http://www.courier.co.uk/Toy-lamb-miraculously-year-went-missing-Kent/story-26651292-detail/story.html
http://www.joe.co.uk/entertainment/mike-tyson-faces-his-toughest-fight-yet-unboxing-a-toy/5440
http://www.toynews-online.biz/news/read/dreamworks-signs-spin-master-as-master-toy-partner-for-noddy-toyland-detective/044700
http://www.toynews-online.biz/news/read/dreamworks-signs-spin-master-as-master-toy-partner-for-noddy-toyland-detective/044700
http://www.dnaindia.com/lifestyle/report-walking-down-toy-lane-at-spielzeug-museum-germany-2093967
http://home.bt.com/news/odd-news/action-man-toy-haul-makes-180000-11363983380004
http://www.people.com/article/go-baby-go-program-toy-cars-children-disabilities
http://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/news/local/northampton-student-s-ride-on-recycling-toy-design-scoops-him-a-top-award-1-6776425
http://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/news/local/northampton-student-s-ride-on-recycling-toy-design-scoops-him-a-top-award-1-6776425
http://www.wired.com/2015/06/hacked-kids-toy-opens-garage-doors-seconds/
http://rt.com/usa/219671-nasa-heat-shield-mars/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/Not-just-another-toy-story/articleshow/47548763.cms
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-3076716/Is-oldest-toy-Europe-3-500-year-old-bronze-silver-stork-tilts-head-drink-water.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-3076716/Is-oldest-toy-Europe-3-500-year-old-bronze-silver-stork-tilts-head-drink-water.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/retailandconsumer/11624459/The-UK-has-the-worlds-second-highest-spend-per-child-on-toys.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/retailandconsumer/11624459/The-UK-has-the-worlds-second-highest-spend-per-child-on-toys.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-30793868
http://newsoffice.mit.edu/2015/toy-product-design-0513
http://wtop.com/watercooler/2015/05/animal-control-mistakes-life-sized-toy-for-tiger/
http://www.fastcoexist.com/3043690/world-changing-ideas/this-clever-packaging-turns-waste-into-educational-toys
http://www.fastcoexist.com/3043690/world-changing-ideas/this-clever-packaging-turns-waste-into-educational-toys
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/11376734/Traditional-toys-like-jigsaws-and-Lego-boost-childrens-problem-solving-skills.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/11376734/Traditional-toys-like-jigsaws-and-Lego-boost-childrens-problem-solving-skills.html
http://www.livemint.com/Leisure/prU09iRimGETF3LbcVFhGK/Childs-play.html
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ITRA 2015 Fees Notice 

 
Please note that, according to the ITRA Board’s decision in Alicante, 8

th
 August 2005, conference fees cover 

ITRA membership fees until the following conference. This means that conference participants who paid full 

registration fees for the 7
th

 ITRA conference in Braga, Portugal 2014 have been exempted from paying ITRA 

dues for the years 2015 through 2017. 

 

If you were not able to attend the conference in Braga this past summer, you must submit your annual 

membership fee for 2015 to remain an ITRA member in good standing. 

 

Annual membership:   €50 

Retiree// Student membership: €25 

 

Payments may be made  

a) through bank transfer to the following account number 

 

International Toy Research Association, 

National Bank of Greece, Pal. Phaliro branch 175 

Account number: 175/480074.53 

IBAN Number: GR16 0110 1750 0000 1754 8007 453 

SWIFT: ETHNGRAA 

 

b) by sending an International Money Order, payable to ITRA, to the treasurer at the following address: 

 

Cleo Gougoulis 

73 Terpsihoris St. 

P.Phaleron 

17562 Athens 

Greece 

 

Please notify the ITRA treasurer, Cleo Gougoulis, by sending an e-mail to: cleogougoulis@yahoo.gr, when you 

send your fees to the bank. It is important to mention what amount and in which currency you paid. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cleogougoulis@yahoo.gr
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EPILOGUE 
 
If you attended a conference this year - toy related, preferably - have anything to say, whether about yourself, 

publications you have read or would like to recommend to the ITRA membership, events, research or just 

anything, or would like to propose an ITRA member we could profile, do not hesitate to contact either Suzy or 

Mark, via itranwslttr@gmail.com. We intend to publish a Winter edition in December 2015. In the meantime, 

the editors of the newsletter would like to thank everyone who contributed to this issue of the ITRA newsletter. 

 

We would encourage you to feel free to send the editors articles, which we can share with the rest of the ITRA 

members. If English is not your first language, please do not let this be a hindrance to contacting the Editorial 

Team; we are more than happy to assist in editing items from contributors.  

 

Regards 

Suzy & Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We do not stop playing because we grow old, we grow old because we stop playing. 
Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)

 

mailto:itranwslttr@gmail.com

