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PROLOGUE 
 

The International Toy Research Association Newsletter is designed to keep members up to 

date with research in the fields of toys and play. In this issue, readers will find a Member‟s 

Profile, the Members‟ Forum, various publications, conference previews and reviews. The 

newsletter has been formatted to allow the document to be read in either printed form or as 

a soft copy, which can be found on the ITRA website. 

 

The ITRA website (http://www.itratoyresearch.org.) covers the following: a description of 

ITRA, a brief history of the association, how to become a member, and a catalogue of 
downloadable newsletters. 

 

Those of you who promised material that never arrived… send it again. For those who made contributions, 

without which there would be many more blank spaces, a massive thank you. 

 

Enjoy the Newsletter. 
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GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT OF ITRA 
 

Dear ITRA colleagues and friends, 

 

LCA and EoL are acronyms which may not appear in many conversations about toy research. 

Life Cycle Analysis and End-of- Life scenarios are terms used when investigating the potential 

environmental impact of an object over its lifetime – from production to use and eventually to 

recycling, reuse or disposal. A couple of weeks ago, in Paris, world leaders were discussing 

such issues at their international conference on climate change and control for global warming. 

Toys, or toy packaging for that matter, are objects with their own life cycle. And, like all 

objects, the question of what happens when they reach the end of their useful life is one which 
arguably affects all of us in the business of toy research. Discussing with colleagues recently, 

toys are an interesting case since some, after an initial period of depreciation, may eventually become collector‟s 

items, for example, vintage train sets, a collection of Steif teddy bears or even Beanie Babies. Since this financial 

appreciation does not occur with all toys, designing for a generalised EoL scenario is arguably impossible. 

 

While reviewing toy life cycles, I was aware that the deadline to write the Greetings from the President of ITRA 

was threatening to make a whooshing sound as it passed by, and consequently it had me contemplating the 

„cycle‟ of our association. ITRA holds conferences every three years and as the conference in Braga is now 

about 18 months past, we are around halfway to the next exciting instalment in the series of ITRA conferences. 

The Braga conference may be something of a distant memory and the proposed 2017 conference in Rauma, 

Finland, still beyond the conscious horizon, again, had me contemplating various cycles I had experienced.  

 
My parents were missionaries and as a result my formative years were spent at a remote mission hospital in 

KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. The nearest town was about fourteen kilometres away, down a narrow mountain 

pass, so we had little regular access to shops. As money was not plentiful, my brothers and I resorted to 

fashioning our own toys. Fortunately, having practical parents, they had over the years accumulated a wide 

variety of wood and metal working tools and machines. Many happy hours were spent in the workshop welding, 

lathe-turning, hammering, gluing toys made from old pieces of metal, wood or occasionally plastic pipe. The 

toys ranged from, wooden vehicles and boats which produced years of pleasure, to absurd objects such as a table 

football which ended up two metres long and was frankly unplayable, to those inventions that may generously be 

described as a “health and safety inspector‟s nightmare”. The local Zulu children made vehicles from discarded 

wire coat-hangers and fruit tins. These cars and trucks were designed to be run behind and steered along the 

sandy tracks in our neighbourhood. For years my exasperated mother wondered why the family coat-hangers 
kept disappearing from our wardrobes – they were in fact passing by the house, admittedly unrecognisable as 

coat-hangers in the shape of wonderfully imaginative and colourful toy vehicles. My childhood seemed to be an 

endless cycle of finishing with one toy, usually by giving it away or having it break, to the calm of dreaming up 

the next toy before the storm in the workshop as the next „best toy ever!‟ would somehow take shape. 

 

Talking of storms, my favourite school subject was, without a doubt, geography and unequivocally a result of 

my teacher. Mr Corbishley made the most mundane geographical fact sound worthy of note, far distant lands 

became exotic, and concepts like population density, rock formations, and ocean currents, became more than just 

curiosities. Stories of how 18th century Dutch and Portuguese explorers, in their magnificent tall-ships, crossed 

the equator become becalmed for weeks in the Doldrums, awaiting even the lightest wind to drive them onwards. 

Their goal lay south, beyond the horizon, round the Cape of Good Hope, or Cape of Storms, as it was less than 

affectionately known. It occurs to me that there are parallels between exploring trade routes around the tip of 
Africa and ITRA conference cycles. The halfway point between continents, or in our case conferences, may 

seem becalmed, but there is always the adventure ahead which comes inexorably closer with the passing of time. 

 

While our next conference may be 18 months away, Päivi Marjanen and Kati Heljakka from Turku University, 

Rauma, Finland, have diligently continued with their preparations. The proposed theme is Toys: Tradition, 

Technology and Innovation and to be held 22nd – 24th August 2017. Currently this may seem beyond the horizon, 

however, hopefully the Call for Papers mid-2016, will signal the proximity of the next ITRA conference. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish the ITRA family an enjoyable festive period. 

 

Mark Allen 
Serious Fun Research Labs 

Woking,  

SURREY 

UK 

Email: m.allen-uk@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:m.allen-uk@hotmail.co.uk
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MEMBER PROFILE – Luisa Magalhães 
 

Luísa Magalhães is currently Assistant Professor of Theories of Communication, Organizational 

Communication and Sociology of Communication, at the Catholic University of Portugal, and has 

worked at the Braga Regional Centre since 2007. 

Born in Braga, Luísa studied at Minho University, first in International Relations and then in 

English and Portuguese Teaching. She gained a Masters in Theories of Communication (1997) and 

a PhD in Communication Sciences (2009). Her research interests and publications include toys, 

communication and children, in particular, toy advertising and organizational communication. 

Luisa started teaching French and English in 1982, initially at middle and later at a secondary school. Between 

1986 and 1993 Luísa worked as an English and French interpreter at a number of professional conferences 
covering industry, medicine and education. She also worked as a freelance reporter, photographer and 

cameraperson, editing and reproducing several videos and photographic albums.  

In 1993 Luisa commenced lecturing at the Minho University, Communication Science Department, and 

transferred to the Catholic University of Portugal in 2007. She is Head of the Pedagogical Committee for the 

Communication Sciences degree and supervises a post-doctorate in Communication. Luisa is a founding member 

of the National Association for Communication Sciences Research.  

A member of ITRA since 2005, she has served on the ITRA Board since 2011 and chaired the conference 

organizing committee for the 7th ITRA World Congress held at her university faculty, in Braga. 

 

Luisa Magalhães recently recalled for ITRA editors one of her earliest toy memories, when at around five years 

old, she received a Lego bus for Christmas – a red London bus. Luisa‟s uncle, who was working in the UK at 

that time, sent Luisa the bus. Lego was quite rare in Portugal back then, since international trade embargoes had 
been imposed in response to the country‟s unpopular dictatorship. Luisa remembers also receiving a train 

carriage from her overseas uncle. The impact of receiving Lego toys was to later play a significant part in 

Luisa‟s choice of PhD.   

 

To cover financial costs of her first degree in International Relations at Minho University, Luisa worked as an 

English teacher at a local secondary school. During her five year degree in politics, Luisa studied current theories 

of communication, media and the semiotics of communication. On the completion of the degree, Luisa continued 

to teach and after seven years, as a secondary school teacher, she returned to Minho University with the intent of 

pursuing a Masters of English literature. At the University, she was re-acquainted with one of her professors who 

was considering creating a communications degree and asked Luisa if she would be interested in joining him on 

the project. This resulted in Luisa quitting the Masters of English Literature program and commencing a Masters 
in the Theory of Communication, specifically to study semiotics, which she completed in 1995. 

 

A natural progression was to embark on a PhD, however, her one condition for this endeavour was that she 

found a research topic that was enjoyable and fun, rather than simply an academic exercise. Luisa decided to 

explore the intersections of three of her favourite topics - toys, children, and television - and commenced her 

studies in 2001. Luisa‟s PhD in children‟s TV advertising led her to publications by Jeffrey Goldstein, Gilles 

Brougère and David Buckingham. While Googling “toys and communications” and “toys and child 

development,” she became aware of ITRA. While Luisa was disappointed to have been unable to attend the 2002 

ITRA conference in London, she was able to go to the 2005 ITRA conference in Alicante. Luisa recounted, with 

some amusement, how she had quoted Jeffery Goldstein during her presentation, commenting that she would 

like to meet him, only to have Jeffery, who was at her presentation, raise his hand in acknowledgement. 

 
Luisa attended the 2005 ITRA conference in Alicante, primarily to meet like-minded toy researchers, to share 

experiences and to make new acquaintances. Luisa‟s first impressions of ITRA were all overwhelmingly 

positive, but not all what she was expecting, initially. She was overwhelmed by the kindness of everyone she met 

at the conference, commenting how “everyone was so nice, it was absolutely amazing.” She was especially 

excited to be able to actually meet and interact with so many scholars with whose work she was already familiar. 

In her words, “Those huge names in toy research, such as Jeffrey, Gilles, and Cleo, to name a few - really 

important and interesting people - all stopped and talked to me and showed interest in my research! For example, 

I told Jeffrey I had not been able to get to London and he immediately offered me the book that came out of the 

conference – a signed copy! It was the first time I had met him and there was no reason for him to give me a 

book... I was an insignificant researcher from Portugal. I was absolutely amazed.” 

 
Another of Luisa‟s initial impressions of ITRA was that it was not as formal as she had expected. Most of the 

paper presentations she attended tended toward being descriptive and anecdotal rather than empirical. But they 

were invariably fun. She found this  balance between not taking things too seriously, being able to laugh and 

joke, and still interacting in a serious research setting, to be quite unusual, but at the same time quite attractive. 

Luisa compared ITRA conferences to others she had attended and swore never to return to those, as they were 



 4 

too austere, authoritarian and condescending to a researcher who was not of some standing. Luisa remembers 

seeing the highly venerated Brian Sutton-Smith simply enjoying himself and dancing in a crowd of ITRA 

conference delegates and thought to herself that she wanted to be just like Brian. Luisa described ITRA as being 

her ideal research association: “Serious researchers, passionate about their work, co-existing in a socially 

pleasant environment.” For her, this proved to be the ideal way “to motivate people and to carry out necessary 

tasks, all in an enjoyable manner.”  

 

Luisa observed that ITRA, since she joined in 2005, has become broader, in the number of countries represented 

and diversified in the various toy research areas represented. Novel approaches to old problems about children, 

toys and play are regularly presented at ITRA conferences. Having said that, Luisa commented that one of her 
intentions in organising the 2014 conference in Braga was to attempt to introduce ITRA and toy research to a 

wider audience, specifically all Portuguese Universities with Education Departments. The Call-for-Papers was 

sent to all eight universities with communication degrees; frustratingly, only two sent delegates to the Braga 

conference. Perhaps, Luisa suggested, ITRA is viewed as being too heavily connected to the toy industry rather 

than researching the impact of toys on play. Similarly, Luisa was disappointed in the perception of ITRA by 

some colleagues in the education field. For example, when she challenged a colleague to present a paper on 

metaphors in linguistics – Luisa thinks there is no better metaphor for life than toys and play –  her colleague 

commented that their research group “had nothing to do with toys – they conduct “serious” research.” 

 

Luisa organised the 2014 ITRA conference with the aid of her industrious secretary and ever-helpful student 

volunteers. When asked about her experiences of organising the conference and whether she would be prepared 
to do it again, Luisa responded without hesitation, with an emphatic “Yes, definitely!” Luisa found working 

closely with her staff and positive reactions from delegates highly rewarding. For example, earlier this academic 

year, Luisa gathered all the student volunteers from the ITRA conference, some of whom had graduated, and in 

the presence of the current first and second year students, presented them with a certificate, a teddy bear and a 

personalised framed photo. Luisa felt that if there was anything negative about the conference, it was being 

unable to muster much enthusiasm from her own faculty at Braga. Luisa stated that the social program was really 

hard work, especially on such a tight budget, but she continues to receive compliments on the social events. It 

was important to Luisa that the conference program offered delegates time to present and answer questions, but 

more significantly, plenty of opportunity to socialise and chat over coffee. It was vital for participants to have 

time to meet friends, make new friends and share experiences, especially related to their toy research. 

 
Luisa was voted onto the ITRA Board during the 2011 ITRA conference in Bursa. She observed that the current 

practice of meeting only during the conference, every three years, means that the Board misses a crucial 

opportunity to share experiences and discuss issues on a more regular basis, either before or between 

conferences. She laments that this limits the Board‟s primary functions to organising the ITRA conferences, 

every three years, and producing the newsletter, published twice a year. She is quick to recognize, though, that 

the Board‟s face to face meetings are limited to the obvious financial and geographic constraints of its 

international membership. Luisa also recognizes the obvious limitations of an organization run exclusively on 

conference fees, and urges the Board to consider other means of generating funds. 

 

Luisa was notably disheartened when asked about her current research activities. Due to the growth, in both 

student numbers (50 in 2006 to currently over 130 students) and numbers of required undergraduate courses, 

Luisa‟s own research has largely been placed on hold. Her workload is dominated by lecturing and 
administrative activities; currently she coordinates six undergraduate and two masters programs. Herein lies the 

interminable dilemma: if Luisa is not working hard to expand her various programs, she will be out of a job; 

without a job, she will not be able to support her life or her research; so at the moment the research, of necessity 

has to be placed in abeyance. However, that being said, Luisa is hoping that in 2016, she will have the time to 

restart her toy research. Her research program will include studying various aspects of Kidszania, which will 

form part of a book chapter and projects involving the social media sensation titled, “Dumb ways to Die,” and a 

study involving digital and traditional dollhouses. Luisa commented that her interest in dollhouses was sparked 

by watching her daughter play, a seemingly endless stream of activity hours which led Luisa to wonder about the 

effects of culture, nationality and economics on a child‟s play with dollhouses.  

 

Other than her interest in toys, Luisa‟s hobbies include a long and varied list including “photography, cinema, 
Disney, Pixar, journalism, people, and interacting with people... home decor, cooking, animal husbandry, 

traditional markets where people meet, cameras, gadgets that have a personal history... any activity that involves 

people... children.” It is notable how Luisa‟s gregarious nature is inexorably linked to everything she does, from 

organising the 2014 ITRA conference with her secretary and student volunteers (someone quipped that they were 

like her ubiquitous „minions‟), planning and facilitating the fabulous social program for ITRA attendees, 

attempting to broaden the ITRA audience, serving on the ITRA Board, to meeting and greeting every ITRA 

attendee. Who could have imagined the effect on Luisa‟s career choices, her academic colleagues, her family, 

ITRA and her love of toys, simply by receiving a rare red Lego London bus, from her uncle, all those years ago? 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 

 

Please remember when you do send items for inclusion in the Newsletter to send them in a downloadable form. 
 

HONG KONG 
Rémi Leclerc writes: 

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (www.polyplay.hk) won the Japan Institute for Design Promotion's 
Good Design Award. The webpage (http://www.g-mark.org/award/describe/43285?locale=en) was demonstrated 

during the 2014 ITRA conference in Braga. 

The Good Design Award is a comprehensive design-promotion system that picks good design out of a variety of 

unfolding phenomena, and aims to enrich our lives, industries, and society as a whole by highlighting and 

celebrating these works. It is hosted by the Japan Institute for Design Promotion, a public interest incorporated 

foundation. For further information about the Good Design Award, please see:  

http://www.g-mark.org/about/ 

 

I am presenting a paper on purposeful play, which includes nonsense and whimsy, at the Cumulus paper in 

Mumbai, India (http://cumulusmumbai2015.org/home.html). 

The paper charts creative development and real-life implementation of the 1% Water Workshop (1%WW) 
project, an innovative educational toolkit designed by a Hong Kong (HK) student-professor design team. The 

project addresses concerns about water sustainability by leveraging Research through Design as a construct for 

sustainable practices. Design is intertwined with experiential learning, play, poetry, and humour so as to enrich 

pedagogy and nurture sensitization to “pro-environmental consciousness,” a focus of research carried out at a 

university design research laboratory. This paper also relates the project‟s subsequent development from school 

to start up so as to ascertain potential for novel approaches to environmental education design. 

 

 

UNITED KINGDOM 

On 22nd October 2015, the University of Cambridge launched a  

ground-breaking research institution to examine the role of 

playfulness in learning and development in young children. The 

Centre for Research on Play in Education, Development and 

Learning (PEDAL) has been established with a £4 million donation 

from the LEGO Foundation, a Danish corporate foundation funded 

by LEGO whose aim is to use play to improve learning for children all over the world. 

PEDAL Acting Director Dr David Whitebread said: “Play opportunities for children living in modern urban 

environments are increasingly curtailed, within their homes, communities and schooling. At the same time, play 
remains a relatively under-researched area within developmental science, with many fundamental questions still 

unanswered.  Therefore, an invigorated research effort in this area will constitute a significant contribution to 

cultural understandings about the importance of play and the development, internationally, of high quality 

education, particularly in the area of early childhood.” 

 

 

UNITED STATES 

Greta Pennell writes: 

There was a fairly long article (http://nyti.ms/1Mrzr19) on 16th September 2015 in the NYTimes magazine about 

the new Hello Barbie that some have described as Siri trapped in a doll. ITRA members may find it interesting. 

 

 

http://www.polyplay.hk/
http://www.g-mark.org/award/describe/43285?locale=en
http://www.g-mark.org/about/
http://cumulusmumbai2015.org/home.html
https://dub131.mail.live.com/ol/
https://dub131.mail.live.com/ol/
http://nyti.ms/1Mrzr19
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CONFERENCES & EXHIBITIONS 

 
This section covers both up-coming and past conferences and exhibitions. Hopefully mentioning past events will 

not induce depression as to what you may have missed, while we trust previews of future events will whet your 

appetite to attend. Previews and reviews of conferences are sought for the next edition of the ITRA Newsletter. 
 

 

FUTURE CONFERENCES 
 

February 2016 
The Digital Kids Conference on Toys, Learning and Play: Technology Makes Learning Fun, will take 

place at the Javits Convention Center, New York, USA, 15th – 16th February 2016. 

Digital Kids™ Conference gives you the information you need to create best-selling apps, games, digital toys 

and online media services for kids. DKC is the must-attend event for game developers, app developers, brand 

owners, entertainment and media executives, marketers, producers, digital media directors and licensing 

professionals seeking to engage children online and on digital devices. We are once again pleased to be co-

located with Toy Fair. Your Digital Kids™ badge will once again gain you access to Toy Fair. 

For more information and call for papers visit: 

http://digitalkidscon.com/ 

 

 

April 2016 
The US Play Coalition Conference - The Play Conference 2016: Rebooting Play, will be held at the Clemson 

University, South Carolina, USA, 3rd – 6th April 2016. 

The Play Conference is an annual educational conference presented by the US Play Coalition. The latest research 

and practices in the field of play are presented at the conference, which brings together leading play researchers, 

leaders and advocates from across the U.S. and beyond. The event includes keynote and featured speakers, 
roundtables, educational sessions, grant opportunities, networking, EPIC play breaks and more. 

For more information visit:  

http://www.playgroundprofessionals.com/news/events/play-conference-2016-rebooting-play309 

 

 

September 2017 
The International Play Association Conference will be held in Calgary, Canada in September 2017. 
The theme of the conference will be Unleashing the Power of Play. 

For more information visit:  

http://arpaonline.ca/events/ipacalgary2017/ 

 

 

PAST CONFERENCES 
 

October 2015 
The 9

th
 European Conference on Games-Based Learning, ECGBL 2015, was held at Nord-Trondelag 

University College, Steinkjer, Norway, 8th – 9th October 2015. 

For more information on the conference visit:  

http://academic-conferences.org/ecgbl/ecgbl2015/ecgbl15-home.htm 

 

 

November 2015 
The 2015 Toy & Game Innovation Conference by the Chicago Toy & Game Group, was held in Chicago, 

USA, 19th – 20th November 2015. 

The Toy and Game Innovation Conference has been a forum for advocating, educating and bringing together 

people in the toy and game industry; with unrivalled opportunities for private / confidential meetings to pitch 

your ideas, knowledge sharing, learning about new trends, pooling resources and generating new business. 

For more information visit:  

http://tandgcon.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

http://digitalkidscon.com/
http://www.playgroundprofessionals.com/news/events/play-conference-2016-rebooting-play309
http://arpaonline.ca/events/ipacalgary2017/
http://academic-conferences.org/ecgbl/ecgbl2015/ecgbl15-home.htm
http://tandgcon.com/
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FUTURE EXHIBITIONS 

 

January 2016 until April 2016 
Perfectly Pez, The Strong National Museum of Play, Rochester, New York, USA. 

Explore pop culture history through dozens of PEZ-inspired artefacts at the new Perfectly PEZ display at The 

Strong National Museum of Play. PEZ started as breath mints for adults in the 1920s but received a makeover to 

fruit flavours in the 1950s. The new candy appeared with dispensers featuring cartoon character heads, and the 
range of characters from popular culture have kept PEZ appealing to generation after generation and inspired an 

ardent group of collectors. 

For further information see the following website: 

http://www.museumofplay.org/exhibits/perfectly-pez 

 

 

CURRENT EXHIBITIONS 
 

Until January 2016 
Kites from Kabul, V&A Museum of Childhood, London, United Kingdom. 

The exhibition celebrates the story of the brightly coloured kites which have been flown in Afganistan, for more 

than a 100 years. The presentation covers the history and culture of kite flying in one of the most troubled 

regions of the world.  
For further information see the following website: 

http://www.vam.ac.uk/moc/exhibitions-and-displays/dkites-from-kabul/ 

 

Sid the Science Kid: The Super-Duper Exhibit, The Strong National Museum of Play, Rochester, NY, USA. 

Step into the inquisitive world of Sid the Science Kid from the award-winning PBS Kids‟ TV series and be 

among the first to go hands-on in playful learning environments seen only previously on television. Investigate 

everyday science questions such as, “Why do magnets pick up some things and not others?” and “Where does 

sound come from?” around Sid‟s home, at the Super Fab Lab, on the playground, and in other iconic locations 

from the show. Discover the laws of science and experience the five senses as you journey through five hands-on 

zones. 

For further information see the following website: 
http://www.museumofplay.org/ 

 

 

Until April 2016 
At Home in a Dolls' House, Museum of History and Contemporary Art, Turku, Finland. 

On display are twelve doll-houses from the past 300 years. The houses show developments in architecture, 

design, social changes and the values of Georgian and Victorian eras. 
For further information see the following website: 

http://www.vam.ac.uk/moc/exhibitions/small-stories-at-home-in-a-dolls-house/ 

 

 

Until June 2016 
Museum of Childhood: War Games, City Museum and Art Gallery, Plymouth, United Kingdom. 

War Games explores the various links between war and children's toys and play. On display are toy soldiers, toy 

weapons, computer games, photographs and other visual media, as well as „anti-war‟ toys. The exhibit is multi-

sensory and is design for family and adult audiences. 
For further information see the following website: 

http://www.vam.ac.uk/moc/article/coming-to-a-venue-near-you/ 

 

 

http://www.museumofplay.org/exhibits/perfectly-pez
http://www.vam.ac.uk/moc/exhibitions-and-displays/dkites-from-kabul/
http://www.museumofplay.org/
http://www.vam.ac.uk/moc/exhibitions/small-stories-at-home-in-a-dolls-house/
http://www.vam.ac.uk/moc/article/coming-to-a-venue-near-you/
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PUBLICATIONS & BOOKS 
 

Book reviews, or book recommendations, are sought for the next edition of the ITRA Newsletter. Please submit 

these to the Editorial Team at itranewslttr@gmail.com. This edition also includes calls for papers on upcoming 

publications. 

 

In January 2015, Jean-Pierre Rossie began compiling a series of 

catalogues to provide access for researchers to the 1250, or so, 

playthings from Moroccan and Tunisian children, which Jean-Pierre 

donated to museums and socio-cultural associations. He invested the 

time necessary to collate elaborate lists as he was convinced of the 
need to make the original data from his publications freely available. 

In addition, Jean-Pierre was able to improve the quality of several 

photos published in his 2005 books. 

• Rossie, J-P. (2015). Saharan – North African – Amazigh Children’s 

Toy Catalogs: Donation to Centro per la Cultura Ludica in Turin. 

Braga: Centre for Philosophical and Humanistic Studies, Faculty of 

Philosophy, Catholic University of Portugal, 93 p., 179 ill. 

• Rossie, J-P. (2015). Saharan – North-African – Amazigh Children’s Toy Catalogs: Donation to Musée du Jouet 

de Moirans-en-Montagne, first part: dolls and toy animals, Braga: Centre for Philosophical and Humanistic 

Studies, Faculty of Philosophy, Catholic University of Portugal, 72 p., 127 ill. 

These catalogs also exist in a French version : 

• Rossie, J-P. (2015). Catalogues de Jouets des Enfants Sahariens – Nord-Africains – Amazighs : Don au Centro 
per la Cultura Ludica de Turin. Braga: Centre for Philosophical and Humanistic Studies, Faculty of Philosophy, 

Catholic University of Portugal, 93 p., 179 ill. 

• Rossie, J-P. (2015). Catalogues de Jouets des Enfants Sahariens – Nord-Africains – Amazighs : Don au Musée 

du Jouet de Moirans-en-Montagne. Première partie : poupées et animaux-jouets. Braga: Centre for 

Philosophical and Humanistic Studies, Faculty of Philosophy, Catholic University of Portugal, 72 p., 127 ill. 

These books are available on the Internet: 

Academia.edu : https://independent.academia.edu/JeanPierreRossie 

Scribd : https://www.scribd.com/jean_pierre_rossie  

Sanatoyplay (website of the author): http://www.sanatoyplay.org (publications)  

 

 
The American Journal of Play, Volume 8, Number 1, Fall 2015, published by The Strong in 

Rochester, New York include the following articles on play and toys: 

• Play as Experience by Thomas S. Hendricks. 

• Pigs, Planes, and Play-Doh: Children‟s Perspectives on Play as Revealed through Their 

Drawings by Pauline Agnieszka Duncan. 

• Worlding through Play: Alternate Reality Games, Large-Scale Learning, and The Source by 

Patrick Jagoda, Melissa Gilliam, Peter McDonald, and Christopher Russell. 

• Psychological Approaches to the Study of Play by Doris Bergen. 

More info can be found at: 

www.journalofplay.org 

 

 

The International Journal of Play: Call for Papers 

The journal welcomes: reports on research projects; papers concerned with theory-

practice links; policy critiques and expositions; reviews and analysis of 

contemporary and historical publications; essays, memoirs, and other forms of 

reflective writing; writing that builds on the experience and voices of children and young people; and, theoretical 

position papers.  

The International Journal of Play will appear three times a year and the contents of the first issue can be found at:  

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rijp20/current 

 

mailto:itranewslttr@gmail.com
https://independent.academia.edu/JeanPierreRossie
https://www.scribd.com/jean_pierre_rossie
http://www.sanatoyplay.org/
http://www.journalofplay.org/
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rijp20/current
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS 

 
1) Forget the latest gadgets, Lego voted the humble Lego brick has been voted the greatest toy of all time by the 

bosses of some of the biggest game companies. 

http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/555996/Forget-the-gadgets-Lego-is-still-our-top-toy 

 

2) Simple toys make learning science fun. 

http://sowc2015.unicef.org/stories/using-everyday-items-to-put-joy-back-into-science/ 

 

3) Target to further diminish allure of toys with its new “gender neutral” aisle decor strategy? 

https://patchesofpride.wordpress.com/2015/08/19/target-to-further-diminish-allure-of-toys-with-its-new-gender-

neutral-aisle-decor-strategy/ 

 
4) MIT mechanical engineering class designs toys that make music, light up, and battle for victory. 

http://news.mit.edu/2015/toy-product-design-0513 

 

5) 21 Surprising things you never knew about „Toy Story‟. 

http://www.mtv.com/news/2352206/toy-story-21-things-you-never-knew/ 

 

6) Playmobil says 'racist' toy is meant to be a pirate who is a former slave. 

http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/oct/08/playmobil-racist-toy-pirate-slave 

 

7) Too much fun to make money? 

http://www.economist.com/news/united-states/21653683-city-icon-closes-down-too-much-fun-make-money 

 
8) Spanish toy chain challenges gender stereotypes with non-sexist Christmas catalogue. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/spain/11975407/Spanish-toy-chain-challenges-gender-

stereotypes-with-non-sexist-Christmas-catalogue.html 

 

9) Bunchems: The trendy new toy that‟s wrecking children's hair and driving parents crazy. 

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/bunchems-wrecking-kids-hair-driving-parents-crazy-article-

1.2442711 

 

10) Dad catches toddler 'drink driving' in her toy car. 

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2015/07/23/video-toddler-drink-drivier_n_7854812.html 

 
11) Toys could be used as spying devices, UK MPs told. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-35043521 

 

12) Vtech breach: Passwords 'not securely stored'. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-35027504 

 

13) Asthma link to chemical in fake Christmas toys. 

http://news.sky.com/story/1607404/asthma-link-to-chemical-in-fake-christmas-toys 

 

14) Disney unveils playmation - toys that play back. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/03/business/media/disney-unveils-playmation-toys-that-play-back.html?_r=0 

 
15) Should you buy a smart toy for Christmas? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-34972764 

 

16) Robots, games can teach kids coding basics. 

http://www.torontosun.com/2015/12/16/robots-games-can-teach-kids-coding-basics 

 

17) New study reveals parents‟ and kids‟ play habits. 

http://associationsnow.com/2015/12/new-study-reveals-parents-and-kids-play-habits/ 

 

18) Mattel‟s Hello Barbie voted worst toy of 2015. 

http://www.examiner.com/article/mattel-s-hello-barbie-voted-worst-toy-of-2015 
 

19) Talking dinosaur for kids was named one of the best inventions of the year. 

http://uk.businessinsider.com/cognitoys-talking-dinosaur-2015-12?r=US&IR=T 

http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/555996/Forget-the-gadgets-Lego-is-still-our-top-toy
http://sowc2015.unicef.org/stories/using-everyday-items-to-put-joy-back-into-science/
https://patchesofpride.wordpress.com/2015/08/19/target-to-further-diminish-allure-of-toys-with-its-new-gender-neutral-aisle-decor-strategy/
https://patchesofpride.wordpress.com/2015/08/19/target-to-further-diminish-allure-of-toys-with-its-new-gender-neutral-aisle-decor-strategy/
http://news.mit.edu/2015/toy-product-design-0513
http://www.mtv.com/news/2352206/toy-story-21-things-you-never-knew/
http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/oct/08/playmobil-racist-toy-pirate-slave
http://www.economist.com/news/united-states/21653683-city-icon-closes-down-too-much-fun-make-money
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/spain/11975407/Spanish-toy-chain-challenges-gender-stereotypes-with-non-sexist-Christmas-catalogue.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/spain/11975407/Spanish-toy-chain-challenges-gender-stereotypes-with-non-sexist-Christmas-catalogue.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/bunchems-wrecking-kids-hair-driving-parents-crazy-article-1.2442711
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/bunchems-wrecking-kids-hair-driving-parents-crazy-article-1.2442711
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2015/07/23/video-toddler-drink-drivier_n_7854812.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-35043521
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-35027504
http://news.sky.com/story/1607404/asthma-link-to-chemical-in-fake-christmas-toys
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/03/business/media/disney-unveils-playmation-toys-that-play-back.html?_r=0
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-34972764
http://www.torontosun.com/2015/12/16/robots-games-can-teach-kids-coding-basics
http://associationsnow.com/2015/12/new-study-reveals-parents-and-kids-play-habits/
http://www.examiner.com/article/mattel-s-hello-barbie-voted-worst-toy-of-2015
http://uk.businessinsider.com/cognitoys-talking-dinosaur-2015-12?r=US&IR=T
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ITRA 2016 Fees Notice 

 
Please note that, according to the ITRA Board’s decision in Alicante, 8th August 2005, conference fees cover 

ITRA membership fees until the following conference. This means that conference participants who paid full 

registration fees for the 7th ITRA conference in Braga, Portugal 2014 have been exempted from paying ITRA 

dues for the years 2015 through 2017. 

 

If you were not able to attend the conference in Braga this past summer, you must submit your annual 

membership fee for 2016 to remain an ITRA member in good standing. 

 

Annual membership:   €50 

Retiree// Student membership: €25 

 
Payments may be made  

a) through bank transfer to the following account number 

 

International Toy Research Association, 

National Bank of Greece, Pal. Phaliro branch 175 

Account number: 175/480074.53 

IBAN Number: GR16 0110 1750 0000 1754 8007 453 

SWIFT: ETHNGRAA 

 

b) by sending an International Money Order, payable to ITRA, to the treasurer at the following address: 

 

Cleo Gougoulis 
73 Terpsihoris St. 

P.Phaleron 

17562 Athens 

Greece 

 

Please notify the ITRA treasurer, Cleo Gougoulis, by sending an e-mail to: cleogougoulis@yahoo.gr, when you 

send your fees to the bank. It is important to mention what amount and in which currency you paid. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cleogougoulis@yahoo.gr
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EPILOGUE 
 
If you attended a conference this year - toy related, preferably - have anything to say, whether about yourself, 

publications you have read or would like to recommend to the ITRA membership, events, research or just 

anything, or would like to propose an ITRA member we could profile, do not hesitate to contact either Suzy or 

Mark, via itranwslttr@gmail.com. We intend to publish a Spring edition in May 2016. In the meantime, the 

editors of the newsletter would like to thank everyone who contributed to this issue of the ITRA newsletter. 
 

We would encourage you to feel free to send the editors articles, which we can share with the rest of the ITRA 

members. If English is not your first language, please do not let this be a hindrance to contacting the Editorial 

Team; we are more than happy to assist in editing items from contributors.  

 

The Editorial Team would like to wish all ITRA members a festive holiday season and a peaceful new year. 

 

Regards 

Suzy & Mark 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We do not stop playing because we grow old, we grow old because we stop playing. 
Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)

 

mailto:itranwslttr@gmail.com

